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PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALLTO WORSHIP Mason Cooley

*OPENING HYMN “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” UMH #196

INTRODUCTION TO THE HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE
THE ADVENT WREATH AND CANDLES
CAROL “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” UMH #211 vs. 1-4

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE The Zahn Family

*PASSING THE PEACE

CHILDREN'S MOMENT Mary Clow

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

All: We are excited that Christmas is coming
with its twinkling lights and yummy cookies.
Help us to get ready for Christmas
in our hearts and minds
so that we are ready for the excitement
of baby Jesus, our Savior.
Amen.

CANDLELIGHTING AND GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
You are invited to come forward at this time if you wish.
You can light a candle in memorial or as a means of prayer.

You may place your gifts in the offering plates at the front
or back of the Sanctuary. You may also give online at lenexaumc.org,
download the mobile app ShelbyNext Giving,
or text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444-5960.

*RESPONSE “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow"” UMH #95

*OFFERING PRAYER

“Where Will You Find Jesus”
Chancel Choir

ANTHEM

November 30, 2025
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Together Sunday / 1st Sunday of Advent

EVERGREENS REFLECTION

CAROL “Prepare the Way of the Lord” UMH #207 (twice)
POINSETTIA REFLECTION

HYMN “We Three Kings” UMH #254 V's. 1
CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER

All: Our Father, who artin heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

CHRISMON REFLECTION

*HYMN “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” UMH #117 vs. 1,4, 6
SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 40:1-8
RESPONSE

One: May God add a Blessing to the reading, hearing,
and understanding of scripture.
All: Thanks be to God.
REFLECTION “Deck the Halls"

Rev. Lori Patton Aguilar
*CLOSING HYMN “People, Look East” UMH #202
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Sermon Synopsis: Welcome to Advent! Each Sunday during the Advent
season we will look at a different holiday hymn or song and how we can
understand the journey to Bethlehem through those lyrics. Today is a
special service as we will “Deck the Halls" together and incorporate the
rituals of “Hanging of the Greens” into our worship service. Come
prepare your hearts and our Sanctuary for the Advent Season.

Liturgist: Paige Foster
Music Leaders: Chancel Choir
Media Techs: Mary Clow, Wendy Dent, Michael Dent
Service adapted from Dennis Bratcher's Hanging of the Christmas Green,
A service for the Beginning of Advent.

All are welcome at LUMC!

To our guests—welcome! Thank you for worshiping with us!
Please provide your name and information on the Friendship Pad.
If you do not have a church home, we invite you to join our community.
Contact Pastor Lori if you are interested in discussing membership.

Friendship Pad: Please take a moment to record your presence,
and then pass the pad to others sitting in your row.

Hearing aids that receive sound directly from the PA system and
large-print hymnals are available from an usher.

Children are always welcome in worship services.
Nursery Care is available for infants and toddlers in Room 206.

All Sunday School Classes meet at 9:00 today.
Regular Sunday School Schedule:

9:00 a.m. Sunday School:
Kid's Kingdom (4 years-5th grade) - 2" floor Education Building
Spectrum (adults) - Room 122 | Foundations (adults) - Wesley Room

10:30 a.m. Sunday School:
Preschool Sunday School (3-4 years) and Kids Connect (5 years-5th grade)
Meet in Sanctuary, Pick up in Education Building
Youth (6th-12th grade) - Loft
Dashers (adults) - Asbury Room

Contact the church office for more information about small groups.

CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Lori Patton Aguilar | Senior Pastor
Paige Foster | Youth and Congregational Ministries
Mary Clow | Children’s Ministries and Communications
Megan Taylor | Preschool/CDO
Ann Ober, Judy Rapp | Nursery
Blair Penney, Nan Hulett, Trey Bures, & Liesel Stephens | Music Staff
Linda Stokes | Finance Administrator
Lauren Lanigan | Design Specialist
All of Us | Ministers



UPCOMING EVENTS & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
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HAT AND MITTEN TREE | During December, bring donations of
hats and mittens to hang on our tree outside the Sanctuary.
Winter items will be donated to the Shawnee Mission Area PTA
Council Clothing Exchange.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS SERIES | You've heard the songs every
December for decades-- on TV, radio, even in the background as
you were Christmas shopping. Maybe you've even sung one or
two as part of a Christmas concert. This year, though, you can
learn the history behind what may be America's most famous
group of Christmas carols. Watch the LUMC Facebook page
this December for the story of the Alfred Burt carols—and, if
you enjoy them, please share with family and friends! Contact
communications@lenexaumc.org to receive the posts via e-
mail. Thank you to Barbara Pendleton for

researching and writing the series.

JOY SUNDAY | December 14 will be our Big Music Sunday as we
celebrate JOY Sunday. We will hear from various LUMC music
groups and soloists in both worship services.

BLUE CHRISTMAS | On Sunday, December 21 at 6:00 p.m., we
will have a Blue Christmas Service in the Sanctuary. It coincides
with the longest night of the year. This special service is a time
to recognize the grief present in the midst of Advent and
Christmas.

CHRISTMAS EVE | On Wednesday, December 24 we will
celebrate our Savior's birth with candlelight Christmas Eve
Services at 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. The 5:00 service will feature a
Christmas skit for all kids to participate in - no rehearsal
needed. The 7:00 service will feature Chancel Choir.

SPECIAL COMBINED SERVICE | Join us on Sunday, December
28 for ONE service at 10:15 a.m. Come for a joyous time! We'll
sing our favorite Christmas songs, hear the scriptures and
continue to celebrate the birth of Christ! All Sunday School
classes will meet at 9:00 a.m.

NORTHEAST KANSAS DISTRICT CONFERENCE | District
Conference will be held via Zoom on December 16th at 6:00
p.m. The agenda will include the 2026 budget and District
Connecting Council leadership. Contact office@lenexaumc.org
to be sent the zoom link if you are interested in attending.

DINNER'S ON US | Tell your family, friends, and neighbors
because dinner’s on us! A free drive through community meal of
pulled pork or PB&J sandwiches, chips, and dessert is served
every Wednesday evening from 5:30—6:30 p.m. in the West
parking lot.

FOOD PANTRY | The Johnson County Multi-Service Center is
currently in need of canned fruit, ramen noodles, mac & cheese,
granola bars, canned corn, peanut butter, and bar soap. Please
leave donations in the gray bins in the hallway outside of the
church office.

THISWEEKAT LENEXAUMC

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30
Together Sunday
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults
(see class list inside bulletin)
10:15a.m.  Worship Service | Sanctuary and Online
1:30 p.m.  Ethiopian Church Group | Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. Bible Conversations | Wesley Room

MONDAY, DECEMBER1
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting | Library
7:00 p.m. Tai Chi| Underground
7:00 p.m. Scouts BSA Troop 186 | Schneeberger Hall

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
10:00 a.m.  Prayer Shawl Group | Wesley Room
10:00 a.am.  Ethiopian Church Group | Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. Faithfully Fit | Schneeberger Hall
7:00 p.m. Peaceful Stretch | Schneeberger Hall
8:00 p.m. AA|Room113

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3
5:30 p.m. Dinner's On Us | Drive Through
6:00 p.m. Joy Bells Rehearsal | Room 123
6:00 p.m. Growing in Grace Children’s Choir | E201
6:30 p.m. Back to Basics (AA) | Room 113
6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal | Music Room
7:00 p.m. Tree of Life Praise Band Rehearsal | Sanctuary

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4
8:00 a.am. Homeschool Group | Rooms 101,103, 113, 119
10:00 a.m.  Ethiopian Church Group | Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Ethiopian Church Group | Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. Tai Chi| Schneeberger Hall
7:00 p.m. Young People's AA | Asbury Room

FRIDAY, DECEMBER5
6:30 p.m. Movie Group | Off-Site

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
10:00 a.m. Ethiopian Church Group | Sanctuary
9:00 p.m. Ethiopian Church Group Prayer Vigil | Sanctuary

SUNDAY, DECEMBER7
9:00 a.m. Worship Service | Sanctuary and Online
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for Children and Adults
(see class list inside bulletin)
10:00 a.m.  Heavenly Half Hour | Schneeberger Hall
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service | Sanctuary and Online
10:30 a.m.  Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults
(see class list inside bulletin)
1:30 p.m.  Ethiopian Church Group | Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. LUMYouth Group | Schneeberger Hall
6:00 p.m. Bible Conversations | Wesley Room

"E" room numbers designate rooms in the Education Building.

Check website or door stand calendar to verify meetings as locations are subject to change.
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“A voice cries out: “In the wilderness
prepare the way of the Lord; make straight
in the desert a highway for our God.” Isaiah 40:3

Deck the Halls
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