Season Of the Church Year

(some information from Ask the UMC website)
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Pentocgst | R of Christmas begins on December 25th
- and continues for 12 days, ending on
January 6 (Epiphany); so whenever you
hear about the “twelve days of Christmas,” they are actually referencing this season! This is the day on which
Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. Although the actual day of the year of the birth is not known,
most Christians in the Western world celebrate the birth on December 25. In the Western churches, Epiphany
Day has marked the observance of the arrival of the wise men. The day is associated with light, particularly
the light of the star that guided the wise men. The liturgical colors for Christmas and Epiphany are white and
gold.

Baptism of The Lord: The Sunday following Epiphany is when we remember Christ’s baptism by John in the
Jordan River. Often we will remember our own baptism as well.

Ordinary Time: The word “ordinary” refers to the "ordinal numbers" (first, second, third, etc.) used to name and
count the Sundays (such as the Third Sunday after Epiphany). The first period of Ordinary Time, called the
Season after Epiphany, begins on Epiphany Day and ends on the day before Ash Wednesday (the beginning of
Lent). The central theme of this season is the calling of disciples and the early ministry of Jesus. The second
period of Ordinary Time begins the day after Pentecost and continues to Advent. The purpose of this season
is to support new disciples and the whole congregation in living out the gifts. The color used in Ordinary Time
is Green.

Lent and Easter: This is a forty-day period of focus on penitence and preparation for the Resurrection Event of
Easter. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and ends at sunset on Easter Eve. The liturgical color for this season
of the Christian year is purple. Lent includes Holy Week which begins with Palm Sunday and progresses
through Holy or Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. It culminates with the Easter Sunday celebrations. The
color used for Easter is White/Gold

Pentecost: One of the principal days of the Christian year, Pentecost is celebrated on the fiftieth day after
Easter. The Greek word pentecoste means "fiftieth day." Pentecost is the day on which the Christian church
commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and others assembled in Jerusalem. It marks
the beginning of the Christian church and the proclamation of its message throughout the world. The
liturgical color for Pentecost is red.



What are Paraments?
Paraments are the linens and cloth hangings used on communion tables, altars, pulpits and lecterns. The
colors of the paraments reflect the traditional colors of the seasons of the Christian year. The paraments
are changed as the seasons of the Christian year change. Often the paraments are embellished with
specific symbols appropriate to the Christian season. In many United Methodist Churches, an altar guild
of lay volunteers is responsible for the care and changing of the paraments. Here at LUMC our Worship
Team volunteers change the paraments and decorate the altar for different church seasons and sermon
series.

Colors of the Paraments
e Purple represents both royalty and penitence, it is used for Lent and can be used for Advent.
e Blue symbolizes hope and is an alternative color to use for Advent.
. are used at Christmas, Easter, Epiphany, and Baptism of the Lord Sunday - They
symbolize joy and festivities.
e Redis the color of fire and represents the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. Red is also used for
ordinations and church anniversaries.

o Greenrepresents growth and is used during ordinary time.

History of LUMC Paraments
Some of the earliest paraments we have in our collection were made by Linda Graham Morrison. Most of
the paraments we use currently were made by Grace Cox Johnson. A former member, Bea Barnstein
donated money to be used for custom-made paraments by Ms. Johnson. Debbie Hansen also made
several paraments including specific altar cloths to match sermon series. There also is a series of
banners designed and made by church members at a workshop led by Ms. Johnson.

What Paraments are on the Altar today?

Advent (Blue) Paraments
The Advent paraments were created on a simple cotton. The images are also simple and straightforward.
The city of Bethlehem, a stable, manger, star and angels are all pretty basic images. But what is that
branch thing on the pulpit and the stole? Well, many of you may already know that the ‘Root of Jesse'is
also an important image for Advent. This new branch sprouting from an old stump proclaims a new day-
the Advent of a new good WORD. It is Ms. Cox-Johnson's hope that this new treatment of an old, old story
will open new doorways, simplify the complicated, flatten the rough places and honor the Holy. After
painting the star with wax on the white fabric, all of the fabric was dyed a pale stone blue. After the light
blue fabric was cured and dry, angels and the outline of the cityscape was stamped on, then the fabric
was dye painted with a deep blue. After a couple of days, the fabric was washed out then waxed again
with the dark angels, the manger and other details. Then bleach was sprayed over areas taking out some
of the dye. After the fabric was washed and dried again, it was sprayed with a light adhesive and then the
entire project was sprinkled with shards of gold and silver lame. Over this was pressed a layer of very light
weight transparent fabric called tulle. A layer of thin batting was then fused on, linings were attached and
then the paraments were freehand machine-quilted for stability and additional texture.




