Sermon for April 17th Mark 16:1-9. Title: Christ is Risen’ ‘He is risen indeed!’
Introduction: On Sunday morning, while it was still dark Mary Magdalene and some other
woman went to the tomb of Jesus with special spices to finish the process of preparing his body
for burial. Mary went first by herself and ahead of the others. She went ahead of them not
because she was expecting any kind of surprise, but because she wanted to be alone for a while
at Jesus grave.
Context: When Mary got to the tomb, she was shocked to find out that things were different. It
was not the way she left it on Good Friday afternoon. The huge stone in front of the tomb had
been rolled away and that the entrance to the place where Jesus’s body had been laid was
exposed.

The following are the mistakes that Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome
and the disciples made:
1. Worry. The women were worried (Mark 16:4-3 NRSV)
“They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance
to the tomb? “When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already
been rolled back.” Verses 3-4
“Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of those who do wrong; for like the grass they
will soon wither, like green plants they will soon die away. Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell
in the land and enjoy safe pasture. Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires
of your heart. Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this:” Psalm 37:1-5 NIV

2. Unbelief. Mary Magdalene and the disciples did not believe that Jesus had resurrected.
V.4-6
“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon
Peter & the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” So Peter and the other disciple started for
the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter & reached the tomb first. He
bent over & looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in.” John 20:1-5 NRSV.
“They returned home mourning as, yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise
from the dead.” John 20:9
A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit
that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams
at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit,
but they could not. (Mark 9:17-18 NIV)
“‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Immediately the boy’s
father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” (Mark 9:23-24 NIV)
CONCLUSION: It is my hope and prayer today that we meet the risen alive Lord Jesus by the
power of the Holy Spirit. That we won’t let things or problems or not knowing the Bible
properly get in the way. That we won’t be embarrassed about saying in front of our friends and
family members today that we want to accept Jesus as Lord.

