
Joshua 3:1-17, Matthew 14:25-29   Growing in Faith: “FAITH IS TAKING A RISK”  

Introduction: In Joshua Chapter 3 we read about another time a man who took a small step and 

did something great for humankind. It was when the priest put his foot in the Jordan river and 

the children of Israel crossed into the promise land on a dry ground.     
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“And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw 

him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in 

fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter 

answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” 

So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus.” (Matthew 

14:25-29 NRSV). 

“By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s. Through this he received 

approval as righteous, God himself giving approval to his gifts; he died, but through his faith he 

still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken so that he did not experience death; and “he was not 

found, because God had taken him.” For it was attested before he was taken away that “he had 

pleased God.” And without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach 

him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. By faith Noah, warned 

by God about events as yet unseen, respected the warning and built an ark to save his 

household; by this he condemned the world and became an heir to the righteousness that is in 

accordance with faith.” (Hebrews 11:4-7 NRSV). 

Conclusion: “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” 

(Hebrews 11:1 NRSV). 


