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PASTOR’S
CORNER
Of late, I have been thinking seriously about the future of Lenexa UMC, and our
denomination as a whole. I have been reading different books, including the Bible, in
search of answers. The following verse is stuck in my mind: “Finally, be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies
of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand
on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.” (Ephesians 6:10-13)
There are times and seasons when the devil’s assaults against believers are more
intense than at other times. Scripture not only tells us to be prepared for such times, but also tells us how to be
prepared. Forget about avoiding the battle. You already signed up for the Lord’s army when you gave your life to Jesus.
You’re already in the war. When you’re in a fight, the best thing you can do is fight! Fight with skill and tenacity, but
fight! You and I need to stay spiritually strong so that we can fight.
Anyone who is awake and breathing knows there is a spiritual battle in America. It is manifested in political and
cultural issues. But those are secondary. Those are symptomatic of the real problem. The real problem is spiritual
wickedness in “heavenly places,” in the spiritual dimension that is all around us. If we are to stand strong, then, we
must do so “in the Lord and in the power of His might.” Anyone who tries to stand against the adversary in their own
strength will lose. Paradoxically, God’s strength is made perfect in weakness. Why is that? Because when we feel
our own weakness, we tend to lean on God’s strength. And that’s faith! All the victories recorded in Hebrews 11 are
preceded by the concept or phrase “by faith.”
Yes, I believe in “aliens.” Not little green men only three feet tall, but something far more sinister: fallen angels that
have your eternal destruction in mind! I am talking about demons. They are our real enemies. In the midst of the fray,
it is very easy to lose sight of that. Why? Because the real enemy uses people to oppose you. If you try to win the fight
by wrestling “against flesh and blood,” you will lose! The Democrats are not your enemy. The Republicans are not
your enemy. The tax collector is not your enemy. That cantankerous coworker is not your enemy. A member of your
family or church is not your enemy. Satan’s primary strategy against believers is to “divide and conquer.” Anytime you
find yourself having a heated argument with a fellow believer, stop and ask yourself: Are we both being duped by the
devil? Church splits usually end with no winners except the devil.
I don’t know what the future holds for us as individuals or as a United Methodist Church, but the Scripture above
not only tells us to be prepared, but also how to be prepared. I believe if we are prepared, then we will be more than
conquerors in Christ Jesus. I believe God is wholeheartedly for his people, and when we live in obedience to him, no
weapon formed against us will prosper. But those biblical assurances do not mean there will be no battles. There will
always be battles, but we will overcome. Be strong and courageous so that you can help those who are weak. Amen.

		Shalom!
		

		

Pastor Ezekiel Koech
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WORDS ON WORSHIP
SEPTEMBER 5 | 15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“The Persistent Prayer”
Mark 7:24-30, Luke 18:1-8. Are we persistent in petitioning God? Or do we give up in frustration that he doesn’t
answer our prayers? Pastor Ezekiel preaching.
HOLY COMMUNION: Communion will be served by the congregation coming up the center aisle. Communion
servers will wear gloves to hand out bread and prepackaged juice cups. Those who wish to continue taking
communion with the wafer in the cup instead of receiving bread are welcome to do so. After receiving the
elements, you may kneel at the communion rail or return to your seat to consume the elements. At the park,
you come to the front to receive communion in the same way and then return to your chair. Those worshiping
at home can either supply their own bread and juice or pick up prepackaged elements at the church office or
during the Dinner’s On Us drive-thru Wednesday, September 1, 5:30–6:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 12 | 16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Marks of a True Believer”
Mark 8:34-38, Luke 3:8-9. : Irrespective of our faith status, we can only validate the genuineness of our Christian
Faith from the evidence of the scriptures and our conduct. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

SEPTEMBER 19 | 17th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Making a List Of Our 'Shiny Gods'”
Exodus 32:1–5. Instead of making it our primary life passion to worship the Lord our God and to serve only him,
we often separate our spiritual life from the practical aspects of life. We use our idols, instead of God, to provide
identity or meaning in our lives. This is especially easy to do when those idols are positive things, or even people
we love. The danger is that even our virtues can become vices—or idols—if they are not directed toward God.
Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

SEPTEMBER 26 | 18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Making God's Priorities Our Priorities”
Deuteronomy 28:12-14; Matthew 6:19-21, 33. God wants all of us to be free from the things that distract us from
God so that we can bless others who may be less fortunate. To do that, we have to keep away from worshipping
at the altar of the shiny gods (“idols”). Shiny gods are the things that distract us from devoting our whole lives to
God. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.
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We continue to enjoy Worship in the Park at 8 a.m. each Sunday near the gazebo at Sar-Ko-Par Trails
Park (87th & Lackman). This great outdoor worship service, led by the Park Players, will continue through
September 26 this year. Bring your lawn chair or blanket and join us. In case of inclement weather, the
service moves to the Underground (basement of the Education Building).
Worship takes place at 9 and 10:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary and via livestream on Facebook for those
who are more comfortable worshiping from home. Tune in at www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.
COVID safety protocols are in place. If you choose to attend services in person, please read our protocols
first at www.lenexaumc.org/covid/.
Missed last week? Watch previous services at https://lenexaumc.org/online-services/.

Staying home?
Participate in Sunday worship remotely in any of these ways!
#1: LIVESTREAM

#2: WATCH LATER

At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch
the worship service live at
facebook.com/lenexaumc/live.
You do not need a Facebook
account to be able to watch.
If you go to the website before
the video has started, it will not
automatically show up when
worship begins. You will need
to refresh the webpage for the
video to load.

The videos from both worship
services are posted each week on
our church website at lenexaumc.
org/online-services/. They are posted
shortly after worship ends on Sunday
morning and are available to watch
anytime during the week. Videos are
left on this page for at least 3 months,
so you can go back and watch
previous weeks if you missed them or
want to watch them again.

#3: LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet
access available or would
prefer to listen on CD, we
have audio recordings of the
9:00 and 10:30 A.M. services
available on CD. Contact
the church office at office@
lenexaumc.org and we can
mail you CDs every week.
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NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHURCH BLOCK PARTY

Wednesday, September 22 | 5 –7 p.m.
Come one, come all! Invite a friend! Invite the community! Lenexa UMC will host the 3rd Annual Block Party on
Wednesday, September 22 on the South Parking Lot. There will be food (a BBQ dinner), music (the Brian Scarborough
Jazz Group), and Homemade Ice Cream! There will be activities for the kids. So bring your lawn chair, grab a friend and
come enjoy the evening. This will be an outdoor activity and there will be plenty of room to spread out!
We will need several people to volunteer to make a freezer of ice cream. If you would be willing to do that, please call
the church office. Looking forward to seeing everyone!

ST. MARY'S FOOD KITCHEN
Friday, October 1

Our next time to serve at St. Mary’s Food Kitchen is October 1. The kitchen is now open, but many churches continue
to serve bagged lunches like we have done in the past year. We will plan to do this also. These consist of a lunch meat
sandwich, chips, a protein bar, fruit, and a dessert. Since they are not allowing people to take lunches for their family,
the number of lunches they would like us to provide is down to 200–250 instead of the 700–750 we have provided since
the start of COVID. If you would be able to provide 25 or maybe 50 lunches, please contact Tom Bean at (913) 231-9142
or threetnkbean@juno.com. They would also like us to provide up to 7 people to help serve the lunches, water, juice,
and milk and to help with the maintenance of the lunch room. If you can help in this area, let Tom know.

MERLE SPARLIN FISHING DERBY
Saturday, October 9 | 10–11 a.m.

Save the date—the annual Merle Sparlin Fishing Derby is coming up at Rose's Pond at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park. We hope
you can join us for this day of fun for the kids of LUMC and children around the community!

CHOIRS RESUMING
Chancel Choir, Joy Bells, and Growing in Grace Children’s Choir all resume rehearsals soon. Now is a great time to join
a new musical group! Contact the church office for more information about the choirs and rehearsal times.

INJOY MUSIC PROGRAM FOR KIDS

Registration for fall Injoy Music classes is happening now at Lenexa
UMC--we’d love to have you join us for some learning, music, and
fun! School year classes begin September 11th. Visit our web site
for more information on available classes and register today at
www.injoymusic.com/kindermusik-classes.
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KITCHEN UPDATE
Painting has begun in the kitchen and the south wall of Schneeberger. Floor tile work has begun. The curb has been
poured and asphalt repairs are done, so we will once again have full access to the parking lot soon. After a few minor
electrical tweaks in the Asbury Room below the kitchen, the ceiling tiles will be put back in place and the room will
be available for Sunday school classes.
We are still on schedule for an early November completion date!

Tiling underway in the kitchen.

Newly built and painted wall in Schneeberger.

The hole dug in the parking lot for the new grease trap.

Installing the grease trap.

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF EVERETT OWEN JOSEPH
Everett Owen Joseph was born on August 2, 2021 in Chesterfield, Missouri to parents Derek and Kelly Joseph.
Grandparents are Ken and Linda Joseph.

FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is in desperate need of rice, toiletries (specifically shampoo, men's and women’s deodorant, body
wash), dish soap, and laundry detergent.
Please bring your donations to the gray bins outside of the church office.
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STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN
PUTTING GOD FIRST IN LIVING AND GIVING
Our fall stewardship program will use Mike Slaughter’s First: Putting God First in Living and
Giving. This program helps congregation members reassess priorities and create a culture and
a lifestyle of faithful living and giving and make a meaningful contribution to the world. It asks
the question “What happens when we truly put God first in all aspects of our lives?”

WEEK 1 | SEPTEMBER 19 | “NAMING OUR IDOLS”
Got idols? It’s hard to believe there are perfectly sane people who dress up and chant out in obsessive worship toward
inanimate objects. We are so beyond that. Right? Nope. We still seek life from non-lifegiving sources, don’t we? Shiny things
still dazzle and lure us in.

WEEK 2 | SEPTEMBER 26 | “MONEY, WORK, AND DEBT”
Exactly how much is enough? In a culture guided chiefly by shiny, life-promising distractions, “enough” seems elusive and
keeps us indebted to that next source of satisfaction. What if the Giver of Life offered freedom from this downward spiral?
Would you take it?

WEEK 3 | OCTOBER 3 | “BE FAITHFUL, SAVE, AND GIVE”
Earning money? Check. Saving money? Check. Giving money? Really? The call of God on our lives invades our finances,
urging us toward healthy practices that extend our life-influence beyond what we ever thought possible. “This most
generous God is more than extravagant with you. He gives you something you can then give away....”

WEEK 4 | OCTOBER 10 | “HEART GIVING”
What we do with what we’ve got makes all the difference in the world. In fact, what we do with what we’ve got has the power
to change the world. True worship calls us to offer our lives, gifts, and resources to God, for use beyond our wildest dreams.
Adult Sunday School classes will be studying Shiny Gods: Finding Freedom From Things That Distract Us by Mike Slaughter
during these four weeks. If you are not already in a class, we invite you to join one for this study. There are in-person and
Zoom options. See the small group list or contact the church office for more information.
Each family is also invited to pick up a devotion guide to use at home. The devotional readings are designed to draw families
into closer fellowship with God as they explore financial decision together. They include short readings, Scripture, prayer,
and stories. We expect the books to be available on Sunday, September 12. If you would like one mailed to you, please
contact the church office at (913) 888-5600 or office@lenexaumc.org.
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CHILDREN'S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
NURSERY CARE is available in room 206 for kids 3 & under during both the 9 and 10:30 worship services.
SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9 a.m. will resume on September 12. Kids age 4–5th grade are invited to attend Sunday School
during either or both services. The same lesson will be taught at both 9 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday School. At 9, drop off and
pick up kids in the 2nd floor of the education building. At 10:30, we start in worship and after the children’s moment we go to
the education building where you can pick kids up after worship. Masks are required for kids and adults ages 4+.

GROWING IN GRACE CHOIR | Wednesdays | 6:15–7 P.M.
Growing in Grace Children’s Choir is resuming this fall, beginning September 8. We are so excited to start singing and
making music together again! Kids 4 years old through 8th grade are invited to join us. Can’t make Wednesday night? No
worries---we will also have a brief practice during 10:30 a.m. Sunday School for those who would still like to sing. We'll
sing once a month during the 10:30 service. Please call or email Liesel Stephens at (816) 529-9242 or Liesel.Stephens@
lenexaumc.org with any questions.

ACOLYTE TRAINING | Sunday, September 12 | 11:30 A.M.
Kids in 3rd–5th grade are invited to serve as acolytes during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. If you are interested in acolyting,
please plan to attend this training or let Mary Clow know if you want to acolyte, but can’t attend.

CHILDREN'S SABBATH | Sunday, October 17
Mark your calendars to be here for the children to help lead worship at both services!

PUMPKIN DECORATING | Sunday, October 17 | 11:30 A.M.
The whole family is invited to stay after church for lunch and pumpkin decorating! Please RSVP to Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.

HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL | Sunday, October 24 | 4–5:30 P.M.
Dress in costume and invite a friend to come to our outdoor Halloween carnival. There will be lots of games and activities in
the parking lot run by the LUMYouth.

YOUTH MINISTRIES
In September, we are starting our Healthy Relationships series, where we will be covering topics of sexuality/identity,
reproductive care, body image, intimacy, verbal and non/verbal communication, consent and more, all regarding our faith.
There will be 8 lessons in total! We will be teaching one lesson in Sunday School and then one in Youth Group, and we are
hoping to bring in guest speakers to speak about certain topics. We encourage your youth to participate, as we will be
discussing important and meaningful subjects! The current schedule is listed below.

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES & TIMES
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

—

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

4–6 P.M.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

8 P.M.

NO Youth Group—enjoy your Labor Day weekend!
Youth Group
Watching the movie Soul In Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

4–6 P.M.

Youth Group

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

4–6 P.M.

Youth Group
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YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
Young Adult Ministries has settled into a great flow!

YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays | 10:30 a.m.

Meet us in the Underground on Sunday mornings for snacks, coffee and other
tasty drinks, and great conversations. Our Sunday morning gatherings in the
Underground are casual and enlightening. Our topics sometimes originate from
the morning’s sermon topic, the editorial pages of different newspapers, and ideas
from our young adults. One of our favorite topic sources is from the Wall Street
Journal weekend edition when they feature “Soapbox”. Here 6 different and diverse persons are asked to
share their thoughts based on one word. In August the word was “humility”. You can imagine the enlightening
conversations we enjoyed.

UFO: UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, September 15 | 6:30–8 p.m.

On the third Wednesday evening of each month, the Underground fills with adults 18 and older for an easy meal,
fellowship, and a fun game of sorts. This UFO gathering (Underground Fellowship Odyssey) has attracted a
wonderfully diverse group. Our next UFO date is September 15. All persons 18 years and older are invited, and
are welcome.

MIXED NUTS 2022
Preliminary planning has begun for MIXED NUTS 2022.
Interested young adults (18-35) should mark their planners for
January 2–8. We will be heading south to warmer weather, and
doing work where we are needed. The work site search has
just begun.
Cost per person should be $150.00 for young adults. Older
adults will be recruited as needed, and their participation fee
will be $350.00. Interested persons of all ages should contact
Bruce or Lisa Freeman.

Questions about Young Adult Ministries? Contact Young Adult
Facilitators Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net or
Bruce Freeman at brfvet@aol.com.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
JULY 2021

General Operating Fund Contributions Received .................................................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received .......................................................................................
Income from Endowment for Budget .........................................................................................................................

$26,427
$139
$1,250

Total Operating Income Received ...............................................................................................................................

$27,816

2021 Annual Budget ......................................................................................................................................................... $512,000
Mission Share Paid ...........................................................................................................................................................
Mission Share Paid Year-To-Date .................................................................................................................................
2021 Mission Share ...........................................................................................................................................................

$4,234
$29,642
$50,815

GIVING ALTERNATIVES

There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating
budget, kitchen project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:
• Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
• Mail a check to LUMC at 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the
memo line.
• Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving for information and the link to give online.
• Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa
United Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!

Do you shop online? There are two ways to support the church while doing so.
#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church
will receive a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings.
Donations vary by retailer, but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win!
1. Sign up at www.iGive.com/LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch. Your registration automatically supports
LUMC.
2. Download the iGive button. This is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a
donation when shopping at a participating merchant.
3. Shop!
#2: Amazon Smile: If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose
Lenexa United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save
the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! You can use your
Amazon Prime account and still benefit the church.
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SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS
PATHFINDERS

Pathfinders Sunday School Class meets at 9:15 a.m. We will soon be moving back to the Asbury room from our temporary
location in Room 119. You can also join via Zoom! Beginning September 19, we will be studying Shiny Gods by Mike Slaughter
as part of the fall stewardship emphasis. For the Zoom link, contact Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org. All are welcome!

FOUNDATIONS

Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays in Room 105 and on Zoom to discuss thought-provoking
questions and support each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our
life. Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS

Dashers Sunday School Class meets Sundays at 10:15 in the Wesley room. We typically have 8 to 10 people in attendance
and discuss a variety of theologically related topics. We generally begin our discussion with that week's sermon and how
it spoke to us, then move to the lesson topic. Recent discussion topics have included bible study of specific passages
(Lenten study, Sermon on the Mount and other favorites) using the Powers bible study methodology. Additional examples
of topics we have had/are having classes on include prayer, how other religions relate to Christianity, and how the bible
came to be. Feel free to just drop by and join on Sunday morning—or contact Dave Glisson at daveglissdp@gmail.com for
more information.

SPECTRUM

Spectrum Sunday School Class meets at 9 a.m. in Room 122. For more info, contact Wayne Dothage at wdothage@gmail.com.

LADIES BOOKCLUB

The Ladies Bookclub is always open to visitors! We meet at noon on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, either at the church
or a member's home. Contact Linda Stoker at lstoker98@gmail.com for details! The book we're reading for our September
15 meeting is The Book of Lost Names by Kristen Harmel. We'll read Secrets of a Charmed Life by Susan Meissner for
October and Firekeeper's Daughter by Angeline Boulley for November. Most books are available at the public library.

CHRISTCARE

The Friends and Followers ChristCare group meets in Room 105 on the 4th Thursday of each month. The group is a caring,
confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe environment.
After catching up with joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If you'd like more
information or want to join, contact Linda Stokes at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH

Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!

MEN'S GROUP

Men's Group meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Wesley Room for discussions and presentations of
interest to Christian men of all ages. All men are invited to attend! If you'd like notifications about meetings or have questions,
contact Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, or Chuck Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net.
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