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The Messenger is available online or at church. If you'd like a copy mailed to you, please contact the church office.
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PASTOR’S
CORNER
The day is approaching. It will be October 31 following the
10:30 worship service. Tom Brady will be our main guest on
that day. We will also have a special guest musician singing
in both services. Invite your family members and friends to
come to the worship services and to celebrate the event at
11:30 am.
When was the last time you went to a mortgage-burning
party? It will be the first one for me. It is something good to
look forward to. I am very happy to be part of Lenexa UMC when special events are happening.
What a milestone for our church to pay off 3.2 million within a reasonable time! It will be
exciting to see the flames emerging from the burning of the million dollars mortgage which
the church recently paid it off in full.
Please pray that the weather will cooperate, because we do not want to get in trouble with
wildfire; at the same time, we want to see the mortgage papers burned to nothing and the
financial burdens of paying the hefty debt going up in smoke, financially liberating the church
from its burdensome obligations.
The mortgage-burning celebration coming up. Don't miss it!

		Shalom!
		

		
		
Pastor Ezekiel Koech
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WORDS ON WORSHIP
OCTOBER 3 | 19th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Faithful Giving—Faithful God”
Philippians 4:14–20. It is to people who have given faithfully and generously that Paul says, “My God shall supply all your
needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” If we meet the condition--give faithfully, God will fulfill His part-supply all our needs. So what is faithful giving? Pastor Ezekiel preaching.
HOLY COMMUNION: Communion will be served by the congregation coming up the center aisle. Communion servers
will wear gloves to hand out bread and prepackaged juice cups. Those who wish to continue taking communion with
the wafer in the cup instead of receiving bread are welcome to do so. After receiving the elements, you may kneel at the
communion rail or return to your seat to consume the elements. At the park, you come to the front to receive communion
in the same way and then return to your chair. Those worshiping at home can either supply their own bread and juice or
pick up prepackaged elements at the church office or during the Dinner’s On Us drive-thru Wednesday, September 29,
5:30–6:30 p.m.

OCTOBER 10 | 20th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Heart Giving”
Mark 8:34-38, Luke 3:8-9. What we do with what we’ve got makes all the difference in the world. In fact, what we do with
what we’ve got has the power to change the world. True worship calls us to offer our lives, gifts, and resources to God, for
use beyond our wildest dreams. Dave Glisson preaching.

OCTOBER 17 | CHILDREN'S SABBATH

“What Fruit Do You Produce?”
Galatians 5:22–25. Paul writes that if we are connected to the Spirit, we will produce the fruits of love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. What do these fruits look like in our lives? How are we
reflecting God’s love to all we interact with, particularly children? Children's Ministries Director Mary Clow preaching.

OCTOBER 24 | 22nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Recognizing Your Blindness”
Mark 10:46–52. If you want to get better, you must recognize your blindness, respond with belief, react with boldness and
receive your blessing. We’re told that he is both “blind” and he is a “beggar.” Blindness was a very common problem in
Palestine. Generally, one who was blind was never healed. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

OCTOBER 31 | 23rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Jesus Paid It All”
Matthew 6:14, Matthew 27:35-46. If our actions are debt, then thank God he’s our creditor! We often hear people describe
Jesus' death upon the cross as an atonement for our sins, but what does that mean exactly? Pastor Ezekiel preaching.
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Worship takes place at 9 and 10:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary and via livestream on
Facebook for those who are more comfortable worshiping from home. Tune in at
www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.
COVID safety protocols are in place. If you choose to attend services in person, please
read our protocols first at www.lenexaumc.org/covid/.
Missed last week? Watch previous services at https://lenexaumc.org/online-services/.

Staying home?
Participate in Sunday worship remotely in any of these ways!
#1: LIVESTREAM

#2: WATCH LATER

At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch
the worship service live at
facebook.com/lenexaumc/live.
You do not need a Facebook
account to be able to watch.
If you go to the website before
the video has started, it will not
automatically show up when
worship begins. You will need
to refresh the webpage for the
video to load.

The videos from both worship
services are posted each week on
our church website at lenexaumc.
org/online-services/. They are posted
shortly after worship ends on Sunday
morning and are available to watch
anytime during the week. Videos are
left on this page for at least 3 months,
so you can go back and watch
previous weeks if you missed them or
want to watch them again.

#3: LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet
access available or would
prefer to listen on CD, we
have audio recordings of the
9:00 and 10:30 A.M. services
available on CD. Contact
the church office at office@
lenexaumc.org and we can
mail you CDs every week.
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NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
A NOTE FROM THE INVITING MINISTRIES/MARKETING TEAM:
We have begun a "soft sell" marketing campaign on our Official LUMC Facebook page. If you are on Facebook and
follow our official LUMC page, you may have seen our first three posts. So far we have gotten great results in the
number of "views". Our goal is to PROMOTE our church ministries and try to create an interest in folks who are looking
for a church home for their families, for their children, for their youth, for lovers of music, for knitters, etc. These posts
will hit our Church Facebook page each Friday around noon.
In order for this campaign to reach the greatest number of people, we are relying on you, our church members &
friends who "follow" LUMC's official page. Please SHARE these posts on your own Facebook page in your "news feed".
If you have questions about this, or IDEAS on additional posts, please reach out to Lisa Freeman, soaringhogs@
sbcglobal.net, with your thoughts. Photos submissions are also invited and appreciated.

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
October 3 is World Communion Sunday. Along with celebrating the sacrament of Holy Communion with other
churches around the world on this special Sunday, we also receive a special offering.
Around the globe, countless gifted and qualified people face financial obstacles that hinder them from preparing
for the vocation God has given them, especially youth and young adults. For ethnic students who will be the first
generation in their families to attend college, or for those people of color who haven’t historically had access to
resources that make higher education possible, the road toward education has often been unwieldy.
What would it look like if the church today imitated Jesus’ affirmation of the full dignity and God-given potential of all
people—especially those who’ve historically been assigned to the world’s margins? On World Communion Sunday
your giving helps to provide scholarships for national and international graduate students whom God has gifted to
learn and to serve.
You may give on World Communion Sunday in the offering plate, by mailing a check to the church, or giving online at
www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving.

MERLE SPARLIN FISHING DERBY
Saturday, October 9 | 9:30–11:30 a.m.

All kids are invited to the annual Merle Sparling Fishing Derby, which is organized by the LUMC Men’s Group, at
Rose’s Pond at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park. Bring a fishing pole if you have one. If not, there will also be poles available to
borrow. Bait will be provided and hot dogs will be served. Invite a friend!
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KITCHEN UPDATE
Work continues on the hardwood floor refinishing and kitchen tile grouting.
In mid-September, the hood above the (future) stove and ovens was installed. The hood seems overly large, but is
required by code to be bigger than the stove. The space between the hood and the ceiling will contain wiring for the
hood lights and fan. The space will eventually be covered by a valance.
In addition, ductwork installation for the ANSUL (fire suppression) system has been installed above the kitchen and
hallway ceilings. The ductwork is cylindrical and similar to home furnace or air conditioner ducts, and connects like
straws fitting together only on a much larger scale (see picture below).
The fire suppression system has also been installed. The system is located in the hood above the stove. In case of
a fire, the system automatically shuts off the gas and electricity to the appliance. An extinguisher shoots a powder
onto the stove, and if necessary, into the ductwork above, and will immediately trigger the fire alarm as well as send
a message to our alarm service. The ANSUL system is in lieu of a sprinkler system.

The range hood and ANSUL system.

Ductwork above the kitchen and hallway ceilings.

FAREWELL AND THANK YOU
We would like to thank LUMC for your recognition of our 50 plus years of memberships, community and service.
Thank you for being our church home and such a good place to raise our family. As many of you know, we decided
it was time to move closer to our children in Louisville and Atlanta. On September 18 we moved to a new home, our
address is:
Paul and Pat Coole
4105 Wooded Acre Lane
Louisville, KY 40245
Thanks for the memories,
Pat and Paul
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STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN
PUTTING GOD FIRST IN LIVING AND GIVING
We continue our fall stewardship program, First: Putting God First in Living and Giving.
This program helps us remember to put God first in our lives as we move forward in faith
as individuals and as a congregation, asking the question “What happens when we truly
put God first in all aspects of our lives?”
The first two Sundays in October, we will continue the journey and express our gratitude
and generosity by making a commitment to God and LUMC for 2022. Look for a letter
and Estimate of Giving card in the mail, as well as an email with a link to fill out the
card online.

WEEK 3 | OCTOBER 3 | “BE FAITHFUL, SAVE, AND GIVE”
Why is giving so important? Giving is the nature of God. Our God is a God who gives. “God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish but will have eternal life” (John 3:16
CEB). God expects his people to respond by giving. Generosity is evidence of the Spirit’s work in a person’s life.
As I submit more and more of myself to Jesus, there will be less of me and more of him. His character will be
demonstrated through me. As my heart beats more in unison with the heart of Jesus, then the purpose of Jesus
will be released in my life. As a matter of fact, for those of us who follow Jesus, giving is a way of life. Notice
in Matthew 6:2 that Jesus didn’t say “if you give.” He said “whenever you give.” Every time I give, it serves as
intentional exercise toward spiritual health.

WEEK 4 | OCTOBER 10 | “HEART GIVING”
God in his word doesn’t direct us as the church to build cathedrals but to bring our tithe to God’s storehouse as
God’s mean of provision. We are the only hands that God has to rebuild the places long devastated. We are the
only feet to carry the good news to the poor. We are the only bank account that God has to save people on the
planet. We are it! That’s why the tithe matters.
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CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MINISTRIES
join us on Sunday mornings!
9:00 A.M.
Nursery Care: Kids 3 and under—Room 206
Kid's Kingdom: Kids age 4–5th grade—2nd Floor of the Education Building

10:30 A.M.
Nursery Care: Kids 3 and under—Room 206
Kids Connect: Kids age 4–5th grade—meet in the Sanctuary, pick up on 2nd Floor of the Education Building

GROWING IN GRACE CHOIR | Wednesdays | 6:15–7 P.M.
Kids 4 years old through 8th grade are invited to join us every Wednesday for choir practice, games, and snacks. Can’t
make Wednesday night? No worries---we will also have a brief practice during 10:30 a.m. Sunday School for those
who would still like to sing. We sing once a month during the 10:30 service. Please call or email Liesel at (816) 529-9242
or Liesel.Stephens@lenexaumc.org with any questions.

FISHING DERBY | Saturday, October 9 | 9:30–11:30 A.M.
All families are invited to come to Rose’s Pond at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park for the annual Merle Sparling Fishing Derby

organized by the LUMC Men’s Group. Bring a fishing pole if you have one, there will also be poles available to borrow.
Bait will be provided and hot dogs will be served. Invite a friend!

CHILDREN'S SABBATH | Sunday, October 17

Children will be helping lead worship at both 9:00 and 10:30 for Children’s Sabbath. There will not be Sunday School
on this day. Let Ms. Mary know how your children want to help in worship!

PUMPKIN DECORATING | Sunday, October 17 | 11:30 A.M.

The whole family is invited to stay after church for lunch and pumpkin decorating! Please RSVP to Mary.Clow@
lenexaumc.org.

HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL | Sunday, October 24 | 4–5:30 P.M.
Dress in costume and invite a friend to come to our outdoor Halloween carnival. There will be lots of games and activities
in the parking lot run by the LUMYouth. Donations of individually wrapped candy can be brought to the church office.

FAMILY HAYRIDE | Sunday, November 14 | 4–6 P.M.
LUMC Children and Youth ministries are joining together for a family hayride at Shawnee Mission Park. The hayride
will be followed by a bonfire with apple cider and marshmallows. Cost is $5 per person (2 and under are free). Space is
limited, so RSVP to Mary Clow at Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org as soon as you can.
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YOUTH MINISTRIES
We start Confirmation October 13! This is open to anyone who has not yet been confirmed in the church, starting with 6th graders.
Please let Teila know if your youth will be joining us at Teila.Creekmore@lenexaumc.org. We will meet Wednesdays, 5:30–7 p.m!
Fall Retreat is coming up November 5–7! The theme this year is “Act Justly, Love Mercy, & Walk Humbly”. We hope to see you
this year! Be on the lookout for more details!

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES & TIMES
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3

Finishing up the Healthy Relationships series

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

Pumpkin Carving & Crafts

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17

Corn Maze

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24

Helping with the Halloween Carnival

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31

Halloween Party

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
Great gatherings are happening in Young Adult Ministries!

YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays | 10:30 a.m.

Meet us in the Underground on Sunday mornings for snacks, coffee and other tasty
drinks, and great conversations. Our Sunday morning gatherings in the Underground are
casual and enlightening. Our topics sometimes originate from the morning’s sermon
topic, the editorial pages of different newspapers, and ideas from our young adults.

UFO: UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, October 20 | 6:30–8 p.m.

On the third Wednesday evening each month, the Underground fills with adults 18 years and older for an easy meal,
fellowship, and a fun game of sorts. This UFO gathering (Underground Fellowship Odyssey) has attracted a wonderfully
diverse group. Our next UFO gathering will be an Octoberfest on October 20th. All persons 18 years and older are welcome!

MIXED NUTS 2022
Preliminary planning has begun for MIXED NUTS 2022. Interested young adults (18–35) should mark their planners for
January 2–8. We will be heading south to warmer weather. Our worksite search will mostly likely take us to hurricane
disaster relief or to burst pipes in last winter’s cold surge in Texas. Cost per person should be $150.00 for young adults.
Older adults will be recruited as needed, and their participation fee will be $350.00. Interested persons of all ages should
contact Bruce or Lisa Freeman. Persons interested in donating for building materials are invited to do so. Each January the
MIXED NUTS spend between $1,000 & $ 1,500 on building materials.

YOUNG ADULT CHALLENGE 2022: WORK/HIKE/CLIMB/FLOAT

Young adults ages 18-35 should mark their July 2022 calendars for our summer mission/fun trip. Our trip will take place July
10-16, 2022. Cost will be $175 for young adults and $350 for older adults. (Older adults will be recruited as needed.)
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
AUGUST 2021

General Operating Fund Contributions Received .................................................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received .......................................................................................
Income from Endowment for Budget .........................................................................................................................

$29,259
$1,448
$1,250

Total Operating Income Received ...............................................................................................................................

$31,957

2021 Annual Budget ......................................................................................................................................................... $512,000
Mission Share Paid ...........................................................................................................................................................
Mission Share Paid Year-To-Date .................................................................................................................................
2021 Mission Share ...........................................................................................................................................................

$4,235
$33,877
$50,815

GIVING ALTERNATIVES

There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating
budget, kitchen project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:
• Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
• Mail a check to LUMC at 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the
memo line.
• Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving for information and the link to give online.
• Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa
United Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!

Do you shop online? There are two ways to support the church while doing so.
#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church
will receive a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings.
Donations vary by retailer, but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win!
1. Sign up at www.iGive.com/LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch. Your registration automatically supports
LUMC.
2. Download the iGive button. This is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a
donation when shopping at a participating merchant.
3. Shop!
#2: Amazon Smile: If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose
Lenexa United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save
the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! You can use your
Amazon Prime account and still benefit the church.

11

SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS
PATHFINDERS

Pathfinders Sunday School Class meets at 9:15 a.m. in the Asbury Room. You can also join via Zoom! This month, we will
continue studying Shiny Gods by Mike Slaughter as part of the fall stewardship emphasis. For the Zoom link, contact Keith
Stokes at keith@mightymac.org. All are welcome!

FOUNDATIONS

Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays in Room 105 and on Zoom to discuss thought-provoking
questions and support each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our
life. Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS

Dashers Sunday School Class meets Sundays at 10:15 in Room 122. We typically have 8 to 10 people in attendance and
discuss a variety of theologically related topics. We generally begin our discussion with that week's sermon and how it
spoke to us, then move to the lesson topic. Recent discussion topics have included bible study of specific passages (Lenten
study, Sermon on the Mount and other favorites) using the Powers bible study methodology. Additional examples of topics
we have had/are having classes on include prayer, how other religions relate to Christianity, and how the bible came to be.
Feel free to just drop by and join on Sunday morning—or contact Dave Glisson at daveglissdp@gmail.com for more info.

SPECTRUM

Spectrum Sunday School Class meets at 9 a.m. in Room 122. For more info, contact Wayne Dothage at wdothage@gmail.com.

LADIES BOOKCLUB

The Ladies Bookclub is always open to visitors! We meet at noon on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, either at the church
or a member's home. Contact Linda Stoker at lstoker98@gmail.com for details! The book we're reading for our October 20
meeting is Secrets of a Charmed Life by Susan Meissner. We'll read Firekeeper's Daughter by Angeline Boulley for November.
Most books are available at the public library.

CHRISTCARE

The Friends and Followers ChristCare group meets in Room 105 on the 4th Thursday of each month. The group is a caring,
confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe environment.
After catching up with joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If you'd like more
information or want to join, contact Linda Stokes at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH

Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!

MEN'S GROUP

Men's Group meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Wesley Room for discussions and presentations of
interest to Christian men of all ages. All men are invited to attend! If you'd like notifications about meetings or have questions,
contact Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, or Chuck Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net.

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY

All are welcome to participate in a weekly zoom Bible study on Thursday evenings from 7–8 p.m. led by Fiske Miles. The
study will begin by studying the stewardship series and then will continue meeting each week for Bible study. Contact
Fiske Miles fiskem3@gmail.com for the Zoom link and more information.
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