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The deadline for the December issue of the Messenger is noon on Wednesday, November 17. 
Email articles to Lauren.Lanigan@lenexaumc.org.

The Messenger is available online or at church. If you'd like a copy mailed to you, please contact the church office.

CONNECT WITH US!
Office email:  office@lenexaumc.org
Office phone:  (913) 888-5600
        facebook.com/lenexaumc

facebook.com/lenexaumc/live

sanctuary or on livestream at
9 and 10:30 every Sunday!

worship with us in the



PASTOR’S
CORNER

  Shalom!
 

  
  
  Pastor Ezekiel Koech
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As a congregation, how should we prepare ourselves for 2022 and the years ahead? Well, a total of 74 Lenexa United Methodist 
Church (LUMC) staff and members participated in the Readiness 360 survey in March and April of this year.  The rating system 
indicated that the more multiplication energy our church has, the more ready we will be to start something new. The results 
(Spiritual Intensity – 76%, Dynamic Relationships – 73%, Mission Alignment – 72%,  Cultural Openness – 73%) show that 
Lenexa UMC is strongest in terms of Spiritual Intensity and most challenged in terms of Missional Alignment. Based on those 
results, are you ready to do something new? Personally, I am excited. I like new things. The council members and I agreed that 
we start with strengthening what we are good at. These are Spiritual Intensity and Dynamic Relationships. This will help us to 
build a springboard for Mission Alignment and Cultural Openness. We can’t do everything at once. 

What will this look like? It calls for the willingness, participation, and commitment of each and every congregant of LUMC. 
After all, our purpose at LUMC states, “Journeying Together Toward Spiritual Growth”. We all need to own this work of growing 
in Spiritual Intensity and Dynamic Relationships, because they have been proven to function in our church. Know that none 
of us can do it on our own. It calls for teamwork, but it doesn’t have to be hard or feel weird. It’s simply being excited about 
what God is doing here and sharing it with people you love: being joyful about our “burning of the mortgage”, remodeling the 
kitchen, Dinner’s On Us, Hillcrest Transitional Housing, youth retreats, wonderful children programs, young adults programs, 
mission trips, and “Bible Bootcamp” coming up in 2022. Our church task force recommended that we kick off 2022 with a 
church-wide Bible Bootcamp in February, which will run through the end of March. I have requested small group leaders 
discuss the kind of Bible-based study they want to take on in those two months with their various group members. I hope 
to know what each group plans to study by November 14 so we have time to order the study materials. I know some of you 
already have your own way of doing Sunday school/Bible Study, but I would request you to consider committing yourself for 
only two months (February & March) to do this Bible Bootcamp. If you are not a member of any Bible study group, I would 
encourage you to join an organized group Bible study—or feel free to form your own. The real goal of doing Bible Bootcamp 
would be to restore our dynamic relationships and to have every individual in the church personally read and study the Bible 
and pray every day. As the old saying goes, “a family that prays together stays together”. God blesses church families who pray 
and eat together, giving them increased peace, love, and harmony. That is what we need at Lenexa UMC. 

When we look back on what we have done in the midst of the COVID–19 pandemic, there is so much to celebrate—we have a 
new drummer, the young adults’ mission trip to Salida, Colorado, a youth confirmed in July, Fresh Start Sunday, Children’s 
Choir, the fishing derby, the membership class, Worship in the Park, etc.—about what God has done!  And there is so much 
to look forward to in the year ahead. I can’t wait to go there with you! Let’s keep fixing our eyes on Jesus and, together, grow 
more and more into the church Jesus longs for us to be.

As I see it…
I can’t believe we are in the fall. Where did the days and months go? This is one of my favorite parts of 
the year. I like the moderate cool weather, high school girls’ volleyball, football and, of course, costumes 
and tricks and treats. But I shouldn’t enjoy this season so much that I forget that the year 2022 is going 
to be here soon—and therefore, I should prepare myself for it. 
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NOVEMBER 7    |  ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
“Celebrate All Saints”
1 Corinthians 1:1–2; 2 Corinthians 6:14–17

"Saint" is not a term always well understood. The words holy, sanctify, sanctification, dedicate and saint are all related 
terms. Apostle Paul uses the term “saint” in the texts to mean set-apart in Christ Jesus from the world and sin and the flesh 
to be put into the service of God. So as followers of Christ, each of us is called to be separated from sinful influences and 
activities.

Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

HOLY COMMUNION:  Communion will be served by the congregation coming up the center aisle. Communion servers will 
wear gloves to hand out bread and prepackaged juice cups. Those who wish to continue taking communion with the wafer in 
the cup instead of receiving bread are welcome to do so. After receiving the elements, you may kneel at the communion rail or 
return to your seat to consume the elements. Those worshiping at home can either supply their own bread and juice or pick 
up prepackaged elements at the church office or during the Dinner’s On Us drive-thru Wednesday, November 3, 5:30–6:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 14    |  25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
“Do We Need To Know Everything?”
Mark 13:1–8

Many things we don't need to know, but there are some things we do need to know. Pay attention!

Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

NOVEMBER 21    |   CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
“Preparation For a Servant King”
John 18:33–37

Jesus was born to be king, but his kingdom is not on this earth—it is in heaven. He only came to earth to make a way for us 
to live with him in heaven.

Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

NOVEMBER 28    |   1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“Waiting For the King of the World: Jesus' Arrival”
Luke 1:5–79

The world is waiting for the King of the world—a hero to come and meet the deep needs of their hearts. Jesus is that 
ultimate superhero who came into the world 2,000 years ago.

Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

WORDS ON WORSHIP



#3: LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet 
access available or would 
prefer to listen on CD, we 
have audio recordings of the 
9:00 and 10:30 A.M. services 
available on CD. Contact 
the church office at office@
lenexaumc.org and we can 
mail you CDs every week.

#2: WATCH LATER
The videos from both worship 
services are posted each week on 
our church website at lenexaumc.
org/online-services/. They are posted 
shortly after worship ends on Sunday 
morning and are available to watch 
anytime during the week. Videos are 
left on this page for at least 3 months, 
so you can go back and watch 
previous weeks if you missed them or 
want to watch them again.

#1: LIVESTREAM
At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch 
the worship service live at 
facebook.com/lenexaumc/live. 
You do not need a Facebook 
account to be able to watch. 
If you go to the website before 
the video has started, it will not 
automatically show up when 
worship begins. You will need 
to refresh the webpage for the 
video to load.

Staying home?
Participate in Sunday worship remotely in any of these ways!
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Worship takes place at 9 and 10:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary and via livestream on 
Facebook for those who are more comfortable worshiping from home. Tune in at

www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.

COVID safety protocols are in place. If you choose to attend services in person, please 
read our protocols first at www.lenexaumc.org/covid/ .

Missed last week? Watch previous services at https://lenexaumc.org/online-services/.
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SUSANNA CIRCLE
Thursday, November 11  |  9:30 a.m.  |  Wesley Room

The women of the Susanna Circle meet the second Thursday of each month for fellowship. Our meetings during the 
summer have been held at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park in Lenexa at 11:30 a.m. We brought our lunch or snack and a drink 
and enjoyed visiting outside where we felt more comfortable during the pandemic. At the October meeting we voted 
to move back to the church during the winter and resume our regular agenda. Our meetings consist of a devotion, 
refreshments and social time, and a short program. If there are any women interested in joining, we would be delighted 
to see you.

We will meet the second Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in Wesley Room, if it is available. If not, we will move to 
the Library. Instead of the usual refreshments provided by several members, we will continue to bring our own drink 
and snack, at least until the new kitchen is available for use. The November meeting is on Thursday, 11/11 and the 
December meeting will be on Thursday, 12/9.  If you have questions, call Diane Prather at (913) 499-7902.

CHURCH CONFERENCE
Sunday, November 14  |  11:30 a.m.  |  The Sanctuary

Our Annual Church Conference will be on the 14th. This is where we elect leadership for next year, set the 2022 budget, 
and conduct other business of the church. All professing members have a voice and vote at church conference. 

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE SALE
Sunday, November 21  |  8 a.m.–12 p.m.  |  Schneeberger Hall

Start your Christmas shopping at LUMC’s Holiday Boutique sale and support our congregation and the church! For 
more information, contact Bernie McNichols. 

NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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GO NUTS FOR KIDS
Please support LUMC children’s ministry by purchasing nuts and other holiday treats from our Go Nuts for Kids 
fundraiser. You may purchase in-person at church on November 7, 14, and 21 or online at www.lenexaumc.org/children. 
Thank you for your support!

 THANK YOU
(During Vacation Bible School this summer, the kids collected money for the Banana Local Church in Kenya 
to build a new Sunday School area for children. Additional donations were also given by LUMC members. 
Below is a thank you from Pastor Edward Koech for the donations.)

On behalf of members of Banana Church, I'm writing to convey our sincere appreciation for the financial support you 
provided towards the construction of a junior church sanctuary for Sunday school children. Please accept our great 
appreciation. The money amounting to KSh 54,000 ($507 USD) was received through our account. A lot of thanks to 
the whole church for your prayers and all the support. May the good God bless you all abundantly.

—From Pastor Edward Koech, AGC Banana 

CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM
Sunday, December 5 

Mark your calendars now for December 5. At 9:00 and again at 10:30, Barbara Pendleton will present "Christmas in 
Bethlehem (PA)."  Learn about the meaningful traditions in America's Christmas City-—and, as usual with Barbara's 
presentations, expect to experience some of them yourself! 

VINTAGE TV CHRISTMAS SPECIALS—SOCIAL MEDIA SERIES
Make sure your email address is updated with the church office, because right after Thanksgiving we will start a new 
social media series, "Outstanding Moments from Vintage TV Christmas Specials."  You won't want to miss a single 
installment!

And please share any or all of the installments with friends and neighbors, no matter where they might be. We want 
everyone to share the joy of the season!

ALTAR FLOWERS
The 2022 Altar Flower Calendar is on the bulletin board outside the office.  You may also sign up by calling the church 
office or emailing office@lenexaumc.org. You may sign up to bring flowers to commemorate a special occasion or in 
memory of a loved one.

FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is in need of jam/jelly, minute rice, laundry detergent, dish soap, bar soap, deodorant, single 
toothbrushes, and toothpaste. Please bring your donations to the gray bins outside of the church office. 



CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MINISTRIES

9:00 A.M.
Nursery Care:  Kids 3 and under—Room 206
Kid's Kingdom: Kids age 4–5th grade—2nd Floor of the Education Building

10:30 A.M.
Nursery Care:  Kids 3 and under—Room 206
Kids Connect: Kids age 4–5th grade—meet in the Sanctuary, pick up on 2nd Floor of the Education Building

**Note: there will be no Children's Sunday School on December 26**

GROWING IN GRACE CHOIR  |  Wednesdays  |  6:15–7 P.M.
Kids 4 years old through 8th grade are invited to join us every Wednesday for choir practice, games, and snacks. Can’t 
make Wednesday night? No worries---we will also have a brief practice during 10:30 a.m. Sunday School for those 
who would still like to sing. We sing once a month during the 10:30 service. Please call or email Liesel at (816) 529-9242 
or Liesel.Stephens@lenexaumc.org with any questions. 

FAMILY HAYRIDE  |  Sunday, November 14  |  4–6 P.M.
LUMC Children and Youth Ministries are joining together for a family hayride at Shawnee Mission Park! The hayride will be 
followed by a bonfire with apple cider and marshmallows. Cost is $5 per person (2 and under are free). Space is limited, so 
RSVP to Mary Clow at Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org as soon as you can.

BIBLE SUNDAY  |  Sunday, November 21  |  10:30 A.M.
3rd graders will receive bibles as a gift from the church on the 21st. We will have a Bible Blast Workshop on Saturday, 
November 20 from 1–2:30 p.m. to learn more about our new bibles. RSVP to Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.

FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY  |  Sunday, December 5  |  11:30 A.M.–1:00 P.M.
Families are invited to stay after church for a family Christmas party on Sunday, December 5 on the 2nd floor of the 
Education Building. We will have pizza, cookie decorating, games, and a movie. RSVP to Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org. 
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FAMILY EVENTS
The Children’s Ministry Committee has put together several fun family events for this spring and summer. Stay 
tuned for more details on these events. We hope to see you there!

SUNDAY, MAY 2   |   12:00 P.M.   |   All-Church Picnic at the Sunflower Shelter at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park
LATE MAY   (date TBD)     |    Visit Deanna Rose Farmstead
SATURDAY, JUNE 19    |   All-Church Day at Rockbottom Lake
JULY  (date TBD)     |   See Cinderella at Theater In the Park
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER  (date TBD)    |   Baseball Game

join us on Sunday mornings!
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UFO: UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, November 17   |   6:30–8  p.m.
UFO happens on the third Wednesday evening every month. For November we will be celebrating “Friendsgiving” together.  
Adults 18 to 80-ish are invited to join us for a meal, fellowship, and a fun game with the group.   So on November 17th, join 
us at 6:30 in the Underground and please, everyone bring a dish to share.  Meat?  Vegetable?  Fruit?  Dessert?  Your choice.  
Cold beverages will be loaded in our fridge and coffee will be freshly brewed!

MIXED NUTS 2022 IS ON THE CALENDAR!
Interested young adults (18-35) should mark their planners for January 2-8.  We will be heading south to warmer weather, 
and doing work where we are needed.  The work site search has just begun.  Cost per person should be $150.00 for young 
adults.  Older adults will be recruited as needed and their participation feel will be $350.00.  Interested persons of all ages 
should contact Bruce or Lisa Freeman… NOW!

YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays   |   10:30  a.m.
These gatherings in the Underground are casual and enlightening. Our topics sometimes 
originate from the morning’s sermon topic, the editorial pages of different newspapers, 
and ideas from our young adults. One of our favorite topic sources is from the Wall Street 
Journal weekend edition when they feature “Soapbox”.  Here, 6 different and diverse 

YOUTH MINISTRIES

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES

Youth Fall Retreat

          We will be departing the church on Friday at 5:45 p.m. We will arrive back at the  
         church on Sunday at 2 p.m.

Hayride with Children's Ministries at 4 p.m.

Leaf Raking for members of our congregation

Friendsgiving

          Please bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share!

NOVEMBER 5–7

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28

NOVEMBER  ACTIVITIES & TIMES

persons are asked to share their thoughts based on one word. Young Adults 18-35-ish are always invited to join in the 
conversations.  Occasional older adults wandering in are OK too!   
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

3RD QUARTER 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT
Thank you for your continued support of Lenexa UMC. Through your faithfulness, we support the many missions 
and ministries of our church. 3rd Quarter contributions to the operating budget general fund totaled $76,946, 
which is behind budget and behind this time last year. We have received additional income of $3,731 from 
building use and other income, $3,750 from Endowment Funds, $42,555 from the Employee Retention Credit, 
and $59,503 of Payroll Protection Program loans were forgiven. All bills are paid current, including 100% of our 
Mission Share to date.

During the 3rd Quarter, we also received $4,039 for special offerings and other mission projects including Youth 
Service Fund, Johnson Co. Multi-Service Center, Hillcrest Transitional Housing, St. Mary’s Hot Lunch Service, 
and more.

$17,676 was donated for the kitchen remodel project and we drew $36,000 from the Line of Credit to fund 
construction costs which total $247,973 through September.

We appreciate your support of the work that Christ is doing through Lenexa UMC!

UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY—NOVEMBER 28, 2021
Across the country, the people of The United Methodist Church are serving the people God loves in Jesus’ 
name. We’re doing it at home, but so often we’d like to do more.

• We want to serve those in other places who are suffering.
• We want to offer spiritual words of hope and life.
• And we want to be well-equipped to do both!

But the reality for most of us is that our responsibilities—home, family, work—don’t allow us to engage with 
every need we’d like to meet.

Right now, there are UMC young people—who might not have had the resources to attend a school of their 
choice, or, for some, any school at all—who’ve been sent by us into the world God loves because of our giving 
to United Methodist Student Day. When we give generously, we support these students as they 
prepare for a life that unites faith with knowledge.

What no one person or congregation can do alone, we’re doing together, through The 
United Methodist Church. You may give on United Methodist Student Day in the 
offering plate, by mailing a check to the church, or giving online at 
www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving.



GIVING ALTERNATIVES
There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating 
budget, kitchen project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:

• Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
• Mail a check to 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the memo line.
• Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving for information and the link to give online.
• Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa 

United Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!
Getting ready to do your Christmas shopping online? There are two ways to support the church while doing so. 

#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church will 
receive a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings. Donations 
vary by retailer, but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win! 

1. Sign up at www.iGive.com/LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch. Your registration automatically supports 
LUMC.

2. Download the iGive button. This is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a 
donation when shopping at a participating merchant.

3. Shop!

#2: Amazon Smile:  If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose 
Lenexa United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save 
the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! You can use your 
Amazon Prime account and still benefit the church.

General Operating Fund Contributions Received    ................................................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received    ......................................................................................
Employee Retention Credit    ..........................................................................................................................................
Forgiven PPP Loan    ...........................................................................................................................................................
Income from Endowment for Budget    ........................................................................................................................

Total Operating Income    .................................................................................................................................................

2021 Annual Budget    ........................................................................................................................................................

Mission Share Paid    ..........................................................................................................................................................
Mission Share Paid Year-To-Date    ................................................................................................................................
2021 Mission Share    ..........................................................................................................................................................

$20,677
$1,596

$42,555
$59,503

$1,250

$125,581

$512,000

$4,235
$33,877
$50,815

SEPTEMBER 2021
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PATHFINDERS
Pathfinders Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. in the Asbury Room. You can also join via Zoom! We have a guest 
speaker, Nicholas Clow, on Sunday, November 14, teaching us about the Catholic Faith and the Apocrypha. For the Zoom 
link, contact Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org. All are welcome!

FOUNDATIONS 
Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays in Room 105 and on Zoom to discuss thought-provoking 
questions and support each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our 
life. Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS
Dashers Sunday School Class meets Sundays at 10:15 in the Asbury Room. We typically have 8 to 10 people in attendance 
and discuss a variety of theologically related topics. We generally begin our discussion with that week's sermon and how it 
spoke to us, then move to the lesson topic. Recent discussion topics have included bible study of specific passages using 
the Powers bible study methodology. Additional examples of topics we have had/are having classes on include prayer, how 
other religions relate to Christianity, and how the bible came to be. Feel free to just drop by and join on Sunday morning—or 
contact Dave Glisson at daveglissdp@gmail.com for more info.

SPECTRUM
Spectrum Sunday School Class meets at 9 a.m. in Room 122. For more info, contact Wayne Dothage at wdothage@gmail.com.

LADIES BOOKCLUB
November 17 at noon, we will meet in the church library to discuss Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angelline Boulley. It is available 
now on e-book and is a short waiting list in library. It is considered a young adult novel...but certainly not "kiddie" topics. It is 
very good and can’t wait to discuss it with you! Let Linda know if you'd like discussion questions sent to you. December 15 
will be our Holiday "party". Let’s make it a potluck or bring your own lunch and meet at noon that day. We will discuss books 
and book suggestions YOU bring, so be thinking and compiling a list! As always, invite friends and neighbors and feel free to 
contact Linda Stoker with questions at lstoker98@gmail.com.

CHRISTCARE
The Friends and Followers ChristCare group meets in Room 105 on the 4th Thursday of each month. The group is a caring, 
confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe environment. 
After catching up with joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If you'd like more 
information or want to join, contact Linda Stokes at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH
Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free 
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!   

MEN'S GROUP
Men's Group meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Wesley Room for discussions and presentations of interest 
to Christian men of all ages. All men are invited to attend! The program for Men's Group on November 13 will be "America's 
Best Tasting Water Right Here In Johnson County" by Eric Arner. If you'd like notifications about meetings or have questions, 
contact Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, or Chuck Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net. 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY
All are welcome to participate in a weekly zoom Bible study on Thursday evenings from 7–8 p.m. led by Fiske Miles. Contact 
Fiske at fiskem3@gmail.com for the Zoom link and more information.

SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS


