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The deadline for the February issue of the Messenger is noon on Wednesday, January 18. 
Email articles to Lauren.Lanigan@lenexaumc.org.

The Messenger is available online or at church. If you'd like a copy mailed to you, please contact the church office.

Lenexa United Methodist Church  |  9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215

CONNECT WITH US!
Office email:  office@lenexaumc.org
Office phone:  (913) 888-5600
        facebook.com/lenexaumc

facebook.com/lenexaumc/live

or via livestream at
9 and 10:30 every Sunday!

in the sanctuary



PASTOR’S
CORNER

  Shalom!
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Happy New Year from my family to yours! 

I arrived safely in Kenya. Just fighting jet lag. Thanks so much for your prayers. I pray and hope that you are 
experiencing the joy of being both God's creation and His child. I celebrate God’s grace and provision over 
our church, your life and family during the year 2022, but I’m also excited about God’s will being manifested 
in your lives in 2023. With all that’s going on in the world today, what a refreshing word it is to know that the 
life of our church is in God’s control.

I must confess that your love and support so far have been immense, and therefore I never fail to marvel at what a wonderful 
church family we have here at LUMC. I feel blessed to have been your brother, friend, and pastor. I appreciate you all. I pray 
for God to bless and reward you for your dedication and devotion to our beloved church. I sincerely thank you for your 
cooperation, time, talents, prayers, sacrifices and commitment to LUMC. I must also thank you for your tolerance, patience, 
understanding, encouragement and prayers. This continues to be a great source of strength and support for me. Your words of 
comfort and compliments, your constructive criticisms & useful advice, your smiles and laughter have always lifted my spirits.                                                                                                                                         

As you make your new year's resolutions, remember to include involvement in the church and ministries that we have put 
in place for 2023. We are starting a Worship Plus Two program on January 1; I encourage you to attend worship and then 
participate in two other church-related activities, such as a Sunday School class, Dinner's On Us, Alpha, Bible Study, etc.
                                     
At the Church Council retreat last fall, we decided to have a special “Together Sunday” to deepen our spirituality, friendship, 
relationships, and to build a community of faith. Mark your calendar for Together Sunday on January 29, when we will have 
one combined worship service at 10 a.m. followed by a potluck and all-church game of Family Feud in Schneeberger Hall. I 
encourage you to invite a friend or neighbor to join us! I believe that our church should reflect the faces of people who live 
around Lenexa. If we are not getting those people in, we are going nowhere - this will take a communal effort, and not an 
individual. The COVID pandemic ravaged our church, and, as a result, people feel disconnected to fellow believers and to 
our church. I believe that if we have a strong relationship as a church, and deepen spiritually, our church will be heading in 
the right direction. 

As we begin the new year, my prayers encompass the following:
  •  I pray God to bless and reward you for your dedication and devotion to Him and to LUMC.                                            
  •  I pray that as God begins new things in your life, you will walk in His strength to end some things that don’t glorify Him.
  •  I pray that 2023 will be a year for the next level in your faith. You may be carrying within you a gift, ability, calling, vocation, 
or aspiration that you believe will catapult your life forward. If that is you, you need not to worry about how God will manifest 
that which is within you. With the help of the Holy Spirit, focus on pushing yourself intently to a greater level. 

Let us all pray that 2023 will be a year for increased discipleship at LUMC. Make this a year that you will make a personal 
commitment to God to magnify your walk with Him through a greater commitment to community small groups, ministry 
participation, personal witness, and stewardship. We often want more out of God without giving Him more of us. It is my 
prayer and desire that we give to God more in 2023. Lastly, pray with me for my trip back to U.S., especially that there won't 
be any flight delays or rescheduling due to weather, flu and COVID virus going around. American and British Airlines have 
already changed my arrival to January 20. Hopefully, there won't be any more changes. 

May the Lord do exceedingly and abundantly above all that we can ask in 2023 as we raise our commitment to Him, both 



YOUTH SPAGHETTI LUNCH 
Sunday, January 22   |   11:30 a.m.
Mark your calendars for January 22! At 11:30, the youth 
will be serving up spaghetti and garlic bread at a free 
meal as a thank you to the congregation for all of your 
ongoing support.

OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed on January 2 in 
observation of New Year’s and on January 16 in 
observation of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday. 

ALPHA GROUP 2023 
An Alpha conversation group 
will begin on Tuesdays, starting 
January 24, in the Wesley room 
at 6 p.m. Please mark your 
calendars to join us for this 

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY
January 15, 2023
When we serve others through Dinner’s on Us, 
Hillcrest Transitional Housing, St. Mary’s Food Kitchen, 
the Johnson County food pantry, and more, we are 
embodying what it means to be a light shining Jesus’ 
love in the world.

United Methodists recognize Human Relations Day on 
the Sunday before Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday. 
We proclaim that all of God’s children are important and 
support them with the tools and resources they need to 
reach their God-give potential. Your gift to the Human 
Relations Day special offering, cultivates ministries 
that help people see that they are made in God’s image 
and loved beyond measure. Your gift changes lives.

You may give in the offering plate on Sunday, January 
15, by mailing a check to the church office, or online at 
www.lenexaumc.org/give.

ZUMBA WORKOUT CLASSES
We are excited to be hosting Zumba classes at LUMC 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:00 p.m. beginning 
January 3. Take the “work” out of workout by mixing 
low-intensity and high-intensity moves for an interval-
style, calorie-burning dance fitness party. Once the 
Latin rhythms take over, you’ll see why Zumba fitness 
classes are often called “exercise in disguise.” Classes 
are taught by Caitlin Brisendine-Waala. Classes are 
on a walk-in basis with no membership or registration 
needed. $4 a class. All levels welcome.

NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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PASTOR EZEKIEL  OUT OF TOWN
Pastor Ezekiel will be in Kenya visiting family until 
January 20. For pastoral emergencies, call Rev. Jan 
Hayen, Pastor on Call, at (913) 832-9221. Tammy 
Shepherd will preach on January 8. Paige Foster will 
preach on January 15.

PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT
LUMC Preschool and CDO enrollment opens to church 
members on January 18. For more info, contact Director 
Megan Taylor at megan.taylor@lenexaumc.org.

special church opportunity. All are welcome, and we 
will be glad to have you!

We will enjoy a meal together as we have some very 
thoughtful and challenging conversations. And you 
don’t have to talk if you feel like not talking. Youth, young 
adults, and all adults are welcome. One good thing 
about Alpha is that it encompasses all age groups. 

We will look at different topics such as “How do we 
know God’s will?”, “How do we hear God’s voice?” and 
more. We will learn a lot about God, growing spiritually, 
becoming better witnesses, and being friendly.

For more information, please contact Pastor Ezekiel at 
913-888-5600 or Jay Charles Soper at 913-265-0965.
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TOGETHER SUNDAY
JANUARY 29, 2023

Worship Together. Eat Together. Be Together.

10:00 a.m. —  Worship Together
We will worship as a complete church family at one worship service at 10:00 a.m. with combined music from the 
Tree of Life Praise Band and Chancel Choir. Families are encouraged to worship together, and we will celebrate 
communion on this day so kids will get a chance to take communion. There will not be children’s or youth Sunday 
School classes, but nursery care will be available.

11:00 a.m. — Eat Together
Stay after worship for a potluck and time to visit with each other. Please bring a dish to share.

11:30 a.m. — Be Together
After the potluck, we will have a fun all-church activity playing Family Feud in Schneeberger Hall. Team up with other 
church members and see which group will win! It will be fun for all ages – 3 to 103!

We are looking forward to this opportunity to spend time worshiping God, fellowshipping over lunch, and having fun 
together. Please invite a friend or a church member who you haven’t seen in awhile to come on Sunday, January 29, 
2023, for Together Sunday.

"HELLO THERE!
It is such a pleasure to be invited back to serve at Lenexa United Methodist Church. It is so exciting that there are 
new faces and families to get to know.  As I get to know you all, I will let you all know a bit about me.

For starters, I am the daughter of Ann Foster, she’s been heading up the blood drives recently and she’ll even take 
your blood pressure between services. We came to LUMC when I was in 3rd grade. From then on I participated in Kid’s 
Kingdom and Youth Group activities, so much so that I served as a youth intern for two summers.

During my time in youth group I came to enjoy leadership roles and mission trips. My mission adventures have 
brought me many memories and taken me many places. The Work. Hike. Climb. trip ignited a love within me for hiking 
and the mountains.

My engagement in church and the support of this congregation planted a seed of seeking an education in ministry. 
That seed has grown into a love for Biblical study, mindful mission activities and an interest in most things theology.

Outside of church I enjoy spending time with my boyfriend Justin, our dog Daisy and our 5-month-old daughter, Nora. 
As a family we enjoy trying new restaurants, spending time outdoors fishing & hiking and playing some video games.

Justin, Nora, and I look forward to meeting and getting to know you all!"

    — Paige Foster, Director of Youth and Congregational Ministries

Paige will begin her ministry with us on January 15.



SUNDAY, JANUARY  1    |  NEW YEAR'S DAY  |   one worship service at 10:00 a.m.
“The Spirituality of Now”
Matthew 6:25–34. Mark DeCoursey preaching. 
No Heavenly Half Hour or Sunday School.

COMMUNION SUNDAY:
When receiving communion, you will have the choice of pre-packaged cups of juice or the chalice for intinction. 
If worshiping at home, you are invited to supply your own bread and juice.

SUNDAY, JANUARY  8    |  EPIPHANY SUNDAY

“Igniting Your Spark”
Matthew 2:7-11;  1 Corinthians 12:4-31. This sermon explores the ministry of John the Baptist, which proclaimed 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins and a call to action, bearing fruit worthy of repentance. Tree of Life Praise Band at 
9:00 a.m. Chancel Choir at 10:30 a.m. Tammy Shepherd preaching. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY  15    |  2nd SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

“Let’s Dance”
Ecclesiastes 3:4-8 14-15. As we begin this new journey of faith together, we are reminded of the things that have 
come and gone and the new opportunities ahead of us. As God’s love endures forever and makes all things possible, 
we rejoice in the ways God works in our life. Communion at 9:00 a.m. Tree of Life Praise Band at 9:00 a.m. Chancel 
Choir at 10:30 a.m. Paige Foster preaching.

SUNDAY, JANUARY  22    |  3rd SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

“The Turning Points”
Matthew 4:12-23. Repentance is never a one-time thing. And I don’t mean you go repeating the same sins and coming 
to ask for forgiveness. What I’m talking about here is, as you grow in your faith, you will discover new areas in your life 
that need repentance. Tree of Life Praise Band at 9:00 a.m. Chancel Choir and Growing In Grace Children's Choir at 
10:30 a.m. Rev. Ezekiel Koech preaching. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY  29    |  TOGETHER SUNDAY  |   one worship service at 10:00 a.m.
“What Is Worship?”
Revelation 4:8-11. When looking over the song "Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!" I was struck by the title phrase 
and the phrase "all the saints adore Thee". How do these phrases relate to each other? Do we see evidence of both 
these truths in our lives? Do we ADORE HIM? When you adore Jesus, it opens a door to Jesus! Communion at 10:00 
a.m. Tree of Life Praise Band and Chancel Choir at 10:00 a.m. Rev. Ezekiel Koech preaching. 
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WORDS ON WORSHIP



January Activities
In January, we'll be studying John the Baptist.

January 1: 
No Sunday school, but there will be nursery care. Join us for one worship service in person or online at 10:00 a.m.

January 29: 
No Sunday school, but there will be nursery care. Join us for our combined Together Sunday worship service at 10:00 
a.m., followed by a potluck and Family Feud all-church event.

GROWING IN GRACE CHOIR  |  Wednesdays  |  6:15–7 P.M.
Growing in Grace Kids Choir meets Wednesdays from 6:15–7 p.m. to sing, play instruments, and have musical fun. 

We also practice our songs during 10:30 a.m. Sunday school. Practices will resume on January 11. Please feel free to 
contact Liesel Stephens (liesel.stephens@lenexaumc.org) with any questions.

SCOUT SUNDAY  |  Sunday, February 12
We will celebrate Scout Sunday on February 12. Girl Scouts will assist with the 9:00 a.m. service and Boy Scouts with 
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CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MINISTRIES

9 A.M.
Kid's Kingdom:   Kids age 4–5th grade—2nd Floor of the Education Building

10:30 A.M.
Kids Connect:   Kids age 4–5th grade—meet in the Sanctuary, pick up on 2nd Floor of the Education Building

9 &10:30 A.M.
Nursery Care:   Kids 3 and under—Room 206

join us for Sunday school!

9:00 a.m. Blended Worship
(Contemporary/Traditional)

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship

worship with us
in person or online!
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

join us Sunday
mornings and nights!

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 AM IN THE LOFT
YOUTH GROUP: 4–6 PM

No Youth Group or Sunday School (Happy New Year!)

Movie Night

Scooter Games—
and welcome Paige Foster, our new youth director!

Painting Handprints and “Footprints” on the walls and decorating 
bags for Dinner’s On Us

Dodgeball Night

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1

SUNDAY, JANUARY  8

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29

JANUARY  YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES & TIMES

—

4–6  P.M.

4–6  P.M.

4–6  P.M.

4–6  P.M.

Sign up to teach youth Sunday school, provide dinner or help during youth group at www.lenexaumc.org/signup.

YOUTH SPAGHETTI LUNCH  |  Sunday, January 22
On Sunday, January 22 we will be serving a spaghetti lunch to the congregation after church to thank them for all 
of their ongoing support of LUMYouth. Meet in the kitchen at 9:00 a.m. to prep!  We need full participation of our 
LUMYouth and need several parents to help! Please let Mary Clow know if you will be there. We will be done and 
cleaned up no later than 1:00. 

Please bring:

2 jars of spaghetti sauce
2 boxes of spaghetti noodles
Dessert of your choice to serve a dozen

SCOUT SUNDAY  |  Sunday, February 12
We will celebrate Scout Sunday on February 12. Girl Scouts will assist with the 9:00 a.m. service and Boy Scouts with 
the 10:30 a.m. service. Please let Mary Clow know if you would like to participate!
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MIXED NUTS 2023: WE’RE READY TO HIT THE ROAD!
January 1–7

Our destination is Winnie, Texas where we will be hanging drywall, 
taping & mudding, sanding, installing kitchen cabinets, and flooring.  
We will be housed at the Wesley UMChurch of Beaumont. At the 
time of this writing, we have 6 participants. Our participation fees 
will cover a good portion of the cost of gas, food, lodging, & showers.  
Young Adult Ministries does not do fundraisers, but gladly accepts 
donations for their mission trips. Our goal is to have $1,000 - $1,500 to 
spend on needed building materials.  All persons interested in helping 
financially can drop a donation off at the church. 

Contact Bruce Freeman at brfvet@aol.com or Lisa Freeman at soaringhogslcf@gmail.com NOW to reserve your spot!

YOUNG ADULTS

UFO: UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, January 11  |  6:30–8 p.m.     (Second Wednesday each month!)

All adults 18 to 80-ish are invited to join us for fellowship, laughter, a yummy supper with soups and sides, and then a 
crazy game of some sort. Contact Lisa Freeman if you can provide a crock-pot of yummy soup. All persons are invited 
to bring a food item to add to our buffet table. Dessert? Bread? Your call.

YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays   |   10:30  a.m.
Our gatherings in the Underground are casual and enlightening, and our group is becoming 
more diverse. Our topics originate from the morning’s sermon topic, the editorial pages of 
different newspapers, and ideas from our young adults. Head to the Underground after the 9 

a.m. worship service. Freshly brewed coffee and many friends will greet you. We WILL NOT meet on January 1, but our 
gatherings will resume on January 8.

Join us at these great gatherings!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
YOUNG ADULT CHALLENGE: WORK, HIKE, CLIMB, FLOAT!
July 23–29, 2023
Our destination is, again, Salida, Colorado!



General Operating Fund Contributions Received November 2022   ..........................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received    ...............................................................................................
Income from Endowment Earnings    ....................................................................................................................................

Total October 2022 Operating Income    ..............................................................................................................................

2022 Annual Budget    .................................................................................................................................................................

Mission Share Paid November 2022   ....................................................................................................................................
Mission Share Paid Year to Date   ...........................................................................................................................................
2022 Mission Share    ..................................................................................................................................................................

Kitchen Remodel Contributions Received November 2022   ........................................................................................
Kitchen Remodel Contributions Received Year To Date   ..............................................................................................
Loan Balance November 30, 2022   ........................................................................................................................................

$37,263
$3,407
$1,250

$41,920

$528,622

$3,796
$41,752

$45,547

$1,439
$23,326

$109,321

GIVING ALTERNATIVES
There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the general operating 
fund, kitchen remodel project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways.

• Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
• Mail a check to 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the memo line.
• Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/give for information and the link to give online.
• Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa United 

Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

ONLINE SHOPPING
Do you shop online? Support the church while doing so! These are easy ways to raise a little extra money for the church.

#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church will 
receive a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings. Donations 
vary by retailer, but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win! Sign up at www.iGive.com/
LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch—your registration automatically supports LUMC. Download the iGive button—this 
is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a donation when shopping at 
a participating merchant. With the iGive button, you now also get an iGive search page. Every 
day when you open a new tab, you earn 10 cents for LUMC. That’s up to $36.50 a year just for 
using the internet!

#2: Amazon Smile: If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.
amazon.com. Choose Lenexa United Methodist Church as your favorite 
charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save the link 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and your shopping 
will support LUMC! Works with or without a Prime account.
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“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.’ ”
      — Matthew 2: 1-2, NRSV

Most of us have heard the story of the Magi who traveled from some far off place in the East to find the King of 
the Jews who had been born. They followed a mysterious heavenly light that went before them to guide them. 
They trusted and believed the journey was important.

The Wise Men wanted to honor the King and so they brought gifts. They brought their most valuable and 
symbolic treasures to present to the Newborn King. The Magi gave what was precious to them. They gave 
something that was dear to them. They gave their treasured possessions. Gifts that traveled extreme 
distances for a divine purpose. 

While we may not recognize the similarity of our generosity compared to the generosity of the Magi, we need 
to discern we both give out of our love for God and for God’s divine purpose. Like the Wise Men, our gifts can 
travel extreme distances. We may never know just how our gifts to our local church and various ministries will 
affect someone’s life for good, but we recognize they have a heavenly goal. 

The United Methodist Church acknowledges all people are connected through Jesus Christ. Fundamentally, 
we are a connectional element working for the God of ALL God’s people. Connectional giving – all of us giving 
together – is the fuel we use to achieve ministry. It enables us to share the concerns of many people. The 
connection is grounded in our need to give in order to be spiritually healthy, complete children of God. 

As we make our resolutions for the upcoming year, let us consider how we can offer ourselves to a wounded 
world and present our gifts to the King. Together we can seek out and support ministries in our community 
and around the world through the connectional ministries in The United Methodist Church. Let’s continue to 
grow by reaching out into the world. 

(Used with permission from ResourceUMC.org.)

a MOMENT
for  MISSION
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EPIPHANY
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SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS

9:00 A.M. 
PATHFINDERS CLASS — ASBURY ROOM 
In January, the Pathfinders class will be studying “Great Figures of the New Testament” by Amy-Jill Levine. All are welcome 
to join us in the Asbury Room at 9 a.m. For the Zoom link, contact Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org.

FOUNDATIONS CLASS — ROOM 105 
In January, Foundations Class will be studying "Signs and Wonders" by Amy-Jill Levine. Class meets in Room 105 at 9 a.m. 
Please join us! Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for more information.

SPECTRUM CLASS — ROOM 122 
As the name suggests, the Spectrum Class welcomes a spectrum of ages. We also study a spectrum of lessons, some of 
our favorite authors being Amy-Jill Levine and Adam Hamilton. Come join us at 9 a.m. in Room 122. For more info, contact 
Wayne Dothage at wdothage@gmail.com.

10:30 A.M. 
DASHERS CLASS — ASBURY ROOM 
Dashers Sunday School Class meets at 10:30 in the Asbury Room. We typically have 8 to 10 people in attendance and discuss 
a variety of theological topics. We generally begin our discussion with that week's sermon and how it spoke to us, then move 
to the lesson topic. We've explored subjects like prayer, how other religions relate to Christianity, how the bible came to be, 
and many more. Drop by on Sunday morning, or contact Dave Glisson at daveglisskc@gmail.com for more info.

LADIES BOOKCLUB
The Ladies Bookclub is taking a sabbatical, but we’ve had a great time the past six years. We encourage everyone to keep 
reading! –Linda Stoker

CHRISTCARE
The Friends and Followers ChristCare group meets in the Wesley Room on the 4th Thursday of each month. The group is 
a caring, confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe 
environment. After catching up on joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If 
you'd like more information or want to join, contact Linda Stokes at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH
Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free 
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!   

MEN'S GROUP
Men's Group meets the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Wesley Room for discussions and presentations of 
interest to Christian men of all ages. The next meeting is January 14. Blair Penny will be sharing some musical memories. 
Coffee provided. For more info, contact Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, or Chuck 
Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net. 


