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The deadline for the February issue of the Messenger is noon on Wednesday, January 19. 
Email articles to Lauren.Lanigan@lenexaumc.org.

The Messenger is available online or at church. If you'd like a copy mailed to you, please contact the church office.

CONNECT WITH US!
Office email:  office@lenexaumc.org
Office phone:  (913) 888-5600
        facebook.com/lenexaumc

facebook.com/lenexaumc/live

sanctuary or via livestream at
9 and 10:30 every Sunday!

worship with us in the



PASTOR’S
CORNER

  Shalom!
 

  

  Pastor Ezekiel
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2022 must be one of the most anticipated years of all time. 2021 was a better year than 2020, but it did not solve all of our 
problems. We pray and hope that 2022 will be the best year ever. All human beings, including Christians, are wired to crave 
a new beginning. Maybe we are in a rut emotionally or spiritually, and we desire a break in the monotony. Whatever the 
reason, there is something inside us that is attracted to the thought of a fresh start. It may be that, deep down, all humans 
subconsciously know that our lives and our world need a new beginning. As we move into the new year and approach the 
holy season of Lent, we are excited to offer a variety of opportunities to increase our personal relationships with God through 
renewing spiritual practices, both personally and as a church body. The focus of this initiative, which we are calling Spiritual 
Bootcamp, is to provide educational sessions on scripture, prayer, and personal spiritual examination in small groups and 
church-wide. This will be an opportunity for us to grow spiritually and to feel more connected to God and our church family, 
for the word of God says, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you" (James 4:8).

There will be opportunities for all ages, as well as the flexibility to participate either in person or via Zoom group studies. We 
are designing these programs now and will be ready with a list of what’s available and when by mid-January. Our Spiritual 
Bootcamp Kick-Off will be on January 30, so make a note of that date. The Bootcamp programs will run throughout the 
Lenten season. 

As we lit the Advent candles one by one on each Sunday leading up to Christmas, we said together, “May the candle of hope 
(then peace, then  joy, then love, then Jesus) light the way.” When we allow the light to show us the way and make us new, the 
final step in the process is to share our newness with others. Christ’s followers belong to each other, and God does not renew 
us for ourselves alone. We can share our newness by sharing our testimony—telling the story of how God brought renewal 
to our lives. We can also seek to bless those who are trying to make the same journey. Sharing the insights that God gave us 
can be of tremendous benefit to others.

My fellow church members, this Spiritual Bootcamp is important for all of us. As your spiritual leader, I have faith that it will be 
a valuable way to grow together and to find that renewal we seek. Please stay tuned and  join us for the kick-off on January 30.                              

Happy new year!
I hope each and every one of you had a wonderful Christmas. We are lovingly gifted by God 
with another year to worship him and to be a blessing to each other. People around the 
world watched their clocks strike midnight and brought in the new year with celebrations. 
We were united in celebrating the new year because it brings hope and represents a chance 
for a new start.
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JANUARY 2   |  EPIPHANY SUNDAY

“Taking Care of Christmas Leftovers”
Luke 2:22–40. Simeon and Anna saw and they believed, they saw and worshipped, they saw and lived in that grace 
they experienced from that child, they saw and continued to serve God through others. These marvelous people, 
these leftovers, are a fine example for us of how God continues to reveal himself to the leftovers of society. Pastor 
Ezekiel Koech preaching.

Communion Sunday: The congregation comes up the center aisle to receive communion. Servers wear gloves 
to hand out bread and prepackaged juice cups. Those who wish to continue taking communion with the wafer 
in the cup instead of receiving bread are welcome to do so. After receiving the elements, you may kneel at the 
communion rail or return to your seat to consume the elements. Those worshiping at home can either supply 
their own bread and juice or pick up prepackaged elements at the church office or during the Dinner’s On Us 
drive-thru the Wednesday before from 5:30–6:30 p.m.

JANUARY 9    |  BAPTISM OF THE LORD

"Jesus' Baptism Is Strange"
Luke 3:15–17. Through baptism, every day we can be confident that our identity and our eternity don’t depend on who 
we are or what we have done, but on whose we are and what Jesus has done! If you have been baptized, you belong 
to the one true God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! And that is true whether life is good or bad, whether you are sick or 
healthy, whether you have just taken your first breath or are about to take your last. Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

JANUARY 16    |   2nd SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

“Jesus' First Miracle”
John 2:1–11. Jesus' wedding celebrations teaches that Jesus chose to participate in this common, routine, everyday 
event. Jesus isn’t just for Sunday! He desires and deserves to be included in all of life! You see, He is either Lord of all, 
or He isn’t Lord at all in your life – Acts 10:36. Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

JANUARY 23   |   3rd SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

“People's Expectations Are Different”
Luke 4:14–21. The Word of God stands forever because the Word gives us life. Jesus’ obedience to God created the 
foundation upon which God can build and enter the temple called our hearts. Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

JANUARY 30    |   4th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

“The Year of the Lord's Favor”
Luke 2:41–52. This week, we'll look at the fulfillment of the year of the Lord’s favor through the person of Jesus Christ 
and how we can take hold of it. Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

WORDS ON WORSHIP



#3: LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet 
access or would prefer to 
listen on CD, we have audio 
recordings of the 9:00 and 
10:30 A.M. services available. 
Contact the church office at 
office@lenexaumc.org and 
we 'll mail you CDs every week.

#2: WATCH LATER
The videos from both services are 
posted each week at lenexaumc.
org/online-services. They are posted 
shortly after worship ends on Sunday 
morning and are available to watch 
anytime during the week. Videos are 
left on this page for at least 3 months, 
so you can go back and watch 
previous weeks if you missed them or 
want to watch them again.

#1: LIVESTREAM
At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch 
worship live at facebook.com/
lenexaumc/live. You do not 
need a Facebook account to be 
able to watch. If you go to the 
website before the video has 
started, it will not automatically 
show up when worship begins. 
You will need to refresh the 
webpage for the video to load.

Staying home?
Participate in Sunday worship remotely in any of these ways!
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Worship takes place at 9 and 10:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary and via livestream on 
Facebook for those who are more comfortable worshiping from home. Tune in at

www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.

COVID safety protocols are in place. If you choose to attend services in person, please 
read our protocols first at www.lenexaumc.org/covid/ .

Missed last week? Watch previous services at https://lenexaumc.org/worship-online/.
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EPIPHANY SPAGHETTI LUNCH
Sunday, January 9   |   11:30 A.M.
The Youth will be back serving our annual Epiphany Spaghetti Lunch to the congregation on January 9 following 
the 10:30 a.m. service. This is a free lunch that we are providing as a thank-you for supporting our youth group 
throughout the year!  

YOUTH SUNDAY
Sunday, February 6   |   9:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Join us online or in-person for either service on February 6 as the Youth lead us in worship! As of now, we will be 
centering around the theme of Creation Care, inspired by their love of The Lorax.

GOD AND CHURCH
February 6 – May 1   |   Sundays   |   2 – 3:30 P.M.
We will be teaching God and Church class at LUMC Sunday afternoons from February 6–May 1. God and Church 
is a program that helps young people grow in their faith through the Boy Scouts, but it's open to all youth 
in 6th–8th grade. For more information and to register online, visit lenexaumc.org/godandchurch. Registration 
closes on January 19.

YOUTH CHILI AUCTION
Sunday, March 6   |   11:30 A.M.
Mark your calendars for our annual Youth Fundraiser on March 6. We are hoping to have it in person this year 
following the 10:30 a.m. service. Get ready for some delicious chili, great items to bid on, and a fun time together!

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
Applications for post-secondary undergrad scholarships through LUMC Endowment Funds are open now. 
Applications are due January 31 and require an essay, two letters of recommendation, and an official school 
transcript. 

To qualify, applicants must: 

• be a member of LUMC
• have a 2.5 GPA or GED,
• be a full-time student at an accredited institution
• not have received an LUMC scholarship in the past.

To request an application, email office@lenexaumc.org.

NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SAVING GRACE: A GUIDE TO FINANCIAL WELL-BEING
Starting in January, Lenexa UMC will be offering Saving Grace, a six-session program based on Wesleyan values 
that provides participants the text and tools needed to address the topics of saving, earning, and giving. If you 
are looking for a faith-based approach to financial health, this study is for you. Managing our money is not just 
a mechanical issue, it’s a matter of the heart. The ways we use, save, or give our resources are a reflection of 
where our hearts lie in relationship to God and our neighbors. Saving Grace was created to help you develop a 
biblical understanding of your money and commit to a faith-inspired spending plan for your household.

This study can be completed on your own or in a small group. We plan to form several small groups at Lenexa 
UMC so everyone can participate. We will offer classes Sunday and Thursday evenings in-person, Wednesday 
mornings in-person, and Tuesday evenings via Zoom. If you are interested in participating, please contact the 
church office at office@lenexaumc.org or (913) 888-5600 to sign-up and let us know which time works best for 
you. If you would prefer a different time, let us know that too and we will try to accommodate.

LOVE BEYOND BORDERS
The United Methodist Church is partnering with UNICEF in a global effort to end the pandemic and support 
the equitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. “Love Beyond Borders: The Interfaith Movement to End the 
Pandemic” is an Advance giving opportunity, which means 100% of all donations go to support the project. Give 
online at www.lenexaumc.org/give, by mailing a check to the church office, or in the offering plate on Sunday.



9:00 A.M.
Nursery Care:   Kids 3 and under—Room 206
Kid's Kingdom:   Kids age 4–5th grade—2nd Floor of the Education Building

10:30 A.M.
Nursery Care:   Kids 3 and under—Room 206
Kids Connect:   Kids age 4–5th grade—meet in the Sanctuary, pick up on 2nd Floor of the Education Building

BIBLE BOOTCAMP  |  Sundays
Starting on February 6, we will be studying the books of the Bible during children’s Sunday school as part of LUMC’s 
church-wide Spiritual Bootcamp! Join us at 9 or 10:30 a.m. to learn about all 66 books—from Genesis to Revelation!

GROWING IN GRACE CHOIR  |  Wednesdays  |  6:15–7 P.M.
Growing in Grace Children’s Choir practices on Wednesday evenings from 6:15-7:00 p.m. We will resume rehearsals 
on January 5. All kids 4 years and older are invited to join us! Please call or email Liesel at (816) 529-9242 or Liesel.
Stephens@lenexaumc.org with any questions. 

SCOUT SUNDAY  |  Sunday, February 13  |  9 & 10:30 A.M.
We will celebrate Scout Sunday on February 13. We will recognize Girl Scouts during the 9:00 a.m. service and Boy 
Scouts during the 10:30 a.m. service. If there are any scouts who would like to be involved in the service, please 
contact Mary Clow at Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.

FAMILY VALENTINE'S DAY PARTY  |  Sunday, February 13  |  11:30 A.M.
Mark your calendars for a family Valentine’s Day party on the 2nd floor of the Education Building. We will have lunch 
and fun activities. RSVP to Mary Clow at Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.

8

join us for Sunday school!

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES

save the date 
on your 2022 calendar!

CHILDREN'S EASTER EGG HUNT 
April 10  |  11:30 A.M.

VBS: DISCOVERY ON ADVENTURE ISLAND
June 20–24  |   9 A.M.–12:15 P.M.
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

join us Sundays 
in the loft!

Sunday, January 2 Checking out Christmas lights at Sar-Ko-Par Park
Sunday, January 9 Ice Skating
Sunday, January 16 Making a meal for Project 1020
Sunday, January 23 Preparing for Youth Sunday
Sunday, January 30 Preparing for Youth Sunday

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 AM
YOUTH GROUP: 4–6 PM

UFO: UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, January 19   |   6:30–8  p.m.

UFO (Underground Fellowship Odyssey) happens on the third Wednesday 
evening  of every month. In January, all adults 18 to 80-ish are invited to join 
us for a meal, fellowship, and a fun game with the group. Our meal will feature 
two pots of chili and lots of toppings... and Kaleigh’s cheesecake.

YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays   |   10:30  a.m.

These gatherings in the Underground are casual and enlightening.  Our topics 
originate from the morning’s sermon topic, the editorial pages of different 
newspapers, and ideas from our young adults. One of our favorite topic sources 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES

is from the Wall Street Journal weekend edition when they feature “Soapbox”. Here, 6 different and diverse 
people are asked to share their thoughts based on one word. Young Adults 18-35-ish are always invited to join 
in the conversations.  Occasional older adults wandering in are OK too!   

EPIPHANY SPAGHETTI LUNCH  |  Sunday, January 9
Arrive at church at 8 a.m. so we can get started preparing for the lunch! Each person will have specific tasks to help 
with. Remember to stay afterward to help clean up, too!

YOUTH SUNDAY  |  Sunday, February 6
We will be leading both worship services, 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Please plan on arriving by 8:15 a.m., so we can check 
microphones and get everything set up before we begin. Our theme will be Creation Care, inspired by The Lorax.



SPOTLIGHT ON WORLDWIDE METHODISM
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“In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, … so that we, who were the first 
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.”
 — Ephesians 1:11-12, NRSV

Do you ever wonder how our support of the World Service Fund benefits Lenexa UMC and other local 
congregations? One way is through Discipleship Ministries, which helps local church, district, and annual 
conference leaders fulfill the shared dream of making world-changing disciples. A quick visit to the website will 
reveal preaching notes, liturgical resources, hymn suggestions, offertory prayers, small-group ideas, children’s 
messages, youth lessons and graphics for worship planning.

According to Rev. Derek C. Weber, director of preaching ministries, pastors and worship teams use the weekly 
planning resources in different ways. “From the questions and comments that we receive, we know they are 
reaching many worship planners on a weekly basis.”

With a goal of equipping world-changing disciples, Discipleship Ministries produces written and audiovisual 
resources to support the work of people and congregations and provides training, education and skills-
development seminars and workshops, enriching United Methodist congregations, big and small. That’s your 
World Service gifts at work!

WORLD SERVICE FUND   ———————————————————————

Perhaps you’ve seen the T-shirt that reads: “Plays Well with Others.”

Sounds easy, doesn’t it? But often in the church – and in our daily lives – we are tempted to venture alone, 
convinced that our ideas are the best ideas. We forget the importance of including others and nurturing their 
gifts. Throughout the Bible, we find examples of partnership – from rebuilding the wall in Jerusalem (Nehemiah 
6) to Jesus’ familiar call to his disciples to “fish for people” (Luke 5). On Human Relations Day, which we will 
celebrate Sunday, January 16, we partner with God and God’s people to strengthen Christ’s loving presence in 
a hurting world.

This Sunday occurs during Epiphany, the season of manifesting God’s light to the world. Human Relations 
Day calls the church to recognize the right of all God’s children in realizing their potential as human beings in 
relationship with one another. You may give in the offering plate that Sunday, by mailing a check to the church 
office, or online at lenexaumc.org/give.

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY   ———————————————————————



FINANCIAL UPDATE

GIVING ALTERNATIVES
There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating budget, kitchen 
project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:

• Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
• Mail a check to 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the memo line.
• Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/give for information and the link to give online.
• Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa United 

Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!
Support the church by doing your typical online shopping in either of these two easy ways! 

#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church will receive 
a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings. Donations vary by retailer, 
but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win! 

1. Sign up at www.iGive.com/LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch. Your registration automatically supports LUMC.
2. Download the iGive button. This is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a donation when 

shopping at a participating merchant.
3. Shop!

#2: Amazon Smile: If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose Lenexa 
United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save the link https://smile.
amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! Using your Prime account still benefits the church.

General Operating Fund Contributions Received    ...................................................................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received    .........................................................................................................
Income from Endowment for Budget    ...........................................................................................................................................

Total Operating Income Received   ..................................................................................................................................................

2021 Annual Budget    ...........................................................................................................................................................................

Mission Share Paid    .............................................................................................................................................................................
Mission Share Paid Year-To-Date    ...................................................................................................................................................
2021 Mission Share    .............................................................................................................................................................................

$31,500
$7,229
$1,250

$39,979

$512,000

$4,234
$46,581
$50,815

NOVEMBER 2021
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PATHFINDERS
Pathfinders Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. in the Asbury Room. You can also join via Zoom! We study a wide variety 
of topics, including biblical studies and current events.  For the Zoom link, contact Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org. 
All are welcome!

FOUNDATIONS 
Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays in Room 119 and on Zoom to discuss thought-provoking 
questions and support each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our 
life. Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS
Dashers Sunday School Class meets at 10:15 in the Asbury Room. We typically have 8 to 10 people in attendance and discuss 
a variety of theological topics. We generally begin our discussion with that week's sermon and how it spoke to us, then 
move to the lesson topic. Recently, we've done bible study of specific passages using the Powers methodology. Additional 
examples of topics we have had classes on include prayer, how other religions relate to Christianity, and how the bible came 
to be. Feel free to drop by and join on Sunday morning, or contact Dave Glisson at daveglisskc@gmail.com for more info.

SPECTRUM
As the name suggests, the Spectrum Class welcomes a spectrum of ages. We also study a spectrum of lessons, with some of 
our favorite authors being Amy-Jill Levine and Adam Hamilton. In January we will begin a study by Adam Hamilton, Revival: 
Faith as Wesley Lived It. Come join us at 9 a.m. in Room 122. For more info, contact Wayne Dothage at wdothage@gmail.com.

LADIES BOOKCLUB
Ladies' Bookclub meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at noon in the Library. We usually choose books several months 
ahead of time and include both fiction and non-fiction books of all genres. As always, invite friends and neighbors—church 
membership is not necessary. The reading for our January 19 meeting is any book of the North Carolina Judge series by 
Margaret Maron. Feel free to contact Linda Stoker with questions at lstoker98@gmail.com.

CHRISTCARE
The Friends and Followers ChristCare group meets in Room 105 on the 4th Thursday of each month. The group is a caring, 
confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe environment. 
After catching up with joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If you'd like more 
information or want to join, contact Linda Stokes at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH
Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free 
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!   

MEN'S GROUP
Men's Group meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Wesley Room for discussions and presentations of 
interest to Christian men of all ages. All are invited to attend! If you'd like notifications about meetings or have questions, 
contact Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, or Chuck Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net. 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY
All are welcome to participate in a weekly zoom Bible study on Thursday evenings from 7–8 p.m. led by Fiske Miles. Feel free 
to select a passage that is particularly meaningful or intriguing to you to share with others during our meeting. The Zoom 
link is https://tinyurl.com/2p82r833. Contact Fiske at fiskem3@gmail.com for more information.

SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS


