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PASTOR’S
CORNER
As I see it...
While we continue to worship in the sanctuary, we have witnessed the rapid and widespread
surge of the COVID-19 Omicron variant in Johnson County. Medically, we have seen a surge
in cases of COVID averaging 1,623 cases per week in our county. As of January 19, Kansas
City Region COVID-19 Data Hub shows that six hospitals in Johnson County reported that 32
(27.35%) beds were being used in adult ICU for COVID-19 cases.
Fortunately, most cases have been milder than with previous variants. It is becoming evident that those vaccinated are
less prone to catching the new variant, and if they do have a breakthrough infection, it is usually milder. This means the
vaccinated have a lower viral load and are less likely to pass on the infection. Also, masks offer greater protection to both
the user and those around them. While N95 masks are shown to provide the best protection, wearing any face mask is
better than nothing.
Despite the surge in the Omicron variant, we will continue to keep the doors of our church open while being careful to
protect ourselves and others against COVID-19. In monitoring the trend for the Omicron virus in New York state, the
infection data released on January 20 shows that the virus wave has reduced across the board and hospitalization has
started to trend down. This is a good sign that the virus will soon trend down in our county.
I don’t want our church to lose the growth momentum. So far, we have been blessed with growth in worship attendance
online and in person, and ministry continues to flourish in our church. Thank you for your talents, time, and generous giving
to LUMC. We have been able to keep the doors of our church open because of your continuous support.
We have good news to share! We're thankful to God that we were able to pay 100% of our mission share to the Great Plains
Conference for the year 2021. Additionally, the city of Lenexa and Lenexa Fire Department approved the use of our new
kitchen. The majority of the kitchen debt is already paid off, and I know we can raise the rest, because we've done it before.
Be encouraged! God is at work through the people of Lenexa United Methodist Church. Celebrate God’s faithfulness, and
don’t forget to stay connected to God and fellow believers. Pray for the church and each other. Pray for God to sustain
and strengthen our medical and health teams, teachers, students, first responders, and vulnerable workforce. Pray for
God’s presence to comfort and heal the lonely and sick among us. Pray for this pandemic to end. Pray for the safety of our
preschool and healing for the director. Pray for in-person ministries and outreach ministries in our community. Pray for the
hope of Christ and life in his name to embolden our efforts to share the gospel in our community both in word and deed.
And pray for joyful endurance as we face trials of many kinds, because we know that the testing of our faith produces
perseverance….so that we may be mature and complete, not lacking anything (James 1:2-3).
		

In God's exciting steps,

		

		Pastor Ezekiel
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WORDS ON WORSHIP
FEBRUARY 6 | 5th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

Youth Sunday
Join us online or in-person for either service this week as the youth lead us in worship! These services will
center around the theme of creation care, inspired by the group's love of The Lorax.

Communion Sunday

The congregation comes up the center aisle to receive communion. Servers wear gloves to hand out
bread and prepackaged juice cups. Those who wish to continue taking communion with the wafer in the
cup instead of receiving bread are welcome to do so. After receiving the elements, you may kneel at the
communion rail or return to your seat to consume the elements. Those worshiping at home can either
supply their own bread and juice or pick up prepackaged elements at the church office or during the
Dinner’s On Us drive-thru the Wednesday prior from 5:30–6:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY 13 | 6th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

“Knowing and Doing God's Will”
Ephesians 1:15–23. If we want to build strong relationships for a strong church with a strong ministry, then we
must know God, His hope, His wealth and His power.
Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

FEBRUARY 20 | 7th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

"Having Devotional Time"
Luke 5:16. The meaning and power of the prayer Jesus taught.
Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

FEBRUARY 27 | 8th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

“Living Out Your Faith In Giving”
James 2:14–26. A challenge not to just talk about faith, but to live it out.
Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.
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Worship takes place at 9 and 10:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary and via livestream on
Facebook for those who are more comfortable worshiping from home. Tune in at
www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.
COVID safety protocols are in place. If you choose to attend services in person, please
read our protocols first at www.lenexaumc.org/covid/.
Missed last week? Watch previous services at https://lenexaumc.org/worship-online/.

Staying home?
Participate in Sunday worship remotely in any of these ways!
#1: LIVESTREAM

#2: WATCH LATER

At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch
worship live at facebook.com/
lenexaumc/live. You do not
need a Facebook account to be
able to watch. If you go to the
website before the video has
started, it will not automatically
show up when worship begins.
You will need to refresh the
webpage for the video to load.

The videos from both services are
posted each week at lenexaumc.
org/online-services. They are posted
shortly after worship ends on Sunday
morning and are available to watch
anytime during the week. Videos are
left on this page for at least 3 months,
so you can go back and watch
previous weeks if you missed them or
want to watch them again.

#3: LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet
access or would prefer to
listen on CD, we have audio
recordings of the 9:00 and
10:30 A.M. services available.
Contact the church office
at office@lenexaumc.org —
we'll mail you a CD each week.
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NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
SPIRITUAL BOOTCAMP KICKOFF
Sunday, February 6 | 11:30 A.M. | Schneeberger Hall/Zoom
As we move into the new year and approach the holy season of Lent, we are excited to be focusing on ways to increase
our personal relationships with God through renewing spiritual practices, both personally and as a church body.
We're calling this new initiative our Spiritual Bootcamp. The focus of the Bootcamp will be to provide educational
sessions on scripture, prayer, and personal spiritual examination in small groups and churchwide. Our hope is that
you will set your own personal goals for this time of renewal.
We will have an all-church Spiritual Bootcamp Kickoff on Sunday, February 6 at 11:30 (right after the 10:30 worship
service). Come grab a dessert and coffee and learn about the small groups that will be part of the Bootcamp. To
attend the kickoff remotely, click the "join via Zoom" button on the event's description at www.lenexaumc.org.
Start getting ready for this month of reflection and renewal now! Read, download, or print the Spiritual Bootcamp
overview at https://tinyurl.com/spiritualbootcampLUMC to learn more about the program, find helpful resources—
including a list of all the small groups to choose from—and start planning your goals for spiritual growth.

SUNDAY EVENING BOOTCAMP BIBLE STUDY

Sundays, February 6–27 | 11:30 A.M. | Schneeberger Hall/Zoom
Do you ever wonder about the purpose of prayer, the nature of prayer, or the results of a life of prayer? If so, you’re
invited to join Andy Oren on Zoom for a study of Holy Living Prayer: Spiritual Practices of Building a Life of Faith by
Ray Buckley. As part of our Spiritual Bootcamp, this small group study will help strengthen your prayer life. Books are
available outside the sanctuary. Join via Zoom at https://tinyurl.com/bootcampbiblestudy.

YOUTH CHILI AUCTION
Sunday, March 6 | 11:30 A.M.
Mark your calendars for our annual Youth Fundraiser on March 6. The auction will be virtual again this year and we
will be serving chili to go. Get ready for great items to bid on, delicious chili, and lots of fun!

THANK YOU
Dear Church Family, thank you so much for the cards, prayers and calls during my recent falls, hospital stays and
rehab. I am improving very slowly, but I hope to be released from rehab sometime before the end of the month. Your
care and concern for both Wayne and me have been comforting to us both.
Thank you again, Mary Dothage

KITCHEN UPDATE: NEW GUIDELINES FOR USE
Thank you to the LUMC congregation for supporting the remodeling of the kitchen area. It has been a generous and
daunting undertaking, and now we get to enjoy it! The Property Management Committee has implemented a list of
kitchen rules and guidelines to keep this new space in proper working order and cleanliness.
You can read the full list of new guidelines at www.lenexaumc.org/news. Please familiarize yourself with them so that
together we can keep our kitchen in great shape for all to use and enjoy.
Thanks to everyone for cooperating and helping us get this major project complete through some very difficult times!
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BSA & SCOUT SUNDAY
Each month, we hope to provide a story with photographs of the Scouting programs that LUMC sponsors. Currently,
LUMC sponsors two BSA (Boy Scouts of America) programs. They are Scouts BSA Troop 186 and Venturing Crew 2286.
Troop 186 is for boys that have completed the fifth grade and are at least 10 years old; or have earned the Cub Scout
Arrow of Light Award and are at least 10 years of age; or are age 11. All Scouts BSA (formerly Boy Scouts) members
must be under the age of 18. Troop 186 meets almost every Monday night at LUMC at 7 PM. Meetings typically last until
about 8:30 pm. The Troop has fun doing various activities and service while planning for their monthly campout. Troop
186 camps every month of the year, no matter the weather. The troop has not missed a month of camping since Ron
Morris became the Scoutmaster about seven years ago. That is over 80 months in a row!!! Each campout has a theme
or activity that is selected by the Scouts as Scouts BSA is a youth-led organization mentored by adult leaders. Each
summer, the Scouts go to a summer camp selected by the youth ranging from Colorado to Wisconsin to Tennessee.
Venturing Crew 2286 is for both boys and girls from the ages of 14 to under 21. The Crew meets about every other
Monday at 6:30 PM, and their meetings last about an hour. The major point of most meetings is to plan and prepare
for the monthly activity that the Crew chooses to do. The Crew chooses all their activities. Some may only last a
half-day, while others last all day. Still other activities may be an overnight or a weekend trip. Each summer, the Crew
participates in a “high adventure” trip that lasts from about ten days to two weeks. In odd-numbered years, the Crew
picks a location in the United States. In even-numbered years, the Crew picks an overseas location for their trek. Learn
more about these trips in future issues of the Messenger.
February is the birth month of Scouting. Lord Robert Baden-Powell of Great Britain, the founder of the worldwide
Scouting program, was born on February 22. The BSA celebrates its founding date as February 8, 1910, when it was
incorporated. The Sunday closest to February 8 is celebrated as “Scout Sunday” in the United States. In the United
Methodist Church, the second Sunday of February each year is designated “Scout Sunday” to avoid it moving around
between two possible weekends. The Scouts BSA youth normally support one service, while the Girl Scouts of America
support the other service.
If anyone has questions about the LUMC Scouting programs, please contact the Charter Organization Representative
(COR), David Pendleton, at PKUJayhawk@gmail.com or (913) 378-3324. Any boy who meets the Scouts BSA membership
requirements and is interested in joining Troop 186 can contact Scoutmaster Ron Morris at scoutmaster@5x-op.
us. Anyone 14–21 who would like to join Crew 2286 can contact the Advisor, Tim Bodendistel, at tim.bodendistel@
hallmark.com. Both units welcome visitors to come by and check them out before joining.

SCOUT SUNDAY
Sunday, February 13
9:00 and 10:30 A.M.
We're recognizing our scouts during
worship—Girl Scouts at the 9:00 service,
and Boy Scouts at the 10:30 service.

Troop 186 and other LUMC Scouts between services at a
previous Scout Sunday.

If there are any scouts who would like to be
involved, please contact Mary Clow at Mary.
Clow@lenexaumc.org.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES
join us for Sunday school!
9 A.M.

Kid's Kingdom: Kids age 4–5th grade—2nd Floor of the Education Building

10:30 A.M.

Kids Connect: Kids age 4–5th grade—meet in the Sanctuary, pick up on 2nd Floor of the Education Building

9 &10:30 A.M.

Nursery Care: Kids 3 and under—Room 206

BIBLE BOOTCAMP | Sundays
Starting on February 6, we will be studying the books of the Bible during children’s Sunday school as part of LUMC’s
church-wide Spiritual Bootcamp! Join us at 9 or 10:30 a.m. to learn about all 66 books—from Genesis to Revelation!

GROWING IN GRACE CHOIR | Wednesdays | 6:15–7 P.M.
Growing in Grace Children’s Choir practices on Wednesday evenings. All kids 4 years and older are invited to join us!
Please call or email Liesel at (816) 529-9242 or Liesel.Stephens@lenexaumc.org with any questions.

FAMILY VALENTINE'S DAY PARTY | Sunday, February 13 | 11:30 A.M.
Join us for a family Valentine’s Day party on the 2nd floor of the Education Building. We will have lunch and fun
activities. RSVP to Mary Clow at Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.

PJS AND POP-TARTS | Sunday, March 13 | 9 & 10:30 A.M.
Spring forward on your clocks—and spring out of bed to join us in Sunday School after Daylight Saving Time has
begun! Wear your PJs and we'll have Pop-Tarts during both Kid's Kingdom at 9:00 and Kids Connect at 10:30.

YOUTH MINISTRIES

join us Sundays
in the loft!

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 AM
YOUTH GROUP: 4–6 PM

Join us at Sunday School for a themed study and time together, then at Youth Group in the afternoon as we share
about our week, have some fun, and dig into our faith! Everyone in grades 6–12 is welcome.

Sunday, February 6 Youth Sunday (9 & 10:30 services)
Sunday, February 13 Super Bowl Party
See more of the events and activities coming up in 2022 at http://lenexaumc.org/youth and check our LUMYouth
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/groups/LenexaUnitedMethodistYouth for the most accurate week-to-week
info. We're so excited for all the fun, learning, and service opportunities that await us in Youth Ministries this year!
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YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays | 10:30 a.m.

Our Sunday morning gatherings have been fantastic. We have a solid base of folks joining us
in our conversations. We generally springboard off the morning’s message, then dig into a
headline, current events, or any topic our young adults bring up. We’re all over the map and we
love it that way. Our fridge remains stocked with the stuff young adults tell us to buy, and each Sunday morning the
coffee has been brewed and hot water is ready for coffee, tea, and hot chocolate drinkers. Young adults 18–35+ have
an open invitation to join in these Sunday morning gatherings!

UFO: UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, February 16 | 6:30–8 p.m.

On the 3rd Wednesday every month, all adults are invited to gather in the
Underground for fellowship, food, and a bit of fun. Mark your calendar for February
16, when we’ll have an Italian theme for our eats.

MIXED NUTS MISSION TRIP RECAP
Last February, Houston, Texas experienced bitter cold temperatures that caused many water pipes to burst. Our group
of 8 MIXED NUTS had the privilege of traveling there and tackling the many challenges at the home of Roland. He
had been without running water since the bitter cold snap in early 2021. New water lines were installed, in addition to
the drywall demo and replacement of ceilings in several rooms. His two bathrooms also needed extensive demo and
repair. Our group didn’t quite finish the job, but got Roland well on his way to having a home with running water again.
This year was the 17th MIXED NUTS mission trip for young adults. Mission trips like this are barely affordable for the
young adult participants. They are all beginning their adult lives and either working jobs or attending college. We are
so grateful for the prayerful and financial support of the LUMC family. Without it, this annual mission trip would not
be possible.

YOUNG ADULT CHALLENGE—WORK/HIKE/CLIMB/FLOAT
The dates for our annual mission trip are set! We’re heading to Colorado in July to do good work and enjoy the
mountains. Participation fee is be $200 for young adults & $375 for old adults (to be recruited if needed). Interested
persons should contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogslcf@gmail.com. Stay tuned for more info on our planned week of
mission, challenges and fun!
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
————————
2021 FINANCIAL REPORT ————————————————
Wow! A year ago, we never dreamed we would now be completing our second year of living through a global
pandemic. Despite the challenges, Lenexa UMC is doing great things in the name of Jesus because of the
faithfulness of our members and friends. Add in a little help from the government in the form of COVID-19
relief funds, and we finished 2021 in a good place financially. 4th quarter contributions to the operating budget
general fund totaled $94,482, bringing the total for the year to $382,709. This was 2% behind last year and 93% of
what was anticipated in the budget. Our building use and fundraising income was $34,202 for the year, a slight
increase over 2020. We withdrew $16,670 in Endowment earnings to support the budget, received $71,198 from
the Employee Retention Credit, and $50,503 of Payroll Protection Program loans were forgiven. All bills on hand
were paid at the end of the year and we paid 100% of our Mission Share, making it twelve consecutive years!
We carried forward to 2022, as budgeted, $22,418 in excess funds, as well as $32,779 which will be coming
in additional Employee Retention Credit refunds. Additionally, we were able to add $32,451 to the Building
Maintenance Reserve Fund, which will come in handy as we continue to fix up the main building.
In the 4th quarter., $28,514 was given to the kitchen remodel project, bringing the total for the year to $102,094.
We currently owe $106,000 on the Line of Credit. After the final remodel bills are paid, we anticipate owing about
$130,000. As most people have already paid off their original commitment, it is imperative that we all continue
to make regular gifts to the kitchen project so that we can meet our monthly obligation and quickly retire the
debt. It’s also a great place to direct a large lump-sum contribution from an IRA RMD or other revenue source.
Lenexa UMC has also always had a passion for mission and this year was no different. In 2021, you gave over
$20,000 ($8,000 more than 2020!) to special offerings and other mission projects, including the Banana Africa
Gospel Church, Hillcrest Transitional Housing, St. Mary’s Hot Lunch program, the Johnson County Multi-Service
Center and more. That doesn’t include the hundreds of pounds of food donated to the food pantry, thousands
of sandwiches served at St. Mary’s and every Wednesday night at Dinner’s on Us, or all of the other donation
drives throughout the year.
Thank you for your generosity and for your faithfulness to the work that God is doing
through Lenexa UMC.

4TH QUARTER TREASURER'S REPORT
See the latest financial news about your church. Pick up a copy on the information
table at the top of the stairs by the office or email linda.stokes@lenexaumc.org,
and Linda will send one to you.
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END OF 2021

DECEMBER 2021 TOTAL FOR YEAR
General Operating Fund Contributions Received ....................................................................................................................
$35,666
$382,709
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received ..........................................................................................................
$757
$34,202
Income from Endowment Earnings ................................................................................................................................................
$1,250
$16,670
Employee Retention Credit Received ............................................................................................................................................
$71,198
Payroll Protection Program Loan Forgiven .................................................................................................................................
$59,503
Carryover from 2020 ............................................................................................................................................................................
$4,040
Total Operating Income Received ...................................................................................................................................................
$37,673

$568,322

2021 Annual Budget ............................................................................................................................................................................

$512,000

Mission Share Paid ..............................................................................................................................................................................
$4,234
2021 Mission Share ..............................................................................................................................................................................

$50,815
$50,815

GIVING ALTERNATIVES
There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating budget, kitchen
project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:
•
•
•
•

Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
Mail a check to 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the memo line.
Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/give for information and the link to give online.
Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa United
Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!
Support the church by doing your typical online shopping in either of these two easy ways!
#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church will receive
a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings. Donations vary by retailer,
but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win!
1. Sign up at www.iGive.com/LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch. Your registration automatically supports LUMC.
2. Download the iGive button. This is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a donation when
shopping at a participating merchant.
3. Shop!
#2: Amazon Smile: If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose Lenexa
United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save the link https://smile.
amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! Using your Prime account still benefits the church.

11

SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS
PATHFINDERS

Pathfinders Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. in the Asbury Room. You can also join via Zoom! We study a wide variety
of topics, including biblical studies and current events. For the Zoom link, contact Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org.
All are welcome!

FOUNDATIONS

Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays in Room 119 and on Zoom to discuss thought-provoking
questions and support each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our
life. Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS

Dashers Sunday School Class meets at 10:15 in the Asbury Room. We typically have 8 to 10 people in attendance and
discuss a variety of theological topics. We generally begin our discussion with that week's sermon and how it spoke to us,
then move to the lesson topic. We've explored subjects like prayer, how other religions relate to Christianity, how the bible
came to be, and many more. Drop by on Sunday morning, or contact Dave Glisson at daveglisskc@gmail.com for more info.

SPECTRUM

As the name suggests, the Spectrum Class welcomes a spectrum of ages. We also study a spectrum of lessons, some of our
favorite authors being Amy-Jill Levine and Adam Hamilton. Come join us at 9 a.m. in Room 122. For more info, contact Wayne
Dothage at wdothage@gmail.com.

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY

All are welcome to participate in a weekly zoom Bible study on Thursday evenings from 7–8 p.m. led by Fiske Miles. Feel free
to select a passage that is particularly meaningful or intriguing to you to share with others during our meeting. The Zoom
link is https://tinyurl.com/2p82r833. Contact Fiske at fiskem3@gmail.com for more information.

LADIES BOOKCLUB

Ladies' Bookclub meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at noon in the Library. We usually choose books several months
ahead of time and include both fiction and non-fiction books of all genres. We will meet February 16 to discuss The Forest
of Vanishing Stars by Kristin Harmel (discussion led by Cheryl Waterman). Our next book for March 16 is Lightning Strike
by William Kent Krueger. Visitors are always welcome! Contact Linda Stoker with any questions at lstoker98@gmail.com.

CHRISTCARE

The Friends and Followers ChristCare group meets in Room 105 on the 4th Thursday of each month. The group is a caring,
confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe environment.
After catching up on joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If you'd like more
information or want to join, contact Linda Stokes at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH

Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!

METHODIST MEN'S GROUP

Men's Group meets the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Wesley Room for discussions and presentations of
interest to Christian men of all ages. The February 12 meeting will feature Rev. Jan Hayen discussing “The Frontier Methodist
Church....Including Lenexa?”. All are invited to attend! If you'd like notifications about meetings or have questions, contact
Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, or Chuck Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net.
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