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The deadline for the May issue of the Messenger is noon on Wednesday, April 20. 
Email articles to Lauren.Lanigan@lenexaumc.org.

The Messenger is available online or at church. If you'd like a copy mailed to you, please contact the church office.

CONNECT WITH US!
Office email:  office@lenexaumc.org
Office phone:  (913) 888-5600
        facebook.com/lenexaumc

facebook.com/lenexaumc/live

sanctuary or via livestream at
9 and 10:30 every Sunday!

worship with us in the



PASTOR’S
CORNER

  I pray and wish you all a happy Easter! 
 

  
  Pastor Ezekiel
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I remember a picture my parents took of me and my brother in my new clothes posing for a moment in the camera’s 
view on an Easter Sunday. That is not the only thing I can remember about Easter Sunday in Kenya. I recall that we 
went to church as a family to enjoy the celebration of the risen Lord and take Holy Communion served by an American 
missionary (we called him Mzungu in our language). Back then, we took Holy Communion once a year because we 
didn’t have an ordained pastor or Communion cups and bread. We had to wait for a missionary to visit on Easter Sunday 
and bring Holy Communion items to serve us.

Easter season in general was something to look forward to. It was not just a time of going through the motions; it seemed 
like everyone who was there was truly celebrating the gift of God sent to us through Jesus Christ. It felt genuine to me 
as a child, and although the wonder of it all faded as I grew up, I still had those memories to remind me that something 
wonderful took place when Jesus was raised from the dead. How different it seems here in American churches! I 
don’t see churches being filled with the same joy I experienced as a child back in Kenya. For many children it’s just the 
day the Easter bunny comes, a day to get candies and quarters. Sometimes I wonder whether those missionaries I 
encountered in Africa were from North America or somewhere else. 

It seems the church in America often does not hold prominence in people’s lives as it does in Africa. Busy schedules 
and events seem to take the place of honoring and worshiping the Creator and the Savior, as well as the gift of eternal 
life offered through the Risen Lord. I am shocked at the commercialization of Easter and how easily we seemingly 
forget God’s gift and promise to those who are faithful. When shopping or other activities keep us away from Church 
and the word of God on Sunday, we risk pushing out of our lives the very one who gave us life.

Why are we afraid to speak of a God who created us and loves us more than we can ever know? Why can’t we 
acknowledge that God is God and we are His people? I pray for a time when we can speak of God the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit without hesitation to those we fear don’t want to hear about God and His love for us. I also pray for 
all those who ignore the priceless gift offered to us through our faith and belief in the Son of God, Jesus Christ. I pray 
especially for those children, grandchildren, and future generations who may never know the joy of knowing Jesus 
instead of a bunny who will not save their eternal souls. Do you really love your neighbor like Jesus loves you? 

We are now into April, a month where we find the end of Lent, Palm Sunday, Holy Week, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Morning. There are many ways that Easter 
will be celebrated, and for many it will be a day of hiding Easter eggs, getting Easter gift baskets, 
and chocolate or marshmallow bunnies. Sadly, it will also be a day when the Resurrection Story 
may not be told to children who won’t be in church that Sunday. They will gather the eggs from 
wherever their parents have hidden them, crack the shells to get whatever surprises are inside, 
and probably hear about the Easter bunny. And that will be the end of the Easter story for them. 
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SUNDAY, APRIL 3   |  5th SUNDAY IN LENT
“Understanding Holy Communion and the Body of Christ”
Luke 22:14–22. Holy Communion is a means of grace that molds you and shapes you and unites all of us as one in the 
body of Christ. Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

COMMUNION SUNDAY
The congregation comes up the center aisle to receive communion. Servers wear gloves to hand out bread 
and prepackaged juice cups. Those who wish to continue taking communion with the wafer in the cup instead 
of receiving bread are welcome to do so. After receiving the elements, you may kneel at the communion rail 
or return to your seat to consume the elements. Those worshiping at home can either supply their own bread 
and juice, pick up prepackaged elements in the church office, or get them during the Dinner’s On Us drive-thru 
from 5:30–6:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 10    |  PALM SUNDAY
“A Change From 'Hosanna!' to 'Crucify Him!'”
John 12:12–19, Luke 22:8–9, 16–21. What a change of heart! This Palm Sunday sermon will illustrate the turn of events 
from the joyful shouts of "Hosanna!" on Palm Sunday to "Crucify Him!" on Good Friday. Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

THURSDAY, APRIL 14    |  MAUNDY THURSDAY    |  7 P.M.
On Maundy Thursday, the drama team will perform a play featuring the discussion between apostle John and Mary 
the mother of Jesus and Mary Magdalene on the night Jesus was taken for trial. Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

SUNDAY, APRIL 17    |   EASTER SUNDAY

Youth-led SonRise Service  |  7 a.m.  |  Lion's Shelter, Sar-Ko-Par-Trails Park

“Christ is Risen—He is Risen Indeed!”  |   9 & 10:30 a.m.
Mark 16:1-9. If Christ was not raised, the church would never have come into existence, and the disciples would 
never have gone on in the face of the opposition they encountered to proclaim that God raised Him from the dead. 
They would never have passed to us their testimony, for they would have had nothing to testify about. Pastor Ezekiel 
Koech preaching.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24    |   ENDOWMENT SUNDAY / 2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER
“Hearts of Generosity”
Luke 12:13-21, 34; 1 Timothy 6:17-19. Rev. Dustin Petz of the Kansas Methodist Foundation will speak about the power 
of our gratitude which shapes and blesses our lives. He will also speak to the transformative power we each have to 
change lives through our generosity. The sermon will speak to our hearts as they relate to our resources and the stuff 
of life. There will be a presentation with a light lunch after the 10:30 service (more info on page 10).

WORDS ON WORSHIP



#3:  LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet 
access or would prefer to 
listen on CD, we have audio 
recordings of the 9:00 and 
10:30 A.M. services available. 
Contact the church office 
at office@lenexaumc.org — 
we'll mail you a CD each week.

#2:  WATCH LATER
The videos from both services are 
posted each week at lenexaumc.
org/worship-online. They are posted 
shortly after worship ends on Sunday 
morning and are available to watch 
anytime during the week. Videos are 
left on this page for at least 3 months, 
so you can go back and watch 
previous weeks if you missed them or 
want to watch them again.

#1:  LIVESTREAM
At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch 
worship live at facebook.com/
lenexaumc/live. You do not 
need a Facebook account to be 
able to watch. If you go to the 
website before the video has 
started, it will not automatically 
show up when worship begins. 
You will need to refresh the 
webpage for the video to load.

Staying home?
Participate in Sunday worship remotely in any of these ways!

5

We livestream both services every Sunday at
www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live!

Watch previous services at www.lenexaumc.org/worship-online/.

9 a.m.
————————————————————

Blended Worship
(Contemporary/Traditional)

10:30 a.m.
————————————————————

Traditional Worship
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ALL-CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, May 22   |   12:00 p.m.  |  Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park
Join us for an all-church picnic at the Sunflower Shelter at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park. Turn in at the skate park and drive 
up the hill past the pool—the shelter is next to the playground on the right. Bring your own lunch and join us after 
church for some fun and fellowship.

HOLY WEEK STATIONS
During Holy Week, stop by the Wesley room to reflect on the Seven Last Words of Jesus. These stations will be 
available for you to visit on:

April 10:  8 a.m.–12 p.m.
April 11 and 12:  9 a.m.–4 p.m.
April 13:  9 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
April 14:  9 a.m.–4 p.m. and 6:30–8:30 p.m.
April 15:  9 a.m.–4 p.m.

NEW KITCHEN UPDATE
To show our appreciation and gratitude to the congregation for their contributions and patience during the kitchen 
remodel process, several members of the Property Management Team and the Kitchen Committee recently 
purchased and donated the following items for the new kitchen.
 
 •  2 6" Classic Henckels Chef knives
 •  2 large and 2 small cutting boards
 •  2 three-quart and 2 five-quart mixing bowls
 •  2 large and 2 small sets of tongs
 •  2 vegetable peelers
 •  2 large jelly roll pans
 •  measuring spoons and glass measuring cups
 •  drawer organizers, a box grater, a colander, and a spatula set
 ....and, coming soon: two sizes of new porcelain coffee mugs for the Schneeberger coffee station.
 
In addition, the remodeling duo of Frank Rounds and Bob Fowler spent the last few weeks updating the dingy, dark, 
and cave-like downstairs kitchen. To date, the rusted-out chest freezer was relocated to the dumpster along with 
the old cabinets, sink, and faucet. Frank installed new flooring, and thanks to Bob, the ceiling and walls received a 
fresh coat of paint (no more screaming yellow walls!). Last week, they installed a new cabinet, sink, and faucet. A new 
microwave is in place and a coffee bar cart is on order. The refrigerator is Clorox clean and the light fixture is shining 
bright once again. Together they finalized the project by installing new rubber base molding. We are so thankful for 
your hard work, Frank and Bob—and for our wonderful congregation!

Sincerely,
The Property Management Team and Kitchen Committee

NOTE:  When using the kitchen, please make sure the oven and stove are turned off when you leave. We have already 
had two incidents where a burner or the oven have been left on. We don't want to keep the kitchen locked, but may 
have to do so if the issue continues. Thanks for your help!

NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BSA SCOUT SERVICE PROJECTS
The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is the largest youth service organization in the United States. In 2021, the local 
council called Heart of America Council (HOAC) provided over 85,800 hours in service to the greater Kansas City 
area. Those were just the hours reported to the council—there are probably many more hours that went unreported.
Scouts BSA Troop 186 here at Lenexa United Methodist Church helped provide some of those hours. The troop 
usually provides service in one of three ways: a troop service project, a district- or HOAC-wide service project, or 
an Eagle service project. All Life Scouts must plan, supervise, and complete a service project approved by the local 
district Eagle advancement committee.

Projects come in all varieties. Troop projects include landscaping at LUMC, placing wreaths on veterans’ graves 
during the Christmas holiday season, helping out at the Adelante Thrift Store in KCK, or helping to serve breakfast 
at the local Lenexa VFW on July 4. District service projects included the donation of school supplies and backpacks 
for back-to-school donation to those in need. Troop 186 Eagle Scouts have done landscaping at LUMC, built a gaga 
ball pit at Lenexa Hills Elementary School, and constructed a bench and a Little Free Library at McAuliffe Elementary 
School.

Troop 186 is for male Scouts in fifth grade up to 18 years of age. If a male youth is interested in checking out Troop 186, 
they meet on almost every Monday night here at LUMC. Contact the Scoutmaster, Ron Morris, at scoutmaster@5x-
op.us. Females of the same age can also join a Scouts BSA. If interested, contact David Pendleton at PKUJayhawk@
gmail.com who will connect you with a local girls’ troop.

The LUMC courtyard before and after Troop 186's 
landscaping project.

The completed Gaga Ball pit at Lenexa Hills 
Elementary School.

Backpack stuffing for students in need within the 
Shawnee Mission School District.

The bench and Little Free Library built by Troop 186 at
McAuliffe Elementary.

SCOUT SUNDAY
Sunday, February 13
9:00 and 10:30 A.M.
We're recognizing our scouts during 
worship—Girl Scouts at the 9:00 service, 
and Boy Scouts at the 10:30 service.

If there are any scouts who would like to be 
involved, please contact Mary Clow at Mary.
Clow@lenexaumc.org.



GROWING IN GRACE CHOIR  |  Wednesdays  |  6:15–7 P.M.
Growing in Grace Children’s Choir practices every Wednesday evening. All kids 4 years and older are invited to join us! 
Please call or email Liesel at (816) 529-9242 or Liesel.Stephens@lenexaumc.org with any questions. 

EASTER EGG HUNT  |  Sunday, April 10  |  11:30 A.M.
Our children’s Easter Egg Hunt will be on Palm Sunday after the 10:30 service. We will also have lunch, cookie 
decorating, and crafts. Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to join us! RSVPs to Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org are 
appreciated to help us plan.

NEW BOOK ALERT!
Here's Ms. Mary’s review of Snuggle Time Easter Stories by Glenys Nellist, a new book available in the LUMC library: 
Share the stories of Easter and Holy Week with young children through these sweet poems. Some of the realities 
of Holy Week are hard to process for children, but these poems present them in an accessible format while still 
focusing on the meaning of the events. Suggested age: 2-6 years old.
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES

join us Sundays 
in the loft!

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 AM
YOUTH GROUP: 4–6 PM

Join us at Sunday School for a themed study and time together, then at Youth Group in the afternoon as we share 
about our week, have some fun, and dig into our faith! Everyone in grades 6–12 is welcome.

9 A.M.
Kid's Kingdom:   Kids age 4–5th grade—2nd Floor of the Education Building

10:30 A.M.
Kids Connect:   Kids age 4–5th grade—meet in the Sanctuary, pick up on 2nd Floor of the Education Building

9 &10:30 A.M.
Nursery Care:   Kids 3 and under—Room 206

join us for Sunday school!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2022  | June 20–24  |  9 A.M.–12:15 P.M.
Discovery on Adventure Island Vacation Bible School is coming up! VBS is open to kids 4 
years old (by August 31, 2022) through new 6th graders. Register now at www.lenexaumc.
org/VBS. Approximately 40 youth and adult volunteers are needed to make VBS a success. 
If you are interested in helping out (even if you can’t do all 5 days!) please let Mary Clow 
know at Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.
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YOUTH MINISTRIES  (cont.)

YOUNG ADULT CHALLENGE—WORK/HIKE/CLIMB/FLOAT
The dates for our annual mission trip are set! We’re heading to Colorado in July to 
do good work and enjoy the mountains. Here's the general info for our planned 
week of mission, challenges and fun:

Sunday, July 10 – Travel from LUMC to Salida UMC, our housing for the week
Monday, July 11 – Hike with the goal of reaching an altitude of 12,500 ft.
Tuesday & Wednesday, July 12 & 13 – WORK!
Thursday, July 14 – Today we climb a mountain together!
Friday, July 15 – Float Trip down the Arkansas River
Saturday, July 16 – return home to LUMC

Fee is $200 for young adults & $375 for older adults (to be recruited if needed). If 
interested, contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogslcf@gmail.com.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES

YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays   |   10:30  a.m.
Our Sunday morning gatherings have been fantastic. We have a solid base of folks joining us 
in our conversations. We generally springboard off the morning’s message, then dig into a 
headline, current events, or any topics our young adults bring up.  Our fridge is always stocked, 

and each Sunday morning the coffee has been brewed and hot water is ready for coffee, tea, and hot chocolate 
drinkers. Young adults 18–35+ have an open invitation to join in these Sunday morning gatherings!  

UFO: UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, April 20   |   6:30–8  p.m.
On the 3rd Wednesday every month, all adults are invited to gather in the Underground for fellowship, food, and fun.

SONRISE SERVICE  |  Sunday, April 17
We will have our annual Easter sunrise service starting at 7 a.m. at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park at the Lion’s Shelter! Youth, 
please plan on arriving by 6:30 a.m. We will get breakfast at Panera afterwards! 

YOUTH LOCK-IN  |  April 29–30
We will spend around 12 hours “locked in” at the church starting on Friday, April 29! We will fill this time with games, 
movies, and food! We will need all the volunteers and food we can get, so let Teila Creekmore know (Teila.Creekmore@
lenexaumc.org) if you can take a shift or supply some food! 

GRADUATION SUNDAY  |  Sunday, May 15
We're celebrating our graduating seniors on May 15. If your senior is graduating, please email Teila.Creekmore@
lenexaumc.org with details of their high school experience and any post-grad plans! We can’t wait to celebrate them!

APRIL 3:  Service Project
APRIL 10:  Lenten Stations
APRIL 17:  No Youth Group
APRIL 24:  Bowling
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For many years, members of The United Methodist Church and its predecessor bodies have stood for peace, 
health and wholeness, economic justice, creation justice, and civil and human rights. One way we accomplish 
this is through the General Board of Church and Society in Washington, D.C.

The agency’s mission and mandate are to seek the implementation of the Social Principles and other policy 
statements of the General Conference on Christian social concerns. Church and Society challenges United 
Methodists to work through their local churches, ecumenical channels and society toward personal, social and 
civic righteousness.

Today, Church and Society connects United Methodists with the ever more urgent work of engaging in public 
life in solidarity with the poor and the marginalized. As we United Methodists and our partners speak out for 
peace and justice, we practice social holiness and enact works of mercy in the world.

Through our support of Lenexa UMC and payment of our Mission Share to the Great Plains Conference, we 
support the ministries of the General Board of Church and Society through the World Service Fund.

SPOTLIGHT on
WORLDWIDE METHODISM

WORLD SERVICE FUND

ENDOWMENT SUNDAY
APRIL 24, 2022

Endowment Sunday is April 24. We are pleased that Rev. Dr. Dustin Petz, President & CEO of Kansas Methodist 
Foundation (formerly Kansas Area United Methodist Foundation), will be with us that day. He will preach at 
both the 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. worship services on “Hearts of Generosity.” After the 10:30 a.m. service, we 
invite you to stay for a light lunch and presentation on “Giving Generously and Leaving a Legacy.” Dustin will 
teach us about ways to maximize our giving now during life, as well as considerations about estate planning to 
provide for your family and to support the church through a legacy gift. Please RSVP  for the presentation to the 
church office at office@lenexaumc.org or (913) 888-5600 so we can plan food accordingly.



FINANCIAL UPDATE

EASTER OFFERING
The Finance Committee has designated Project 10-20 as the recipient of this year’s Easter Offering. Project 10-20 is a cold 
weather homeless shelter located in Shawnee Mission Unitarian Universalist Church at 9400 Pflumm. Barb McEver, co-
founder of Project 10-20, will be with us on Easter morning to share more about Project 10-20 and homelessness in Johnson 
County. Your generous donation to the Easter offering will help fulfill their mission of loving our neighbors and providing 
shelter, support, and compassion to all adults experiencing homelessness while helping them utilize community resources 
to achieve their goals.

GIVING ALTERNATIVES
There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating budget, kitchen 
project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:

• Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
• Mail a check to 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the memo line.
• Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/give for information and the link to give online.
• Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa United 

Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!
Support the church by doing your typical online shopping in either of these two easy ways! 

#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church will receive 
a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings. Donations vary by retailer, 
but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win! 

1. Sign up at www.iGive.com/LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch. Your registration automatically supports LUMC.
2. Download the iGive button. This is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a donation when 

shopping at a participating merchant.
3. Shop!

#2: Amazon Smile: If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose Lenexa 
United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save the link https://smile.
amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! Using your Prime account still benefits the church.
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SPOTLIGHT on
WORLDWIDE METHODISM

WORLD SERVICE FUND

ENDOWMENT SUNDAY
APRIL 24, 2022

General Operating Fund Contributions Received    ...................................................................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received    .........................................................................................................
Income from Endowment Earnings    ..............................................................................................................................................
Employee Retention Credit   ..............................................................................................................................................................

Total February 2022 Operating Income    .......................................................................................................................................

2022 Annual Budget    ...........................................................................................................................................................................

Mission Share Paid    .............................................................................................................................................................................
2022 Mission Share    ............................................................................................................................................................................

$24,390
$2,017
$2,777

$31,150

$60,334

$528,622

$3,796
$45,547

FEBRUARY 2022
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PATHFINDERS
Pathfinders Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. in the Asbury Room and on Zoom. We study a wide variety of topics, 
including bible studies and current events. During Spiritual Bootcamp, we're studying "Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise 
of the Ten Commandments Today". For the Zoom link, contact Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org. All are welcome!

FOUNDATIONS 
Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays in Room 119 and on Zoom to discuss thought-provoking 
questions and support each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our 
life. Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS
Dashers Sunday School Class meets at 10:30 in the Asbury Room.  We explore a variety of theological topics such as how 
other religions relate to Christianity, how the Bible came to be, and many more. During Spiritual Bootcamp, we're studying 
the gospel of John.  Drop by on Sunday morning or contact Dave Glisson at daveglisskc@gmail.com for more info.

SPECTRUM
As the name suggests, the Spectrum Class welcomes a spectrum of ages. We also study a spectrum of lessons, some of our 
favorite authors being Amy-Jill Levine and Adam Hamilton. Come join us at 9 a.m. in Room 122. For more info, contact Wayne 
Dothage at wdothage@gmail.com.

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY
All are welcome to participate in a weekly zoom Bible study on Thursday evenings from 7–8 p.m. led by Fiske Miles. Feel free 
to select a passage that is particularly meaningful or intriguing to you to share with others during our meeting. The Zoom 
link is https://tinyurl.com/2p82r833. Contact Fiske at fiskem3@gmail.com for more information.

LADIES BOOKCLUB
Ladies' Bookclub meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at noon in the Library. Visitors are always welcome! Feel free to bring 
a lunch. On April 20, we'll discuss Hostage by Claire Macintosh; for May, Klara and the Sun by Kazuro Ishiguro; and for June, 
Killer of the Flower Moon by David Grann. We usually choose books several months ahead of time and include both fiction and 
non-fiction books of all genres. Contact Linda Stoker with questions at lstoker98@gmail.com.

CHRISTCARE
The Friends and Followers ChristCare group meets in Room 105 on the 4th Thursday of each month. The group is a caring, 
confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe environment. 
After catching up on joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If you'd like more 
information or want to join, contact Linda Stokes at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH
Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free 
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!   

METHODIST MEN'S GROUP
Men's Group meets the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Wesley Room for discussions and presentations of 
interest to Christian men of all ages. On April 9th, Rick Smith will be leading the program with a presentation titled "Things 
I Think About When I Should Probably Be Listening To the Sermon." All are invited to attend! If you'd like notifications 
about meetings or have questions, contact Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, or Chuck 
Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net. 

SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS


