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CONNECT WITH US!
Office email: office@lenexaumc.org
Office phone: (913) 888-5600
facebook.com/lenexaumc

worship with us in the park at 8, in
the sanctuary at 9 or 10:30, or on
livestream at 9 or 10:30 every Sunday!
facebook.com/lenexaumc/live

The deadline for the June issue of the Messenger is noon on Wednesday, May 19.
Email articles to Lauren.Lanigan@lenexaumc.org.
The Messenger is available online or at church. If you'd like a copy mailed to you, please contact the church office.
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the annual

LUMYouth
Fundraiser
Auction

SUNDAY,
MAY 2
–
SUNDAY,
MAY 9

is here!

It’s time for the LUMYouth Annual Fundraiser! The online auction is now open and will close Sunday, May 9 at
4:35 p.m. Be sure to get your bids in by then!

HOW TO BID ONLINE:

To sign up and participate, you’ll either need your cell phone or laptop!
Cell phone: Text “youthfundraiser” followed by your full name to (541) 583-4642, follow the link and
continue your registration, view the auction items, and place your bid.
Laptop: Go to www.galabid.com/youthfundraiser and sign up using your email, phone number, or
Facebook account to register! Then you’ll be able to view the auction items & place your bids!
You will be notified if someone outbids you on an item, and then you can check back in and up your bid! If you
are a winner of an auction item, you'll pay directly on the Galabid platform and pick up your item at the church.

OTHER WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE:
• Take a numbered envelope from our Envelope Wall outside the sanctuary and turn it in to the church
office or place it in the offering plate.
• Donations are always welcome!
• Go to www.//lenexaumc.org/online-giving/ and choose “Youth Ministries Donation” in the drop-down list.
• Simply turn in cash or a check marked "youth fundraiser" to the church office.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
MARCH 2021
General Operating Fund Contributions Received .................................................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received .......................................................................................
Employee Retention Credit Received ........................................................................................................................
Income from Endowment for Budget .........................................................................................................................

$34,326
$20
$2,942
$1,250

Total Operating Income Received ...............................................................................................................................

$38,538

2021 Annual Budget ......................................................................................................................................................... $512,000
Mission Share Paid ...........................................................................................................................................................
Mission Share Paid Year-To-Date .................................................................................................................................
2021 Mission Share ...........................................................................................................................................................

$4,235
$12,705
$50,815

GIVING ALTERNATIVES
There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating
budget, kitchen project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:
• Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
• Mail a check to LUMC at 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the
memo line.
• Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving for information and the link to give online.
• Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa
United Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!
Do you shop online? There are two ways to support the church while doing so.
#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church
will receive a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings.
Donations vary by retailer, but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win!
1. Sign up at www.iGive.com/LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch. Your registration automatically supports LUMC.
2. Download the iGive button. This is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a
donation when shopping at a participating merchant.
3. Shop!

#2: Amazon Smile: If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose
Lenexa United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save
the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! You can use your
Amazon Prime account and still benefit the church.
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1ST QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT
Thank you for your continued support of Lenexa UMC. Even during a global pandemic, which has now extended
for over a year, our members and friends continue to faithfully support the missions and ministries of LUMC.
Total income received for the operating budget in the 1st quarter was $144,331. This includes several people
who have prepaid all of their 2021 giving, as well as $8,518 from the Employee Retention Credit. Even though
we are over budget for the year, we are behind last year’s giving at this point. All bills are paid current, including
100% of our Mission Share to date.
In the 1st quarter, we also received $2,370 for special offerings and other mission projects—as well as $22,199
for the kitchen remodel project.
Lenexa UMC is truly blessed to have such wonderful support of the work that Christ is doing in this place!

MAY 30

"Let the Lord give strength to his people! Let the Lord bless
his people with peace! " — PSALM 29:11, CEB
Each year, on the First Sunday after Pentecost, United Methodists contribute to a churchwide Peace with
Justice Sunday offering which calls the church to strengthen its capacity to advocate publicly in communities
and nations throughout the world. The money is awarded to programs that are a faithful expression of God’s
shalom in the Bible. Half of the money collected stays within the annual conference for area ministries and half
supports national and global ministries through the General Board of Church and Society.
One of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings of The United Methodist Church, Peace with Justice
Sunday enables The United Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating for peace and justice through a
broad spectrum of global programs. You may give in the offering plate on May 30 or online at www.lenexaumc.
org/online-giving.
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WORDS ON WORSHIP
MAY 2 | 5th SUNDAY OF EASTER

“True Freedom...According to Jesus”
Matthew 7:13-14, 10:34-39, 18:1-5, 6:24-26. With the past year, we have heard much comment and debate
about our freedom and liberties as we have plowed through this pandemic. What did Jesus have to say about
our freedom as he understood it? As followers of Jesus, are there not conditions which he understood to be
attached to the freedom he offers us? In all of our freedom in this good country are there not conditions placed
on our freedom? Maybe it is time we begin to think about "true freedom" as offered by our Lord and Savior.
And, how that translates to our everyday living, especially in the time of crisis such as a pandemic. Rev. Jan
Hayen preaching. Bell Choir Ensemble playing. HOLY COMMUNION: We will be using prepackaged communion
elements during in-person worship. Those worshiping at home can either supply their own bread and juice or
pick up prepackaged elements at the church. Elements can be picked up at the church office or during the
Dinner’s On Us drive-thru Wednesday, March 3, 5:30–6:30 p.m.

MAY 9 | 6th SUNDAY OF EASTER / MOTHER'S DAY

“Parenting Children With a Purpose”
Psalm 78:1-6; Mark 10:13-14. Some parents think they need to let their kids make their own decisions about
religion, church attendance, Bible study and youth fellowship. But really, what kind of a decision can a five-yearold, nine-year-old, or ten-year-old make? The Bible says we are to teach our children in order that they might
have hope in God rather than being beaten down by the chaos of culture. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

MAY 16 | 7th SUNDAY OF EASTER

“Vision For Our Community and Beyond”
Acts 16:9-10; 2 Corinthians 10:14-16. Christians quickly lose their desire to reach the lost; it's a fire that must be
constantly rekindled. Paul's burning zeal was answered by the vision of a Man from Macedonia, calling for help.
This vision had three effects on the Apostle Paul. Pastor Ezekiel preaching. Bell Choir Ensemble playing.

MAY 23 | PENTECOST / GRADUATION SUNDAY

“Ascension”

Acts 1:1-11, Titus 1:1-2, Galatians 4:4. The Gospel of Luke and Acts were both written by Luke and addressed to
Theophilus. We have many Theophiluses in the house of God. Are you one of them? Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

MAY 30 | TRINITY SUNDAY / PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY

“The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit”

Acts 2:1-13; Romans 8:9-14; Galatians 3:1-5. How do we receive the Holy Spirit? Can one be a Christian and
not have the Spirit? Does having the Spirit mean that we are “advanced” Christians, closer to God than other
Christians? Is the Spirit limited to operating only in the lives of Christians? Pastor Ezekiel preaching. Bell Choir
Ensemble playing.
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Worship in the Park is back!

Bring a chair or blanket and join us Sundays at 8 A.M. at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park by the gazebo. Please
maintain at least 6 feet of space between families when choosing a place to sit.

Masks are required and COVID safety protocols are in place for worship in the sanctuary. If you choose
to attend services in person, please read these protocols first at www.lenexaumc.org/covid/.
Worship takes place at 9 and 10:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary and via livestream on Facebook for those
who are more comfortable worshiping from home. Tune in at www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.
Missed last week? Watch previous services at https://lenexaumc.org/online-services/.

Staying home?
Participate in Sunday worship remotely in any of these ways!
#1: LIVESTREAM

#2: WATCH LATER

At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch
the worship service live at
facebook.com/lenexaumc/live.
You do not need a Facebook
account to be able to watch.
If you go to the website before
the video has started, it will not
automatically show up when
worship begins. You will need
to refresh the webpage for the
video to load.

The videos from both worship
services are posted each week on
our church website at lenexaumc.
org/online-services/. They are posted
shortly after worship ends on Sunday
morning and are available to watch
anytime during the week. Videos are
left on this page for at least 3 months,
so you can go back and watch
previous weeks if you missed them or
want to watch them again.

#3: LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet
access available or would
prefer to listen on CD, we
have audio recordings of the
9:00 and 10:30 A.M. services
available on CD. Contact
the church office at office@
lenexaumc.org and we can
mail you CDs every week.
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NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ALL-CHURCH PICNIC

Sunday, May 2 | 12 p.m. | Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park
Join us for an all-church picnic on Sunday, May 2 at the Sunflower Shelter at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park. Turn in at the
skate park and drive up the hill past the pool; the shelter is next to the playground on the right. Bring your own
lunch and join us after church for some fun and fellowship. There are several picnic tables in the shelter, but you
are welcome to bring your own chair as well. We will have a few lawn games and sporting equipment. Feel free
to bring other games or activities. Invite a friend!

DOROTHY ROSE BIRTHDAY PARADE

Sunday, May 9 | 12–1 p.m. | LUMC west parking lot
Everyone's favorite Energizer bunny, Dorothy Louise Glaettli Rose, is turning 99 on May 7! We would like to celebrate
her, in these times of COVID, with a parade of cars, people and signs at LUMC on Mother's Day. Enter the west
parking lot from 91st Terrace. Dorothy will be there with bells on, if you know her. She is very excited about seeing
her friends from church, around Lenexa, and her family, and cupcakes will be provided for the guests. It is not a
surprise! If you can't make it and want to send a card, her address is 25200 W 91st St, Lenexa KS 66227. Thank you!

MAY–JUNE UPPER ROOM

The May–June issue of the Upper Room is here. You may pick one up at the church, or if you would like one
mailed to you, contact the church office at (913) 888–5600 or office@lenexaumc.org.

ALTAR FLOWERS
If you'd like to provide flowers for the altar on a Sunday this year, sign up on the bulletin board across from the
office, call the church office, or send an email to office@lenexaumc.org.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

The Johnson County Food Pantry is welcoming all donations. Please bring your donations to the gray bins
outside of the church office.

GREAT PLAINS CONFERENCE VIRTUAL 5K

The Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church is once again hosting a virtual 5K walk/run in May.
The Annual Conference theme for this year is: Abide in me and know that I am God. Tying into this theme, donations
given toward this race will go toward Congregational First Aid Mental Health Trainings sponsored by the United
Methodist Health Ministry Fund. Register at https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/AnnualConference20215KRunWalk by
May 1 to receive a T-shirt and medal. Suggested donation is $15 for adults and $10 for kids.
You can complete the 5K (or another distance if you prefer) at a time and place of your choosing or join others
from LUMC in completing it at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park. We will meet on Saturday, May 15 at 9 a.m. by the red barn.
If you plan to participate with LUMC, please email Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org or Teila.Creekmore@lenexaumc.
org so we know to expect you.

LAWN MOWING AT LUMC

If you would like to help care for the lawn at LUMC, sign up for a 2-week period to mow as needed during at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0448a8a628a02-20212. There is a lawnmower at the church in the shed or you
can bring your own. For questions or the code for the shed, contact office@lenexaumc.org. Thank you!
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thank you
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and phone calls during my recent illness and hospital stays.
Especially thank you to Pastor Ezekiel for his prayers with Wayne. While I am feeling much better, I have
a way to go. Please continue your prayers for me, my doctors, and the Cardiac Clinic. Luckily, I got both
my COVID vaccines. Thanks again for your thoughts and prayers!
Sincerely, Mary Dothage

KIDS & FAMILY MINISTRIES
join us on Sunday mornings!
NURSERY CARE is available in room 206 for kids 3 and under during both the 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
worship services.

KIDS CONNECT SUNDAY SCHOOL for kids 4 years old–5th grade meets during the 10:30 a.m.
worship service. We start in the Sanctuary and then after the children’s moment we walk to the Education Building
for Sunday School. Parents/guardians pick kids up from the 2nd floor of the Education Building after worship.
Children are always welcome in worship, and there are activity packets and crayons available in the Narthex.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 21–25 | 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

VBS: Knights of North Castle will be June 21–25. We could still use more volunteers to help out,
which will allow us to serve more children this summer. Please contact Mary Clow if you are
interested in volunteering. Even if you can’t volunteer all 5 days, we can still use your help!
View all the details and register at https://lenexaumc.org/vbs/.

FAMILY DAY AT DEANNA ROSE FARMSTEAD
Saturday, May 22 | 10 a.m.

Join us at Deanna Rose Farmstead in Overland Park on Saturday, May 22! We will have fun feeding the animals,
seeing the gardens, and enjoying the outdoors together. At least one adult must attend with your family to
supervise children. Tickets will be paid for by LUMC. Please RSVP to Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org to secure your
spot. Visit https://www.opkansas.org/recreation-fun/deanna-rose-childrens-farmstead/ for all of the details
regarding Deanna Rose Farmstead’s safety protocols.

save the date!
SATURDAY, JUNE 19 | All-Church Day at Rockbottom Lake
JULY (date TBD) | See Cinderella at Theater In the Park
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER (date TBD) | Baseball Game
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LUMYOUTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL | 10:30 a.m. | The Loft
For the month of May, we’re starting a new topic on mental health! Come join us for discussion, snacks, and time
together. If you would feel more comfortable joining us via Zoom, contact Teila at Teila.Creekmore@lenexaumc.
org for the link.

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES & TIMES
SUNDAY, MAY 2–
SUNDAY, MAY 9

now–4:35 p.m.
on May 9th

SUNDAY, MAY 2

12–2 P.M.

SUNDAY, MAY 9

—

SATURDAY, MAY 15

SUNDAY, MAY 16

TBA

SUNDAY, MAY 23

4–6 P.M.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26

SUNDAY, MAY 30

10

9 A.M.

5:15–6:45 P.M.

—

LUMYouth Annual Fundraiser/Auction

Church Picnic at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park
Bring your own lunch and join us for lawn games and fun!
No Youth Group! Happy Mother's Day!
Great Plains 5K Meetup at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park
Let's raise awareness & support for mental health services!
Laser Tag! (more details to come)
Youth Group
Volunteering at Dinner's On Us
We need at least 5 people to help serve! Let Teila know if
you can!
No Youth Group! Enjoy the holiday weekend!

YOUNG ADULTS

IMPROVEMENTS IN THE UNDERGROUND
Our space has gotten an “upgrade”, with the addition of cabinetry and a sink. Our fridge remains stocked with
the stuff you tell us to buy. When you all arrive each Sunday morning, the coffee has been brewed and hot water
is ready for coffee, tea, and hot chocolate drinkers.

YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays | 10:30 a.m.

Our Sunday YAC gatherings continue to be outstanding. The college students join us when they happen to be in
town, and our conversations are all over the map—and always enlightening. Young adults (18+ years) are invited
to join us in the Underground. Hot & cold beverages are always available, and sometimes snacks, too. Please
wear a mask!

UFO – UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, May 19 | 6:30–8 p.m.

Adding a Wednesday evening gathering has had great success. Join us in the Underground for food, fellowship
and fun times!

YOUNG ADULT CHALLENGE 2021

Sunday, July 11–Saturday, July 17 | Salida, Colorado
The time is NOW to let us know that you are coming along on this road trip to the Buena Vista Valley of Colorado.
This summer’s build is in the town of Nathrop and groundbreaking is happening in May! Here is the general
information on our planned week of mission and fun:
SUNDAY, JULY 11: Travel from LUMC to Salida UMC (our housing for the week).
MONDAY, JULY 12: Hike in the area, with the goal of reaching an altitude of 12,500 feet.
TUESDAY, JULY 13 & WEDNESDAY, JULY 14: Work on the build site for Habitat for Humanity. We will
		also have BBQ at the home of Jessie, last year's homeowner.
THURSDAY, JULY 15: Participant's choice: summit a fourteener OR work at the Habitat build site.
FRIDAY, JULY 16: Work at the build site in the morning, then enjoy a float trip in the afternoon.
SATURDAY, JULY 17: Return home to LUMC.
PARTICIPATION FEE: $175 for young adults ages 18–35, $350 for older adults (to be recruited as needed)
Interested persons should contact Lisa Freeman, Young Adult Facilitator, at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net.

11

SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS
PATHFINDERS

Pathfinders Sunday School Class meets at 9 a.m. in the Asbury Room and on Zoom. They study a wide variety of topics
including biblical studies and current events. For the Zoom link, contact Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org. All are
welcome!

FOUNDATIONS

Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays in Room 105 and on Zoom to discuss thought-provoking
questions and support each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our
life. Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS

Dashers Sunday School Class meets every Sunday at 10:30 in the Wesley Room and on Zoom. We typically have 8 to 10
people in person and via Zoom combined. Lately, we have focused on Bible study using the methodology outlined by Bill
and Marjorie Power. Each passage is read from multiple translations and discussed in terms of what the passage tastes,
smells and feels like, as well as what it tells us about God, the human condition and our relationship with God and each
other. Finally, the question is posed as to what we will do differently, having better understood the passage. To join, contact
Dave Glisson at daveglisskc@gmail.com.

LADIES BOOKCLUB

The LUMC Ladies Bookclub will meet in person and on Zoom on May 19 at noon. We will discuss The Book of Lost Friends
by Lisa Wingate. Our June book will be The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd. Contact Linda Stoker at lstoker98@gmail.
com for more info. All are welcome!

CHRISTCARE

The Friends and Followers ChristCare group currently meets on the 4th Thursday of each month via Zoom. The group is
a caring, confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe
environment. After catching up with joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If
you'd like more information or want to join, contact Linda Stoker at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH

Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!

MOVIE GROUP

Movie Group usually meets on the first Friday of the month at 7 p.m. When we can gather in person at someone's home, we
have pizza, watch a movie, and engage in great fellowship and discussion. Currently, we are gathering via Zoom for fellowship.
Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

MEN'S GROUP

Men's Group meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Wesley Room for discussions and presentations
of interest to Christian men of all ages. Anyone who would like notifications about meetings should contact Erik Troy at
troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, Chuck Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net, or the office.

SPECTRUM

Spectrum Sunday School Class is resuming on Sunday, May 2. Join them at 9 a.m. in Room 122.
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