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PASTOR’S
CORNER
"N

ow John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to him,
'Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do
not fast?' Jesus said to them, 'The wedding guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with
them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. The days will
come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on that day. No one
sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls away from it, the new
from the old, and a worse tear is made. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise,
the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and so are the skins; but one puts new wine
into fresh wineskins.” (Mark 2:18–22)

According to the Christian calendar, it is the Lenten season. Lent is the six-week period leading up to Easter. Just as
we set aside time to spiritually prepare for Christmas Day, it’s meaningful to set aside time to prepare for the two most
important days of the Christian year. Lent is a time that offers us an opportunity to come to terms with the human
condition we may spend the rest of the year running from, and it brings our need for a Savior to the forefront. Like
Advent, Lent is a time to open the doors of our hearts a little wider and understand our Lord a little deeper, so that
when Good Friday and eventually Easter comes, it is not just another day at church, but an opportunity to receive the
overflowing of graces God has to offer.
This year, Lent started on Ash Wednesday, February 17, and ends on April 3. This will be a 40-day spiritual journey.
During this journey is Holy Week, which begins on Palm Sunday, March 28, and ends on Holy Saturday, April 3. One
of the most common ways of celebrating Lent is to give up something significant in our lives. Why? This will help us
to reflect on Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for us. For example, you can give up something you enjoy, such as candy,
chocolate, soda, alcohol, meat, watching TV, or Facebook, and replace them with spiritual disciplines like fasting,
praying, or reading the Bible more.
Fasting is abstaining from all food or eating sparingly on a certain day or for a period of time. What is our motive?
Spiritual, or to make an impression? As we reflect on Mark Chapter 2, the Pharisees were raised in legalism. They
followed the law, very rigid and never changing. What rules and regulations were we raised under? Spiritual or
manmade? John was in prison at this time, and his disciples were fasting in sorrow for him. The Pharisees were fasting
because it was the law and making sure the crowd saw them to make an impression. “Impressive?”
The crowd asked Jesus about His disciples, as they were not fasting. Jesus explained, “no need, as the bride and
bridegroom are still with them,” referring to the bride as the people of God and the bridegroom as God, who loved
them. So, they were joyfully feasting, as the bride and bridegroom were still with them. Jesus went on to say, “soon the
bridegroom will be taken away and then the time of fasting has come until He returns.”
The Pharisees were very rigid, like old wineskins. Putting new wine in an old, stretched wineskin will burst it. They were
not about to accept faith in Jesus’ new ways that could not be contained within the Law. They were closed to Jesus’
new ways. As the old saying goes, “we have never done it that way.”
Fasting is an outward sign of humility and regret for our sins, and it is an inner discipline that cleanses our mind, body
and soul. As we go forth in this Lenten season, let us remember: fasting is a spiritual time of repentance, spending time
in prayer and fasting, reading His word and loving others. What a celebration we will have on Easter morning, either at
Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park, in the sanctuary, or on livestream!
		

Christ has risen! Hallelujah! Amen.

		

		

Pastor Ezekiel Koech
3

FINANCIAL UPDATE
JANUARY 2021
General Operating Fund Contributions Received .................................................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received .......................................................................................
Employee Retention Credit Received ........................................................................................................................
Income from Endowment for Budget .........................................................................................................................

$63,650
$13
$2,849
$2,920

Total Operating Income Received ...............................................................................................................................

$69,432

2021 Annual Budget ......................................................................................................................................................... $512,000
Mission Share Paid ...........................................................................................................................................................
2021 Mission Share ...........................................................................................................................................................

$4,235
$50,815

GIVING ALTERNATIVES
There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating
budget, kitchen project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:
• Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
• Mail a check to LUMC at 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in
the memo line.
• Give online. Go to lenexaumc.org/online-giving for information and the link to give online.
• Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa
United Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!
Are you shopping online because of the COVID-19 pandemic? There are two ways to support the church while
doing so.
#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church
will receive a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings.
Donations vary by retailer, but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win!
1. Sign up at iGive.com/LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch and your registration will automatically support
LUMC.
2. Download the iGive button. This is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a
donation when shopping at a participating merchant.
3. Shop!
#2: Amazon Smile: If purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at smile.amazon.com. Choose Lenexa
United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save the link
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! You can use your Amazon
Prime account and still benefit the church.
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KIDS & FAMILY MINISTRIES
CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL (2 ways to participate!)
#1: In-Person Sunday School is back!

Children’s Sunday School and Nursery care are back during the 10:30 a.m. worship service only. The nursery is open for kids 3
and under and Sunday School is for kids 4 years old–5th grade. For Sunday School, we will start in the Sanctuary and then walk
to the Education Building after the children’s moment. Parents, please pick up kids in the Education Building after worship. Visit
lenexaumc.org/children to review our safety protocols. If you have any questions, please contact Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.

#2: Sunday School At-Home Kits

Kits are still available for those who are not comfortable coming to church yet. Sign up on our website at lenexaumc.org/
children to receive kits with a lesson plan and supplies for a Sunday School lesson each week that you can do as a family.

EASTER CAR-NIVAL | Sunday, March 28 | 4–5 p.m.
We had so much fun at the Halloween Car-Nival that we’re doing it again! Our Easter Car-Nival will
be March 28. You can drive through the parking lot and stop at stations for your kids to play games
to win prizes and candy. All of the games can be played from your car. Please invite your friends to
join us too! Volunteers and candy donations are needed! If you would like to volunteer to help at
the Car-Nival, please contact Mary Clow at Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org. You can bring donations
of individually wrapped candy to the church office. Thank you for your support!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL | June 21–25
Mark your calendar: We're planning to have in-person VBS June 21-25 in the mornings. We'll be adapting the schedule and
structure to follow guidelines from the CDC and local health departments, including wearing masks, keeping class sizes small,
minimizing interaction between classes, etc. Exact times are still being worked out as we make changes to the schedule. More
details and info about registration will be coming later in March. Registration spots will be limited due to fewer volunteers and
capping class sizes. If you'd like to volunteer, please let Mary know as soon as possible so we can plan accordingly. Registration
will open first for kids of volunteers and then for LUMC families before it opens to returning families and the general public.

YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL | 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School is back in person! We meet in the Loft at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday for a devotional and time spent together!
For the next 8 weeks, we will be diving into a Lenten Devotional where we study Jesus’ last words upon the cross. If you
would feel more comfortable joining us via Zoom, please let Teila know at Teila.Creekmore@lenexaumc.org.

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES & TIMES
MARCH 7
MARCH 14
MARCH 21
MARCH 28

4:00 – 6:00 P.M.
4:00 – 6:00 P.M.
4:00 – 6:00 P.M.
3:30 – 6:00 P.M.

GROG
Youth Group
Easter Activities & Crafts
Helping with the Easter Carnival

The Youth will also be serving at Dinner’s On Us on the 4th Wednesday of each month from 5:15-6:45 p.m.! Come volunteer
& make an impact!

LUMY SPRING RETREAT | Friday, April 23 – Sunday, April 25
The 2021 Spring Retreat is taking place April 23–25 during the day and evening time. We will be spending most of our time
at the church, with a fun outing on Saturday! Our focus for this retreat will be the story of Jonah. If you plan on attending or
would like to volunteer, please contact Teila Creekmore at Teila.Creekmore@lenexaumc.org and let her know. The deadline
to register is April 2.
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WORDS ON WORSHIP
MARCH 7 | 3rd SUNDAY IN LENT

“We Preach Crucified Jesus”
1 Corinthians 1:18–25. Today, everything is business—one main marketing strategy—
give what the customer wants, satisfy them, and fulfill their needs and aspirations. Thus,
businesspeople change products. But Gospel preaching is unique. It remains the same,
never changes, and no one can change it. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

MARCH 14 | 4th SUNDAY IN LENT

“Whoever Believes In Jesus Shall Not Perish”
John 3:1–3, 14–21. For God loved you in this way: he gave his only Son so that if you
believe in him, you will not perish, but you will have eternal life. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

MARCH 21 | 5th SUNDAY IN LENT

“Are You Willing To Die To Live?”
John 12:20–33. The crowds were looking for a Christ who would "remain" and lead them into
His glorious earthly kingdom, but Jesus talked about being "lifted up" and not being with
them forever. The Jesus they wanted wasn't the Jesus they got. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

MARCH 28 | PALM SUNDAY

“The Triumphal Entry”
Mark 11:1–11. During the most holy week, we are called to stay close to Jesus through
prayers and listening to his words. We are to be gentle with ourselves, because the God
we love is going to die on the cross. And we are to take care of each other. This might be
the week that we need to forgive each other. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

COMING UP IN APRIL
MAUNDY THURSDAY | April 1 | 7 p.m. | in sanctuary/ on livestream
EASTER SUNDAY | April 4
7:00 A.M. | Son-Rise Service (led by the youth) | Lions Shelter at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park
9:00 A.M. | Easter Service | Sanctuary
10:30 A.M. | Easter Service | Sanctuary
All three Easter services will also be livestreamed at www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.
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We've returned to in-person worship, with masks required and COVID safety protocols
in place. Worship takes place at 9 and 10:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary and via
livestream on Facebook for those who are more comfortable worshiping from home.
Tune in at facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.
Missed last week's service?
Catch up on old ones at https://lenexaumc.org/online-services/.

Attending from home?
Participate in Sunday worship from home in any of these ways!
#1: LIVESTREAM

#2: WATCH LATER

At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch
the worship service live at
facebook.com/lenexaumc/live.
You do not need a Facebook
account to be able to watch.
If you go to the website before
the video has started, it will not
automatically show up when
worship begins. You will need
to refresh the webpage for the
video to load.

The videos from both worship
services are posted each week on
our church website at lenexaumc.
org/online-services/. They are posted
shortly after worship ends on Sunday
morning and are available to watch
anytime during the week. Videos are
left on this page for at least 3 months,
so you can go back and watch
previous weeks if you missed them or
want to watch them again.

#3: LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet
access available or would
prefer to listen on CD, we
have audio recordings of the
9:00 and 10:30 A.M. services
available on CD. Contact
the church office at office@
lenexaumc.org and we can
mail you CDs every week.
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SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS
LENTEN ZOOM STUDY

In a world that seems to be in a constant state of disarray, who wants to change even more? But sometimes we are called to
change. Risk being changed in the Lenten study by diving deep into the history of the last days before the crucifixion using
Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner's Guide to Holy Week by Amy-Jill Levine. The study, moderated by Andy Oren,
continues every Sunday evening at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom through March 28. Contact the church office to get the Zoom link.

PATHFINDERS

For Lent, the Pathfinders are studying The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life by Adam Hamilton. All are
welcome to join us at 9 a.m. via Zoom. For the Zoom link, contact Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org.

FOUNDATIONS

Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays to discuss thought-provoking questions and support
each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our life. Contact Tammy
Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS

Dashers meets every Sunday at 10:15 in the Wesley Room and on Zoom. We typically have 8 to 10 people in person and via
Zoom combined. Lately, we have focused on Bible study using the methodology outlined by Bill and Marjorie Power. Each
passage is read from multiple translations and discussed in terms of what the passage tastes, smells and feels like, as well as
what it tells us about God, the human condition and our relationship with God and each other. Finally, the question is posed as
to what we will do differently, having better understood the passage. To join, contact Dave Glisson at daveglisskc@gmail.com.

LADIES BOOKCLUB

Linda Stoker is the facilitator of the Ladies Bookclub at LUMC. We meet monthly on Zoom on the 3rd Wednesday at noon. We
have 5–8 members, but we welcome other attendees, and church membership is not necessary. We usually choose books several
months ahead of time, including fiction and non-fiction books of all genres. Contact Linda at lstoker98@gmail.com for the link!

CHRISTCARE

The Friends and Followers ChristCare group currently meets on the 4th Thursday of each month via Zoom. The group is
a caring, confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe
environment. After catching up with joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If
you'd like more information or want to join, contact Linda Stokes at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH

Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!

MOVIE GROUP

Movie Group usually meets on the first Friday of the month at 7 p.m. When we can gather in person at someone's home, we
have pizza, watch a movie, and engage in great fellowship and discussion. Currently, we are gathering via Zoom for fellowship.
Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

MEN'S GROUP

Men's Group meets on the second Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. The group provides an opportunity for discussions and
presentations of interest to Christian men of all ages. Anyone who would like notifications about meetings should contact
Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, Chuck Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net, or the office.
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young adult ministries
YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS | 10:30 a.m.

YAC's Sunday gatherings in the Underground are open to all young adults 18–35. Coffee, tea, hot chocolate, and chilled drinks
are always provided. On occasion somebody brings sweet treats to share. Our topics vary and many times originate from the
editorial pages of the newspaper. BYOT (Bring Your Own Topic) anytime, any Sunday. Masks still required.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP | 6:30 p.m.

Young Adult Ministries has added another gathering. Mark on your calendars—the third Wednesday of each month, you
should come to the Underground for mid-week fellowship. There may be food, there could be card games...there WILL be
friends. Join us March 17 for ribs & games!

WORK/HIKE/CLIMB/FLOAT: YOUNG ADULT
CHALLENGE
LUMC Young Adults will make our 6th trip to the Buena Vista Valley of Colorado this
summer. All young adults are invited to spend the week of July 11–17 on this adventure.
The week usually goes like this:
Sunday: Travel to Colorado
Monday: Hike a bit, with the goal of reaching 12,500 ft. for altitude adjustment.
(We hike Monday because Habitat doesn’t work on Mondays.)
Tuesday & Wednesday: Work with Chaffee County Habitat for Humanity building a house
Thursday: Climb a fourteener
Friday: Work a half day and then enjoy a float trip down the Arkansas River
Saturday: Travel home
We are aware that we have a few young adults who would like to join us for this mission trip but prefer not to climb the
mountain. No problem! We plan to recruit an extra “old” adult or two to join us in Colorado and work at Habitat on Thursday
with the young adults who prefer not to climb that day.
The Young Adults are the lucky ones… they were able to continue to meet on Sunday mornings while LUMC worship went
remote. In the next few weeks, the Underground will get a slight facelift. The “Coffee Corner” will be installed, hopefully by
the first of May. We look forward to having a small sink and our much-needed storage for Young Adult supplies & materials.
QUESTIONS about Young Adult Ministries? Contact Bruce & Lisa Freeman, Young Adult Facilitators at brfvet@aol.com or
soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net.
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NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMUNION SUNDAY
Sunday, March 7

We will celebrate Holy Communion on March 7. We will be using prepackaged communion elements during inperson worship. Those worshiping at home can either supply their own bread and juice or pick up prepackaged
elements at the church. Elements can be picked up at the church office or during the Dinner’s On Us drive-thru
Wednesday, March 3, 5:30–6:30 p.m.

KITCHEN REMODEL CHURCH CONFERENCE
Monday, March 1 | 7 p.m.

The kitchen remodel project was approved at a Church Conference held on January 26, 2020, with an estimated
cost of $300,000. As you know, because of COVID-19, construction did not begin as quickly as we anticipated.
We are finally expecting construction to begin soon. Due to increases in material costs in the past year, the
final estimate is close to $360,000. Even though the motion that was passed gave the Property Management
Team the flexibility to approve the final construction price, because the price has increased by more than 10%,
the team would like to have another Church Conference to approve the final cost. All members of Lenexa UMC
have a voice and a vote at a Church Conference. The conference will be held March 1 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. At that
time, click the link below or use the meeting ID & passcode to join.
MEETING ID: 890 5482 8921
PASSCODE: 384912
ZOOM LINK: https://tinyurl.com/LUMCConference

ST. MARY'S FOOD KITCHEN
Friday, April 2

Our next service is April 2. As no surprise, due to the virus, the kitchen continues to be closed, and they are
serving cold lunches in a bag at the door. These consist of a lunch meat sandwich, chips, granola or protein bar,
fruit or fruit cup, bottle of water, and a dessert. We just have to drop the lunches off at St. Mary’s, and they will
pass them out. They have 700–800 people most days, so this will be a tremendous challenge for us, but one we
met in October and January. We need volunteers that can prepare hopefully 50 lunches each and bring them
to the church on the morning of April 2. They will then be transported to St. Mary’s. Please let Tom Bean know if
you can help at 913-888-2446 or threetnkbean@juno.com. We need to know fairly soon if you can so we can be
sure we will have enough. Thank you!

READINESS 360
Readiness 360 is an online survey tool for mobilizing congregations to multiply in ministry and missional impact.
R360 measures a congregation’s spiritual intensity, missional alignment, dynamic relationships and cultural
openness. We are beginning a planning process to identify the needs and desires of our congregation. As a
church, we are taking an online survey called Readiness 360. R360 will help us identify and assess our spiritual
intensity, dynamic relationships, missional alignment, and cultural openness. We will report back our findings
and discover next steps together. Your participation will help in this process. Each person in your family, including
youth, is invited to fill out the survey which takes about 15 minutes to complete. Go to https://app.readiness360.
org/survey/login and type in our congregation’s survey code: 1274252739. The survey is open until April 12. If you
need help accessing the survey, or don’t have computer access, contact the church office for assistance.

10

IT’S COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP TIME!
You are eligible if you meet the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•

you are a member of Lenexa United Methodist Church
you have at least a 2.5 GPA or a GED
you have been accepted to an accredited institution
you will be a full-time student
you have not received an LUMC scholarship in the past

In addition to the application, you will need to submit a 300–500 word essay on your post-secondary plans,
two letters of recommendation, and an official school transcript. To get your application for the 2021 postsecondary undergraduate scholarships, send an email to Linda.Stokes@lenexaumc.org or Teila.Creekmore@
lenexaumc.org, or pick one up in the church office. The application deadline is April 1. These scholarships are
made possible through the Lenexa UMC Scholarship Endowment Fund.

THE UPPER ROOM
March–April Upper Rooms are here. You may pick one up at the church, or if you would like one mailed to you,
contact the church office at (913) 888–5600 or office@lenexaumc.org.

thank yous
Dear Pastor Ezekiel and the LUMC family:
Van, I and all our family wish to thank you all for the many cards, messages
and prayers of support and healing for Van as he continues to recover from
his Stem Cell Transplant and hip replacement surgery. Both issues are going
to be long recoveries, but we are immensely grateful to be on the "other"
side now of these procedures. Please know that your prayers were heard
and most assuredly got us through the toughest times. We look forward to
the future, when the pandemic is behind us and we are able to be out and
about, and especially when we can worship with you all in person again. God
is most definitely good!

We want to thank everyone for
their prayers, cards and calls
following the death of my sister
Bea (Beatrice) Barnstein. We
are truly blest to have such a
wonderful church family. She
will be missed by her family
and everyone whose life she
touched.

—Judy & Van Rose

—Beryl & Milt Magle

11

SPOTLIGHT on
WORLDWIDE
METHODISM
WORLD SERVICE FUND
“Whoever serves me must follow me. Wherever I am, there my
servant will also be. My Father will honor whoever serves me.”
— JOHN 12:26, CEB
As the mission and humanitarian-assistance agency of The United Methodist Church, the General Board of
Global Ministries equips, strengthens, and transforms people and communities for God’s mission around the
world. The needs around us often feel overwhelming. No one can meet every need. But together, through the
World Service Fund, one of seven funds provided through apportionment giving, we share God’s love with the
world. As United Methodism’s worldwide mission and development agency, Global Ministries today supports
more than 300 missionaries in over 70 countries, including the United States. It has personnel, projects and
partners in 120 countries. Our faithful giving through Lenexa UMC makes the heart-changing and worldtransforming ministry of Jesus possible today. Because of your generosity, The United Methodist Church
continues to share good news with the world God loves. Bishop Mary Ann Swenson explained why the World
Service Fund is so very vital. “It is a way in which neighbor helps neighbor, and it helps Christians reach out all
around the world,” she said. “World Service Fund is everything that defines our church. It is the way that we
connect together, the way that we become powerful in our response.”

UMCOR SUNDAY
MARCH 14
When disaster strikes around the globe, the United Methodist Committee on Relief is prepared to act, often being
the first in and the last out. Since 1940, UMCOR has responded to those in desperate need—today throughout
more than eighty countries around the world. The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s something
“we” do. Giving on UMCOR Sunday is what allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving
toward the most vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that all people have God-given worth and dignity—
without regard to race, religion or gender—together we are assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic need.
Because of our gifts, the United Methodist Church’s compassionate response to human suffering continues
today. You may give in the offering plate on March 14 or online at lenexaumc.org/online-giving.

12

