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PASTOR’S
CORNER
What a year it has been!

2021 is ending, and how different this year turned out to be from what we expected when it began in
January. Whichever way you look at it, these past months have been better than the first six months of
the year. I am thankful to God for how he has worked in and through our congregation. I lack words to
express how thankful I am to the church staff, congregational care team, Sunday school leaders, group
leaders and volunteers for working valiantly to keep us connected to the church through online worship
services and fellowship gatherings. We have learned to congregate in person following public health
protocols, and we have ministered to our community through acts of profound kindness—serving drive-through Dinner’s On
Us, delivering food to St. Mary's, providing food to the JoCo Multi-Service Center food pantry, and volunteering at Hillcrest
Thrift Store. These challenging times have provided us with the opportunity to exercise our faith. We have helped and taken
care of each other. We have watched many churches, including ours, prove themselves to be incredibly adaptable, flexible,
and resilient. I am thankful to all of you for being cooperative.
Even so, I understand it is sometimes difficult to see the good when we feel so overwhelmed by despair; however, Christmas
reminds us of something critical to keep in our minds: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it”
(John 1:5). My friends, there are many more reasons to be grateful and filled with hope because of our faith. God has and will
continue to help us to see all of this through. Therefore, I want to remind us that we are a Christmas people, and that Jesus is
incarnated in every act of love and kindness we extend to one another. God can reach us beyond all the barriers the world can
create and revive us by giving us strength in times of great distress. So, we can do this, and we will overcome because we are
the Church, the body of the risen Christ!
I pray that you may see what is ahead, because there is a bright future awaiting. I believe, as many of you do, that God is leading
us into a new season of life and ministry together. My only request is not to give up or go away. I am confident in the success
of our church and that we will celebrate many more Christmases together. We can only do this if we stay connected, worship
together, and be true to one another. As your pastor, I invite you to stay connected and participate in events. It is possible to
hide from fellow believers after being away for two years. I urge you not to underestimate the value of your presence (online
or in person), volunteer services, prayers, witness, and giving/pledging. We need each other more than ever before. Please
reach out to each other and encourage one another, particularly when tempted to give up hope. Ask for help if you need it.
The candlelight of the Advent season symbolizes the light that Christ brings into our world; a light of love and salvation to
reconnect us to God and to one another. It is also a light that leads us into 2022. The candles we light in church and in our
homes at Christmas bring Christ into our midst. Isaiah 60:1 tells us, “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the
Lord rises upon you.” I invite you to light the following candles at your home during this Christmas season: The candle of
hope, where despair keeps watch; the world is waiting for the King of the world—a hero to come and meet the deep needs of
their hearts. The candle of peace, for tempest-tossed days. Peace means being calm in your heart, even in the midst of chaos.
The candle of joy, despite all the sadness. The candle of love, to inspire all my living. Finally, the candle of Jesus Christ on
Christmas Eve, which burns all year long. I hope you will join us for either 5 p.m. or 7 p.m. candlelight services on Christmas
Eve; both will include special music and the sacrament of Holy Communion. Children’s Choir will perform at 5, Chancel Choir
will sing at 7, and the Bell Choir will perform at both services.
I am eager to see what God has in store for us in the new year, and how our lives and ministries will be transformed in ways we
could never imagine. I am grateful for all the ways you support the ministries of our church and pray that you will continue to
do so with your prayers, presence, service, gifts, and witness in 2022.
		Merry Christmas,

		
		Pastor Ezekiel Koech
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WORDS ON WORSHIP
DECEMBER 5 | 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“Peace”
Galatians 5:13–26. Peace means to be in the midst of chaos and still be calm in your
heart. If we aren’t at peace, is this from our choices or has our peace been stolen?
Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.
The congregation comes up the center aisle to receive communion. Servers will wear
gloves to hand out bread and prepackaged juice cups. Those who wish to continue
taking communion with the wafer in the cup instead of receiving bread are welcome
to do so. After receiving the elements, you may kneel at the communion rail or return
to your seat to consume the elements. Those worshiping at home can either supply
their own bread and juice or pick up prepackaged elements at the church office or
during Dinner’s On Us drive-thru Wednesday, December 1, 5:30–6:30 p.m.

DECEMBER 12 | 3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT

"Jesus is the Source of Joy"

9:00 A.M.

Luke 2:8–14. Joy is entirely different than happiness. Joy is not dependent upon
how much money you have. It is not dependent upon how many degrees you
have, what kind of car you drive, or house you live in. Joy is not dependent upon
circumstances, but rather joy is dependent upon Jesus Christ, for Jesus Christ is
the source of real joy. Nehemiah 8:10 says “that the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Christmas Cantata

10:30 A.M.

DECEMBER 19 | 4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“The Gift of Love That Endures”
1 Corinthians 13:4–5, John 3:16. This is a sermon about the meaning of Christmas,
as Christ was love! Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.

DECEMBER 24

Christmas Eve
5:00 P.M.: Candlelight Service featuring Joy Bells & Children's Choir
7:00 P.M.: Candlelight Service featuring Joy Bells & Chancel Choir
Communion at both services.

DECEMBER 26 | 1st SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

“Have You Lost Something of Value?”
Luke 2:41–52. I wonder: today, has the church lost something of value that we
are willing to diligently seek until we have found it? We tend to lose the anointing
of God’s Spirit upon our lives and churches, but move on in life like nothing ever
happened. Pastor Ezekiel Koech preaching.
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Worship takes place at 9 and 10:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary and via livestream on
Facebook for those who are more comfortable worshiping from home. Tune in at
www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.
COVID safety protocols are in place. If you choose to attend services in person, please
read our protocols first at www.lenexaumc.org/covid/.
Missed last week? Watch previous services at https://lenexaumc.org/online-services/.

Staying home?
Participate in Sunday worship remotely in any of these ways!
#1: LIVESTREAM

#2: WATCH LATER

At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch
the worship service live at
facebook.com/lenexaumc/live.
You do not need a Facebook
account to be able to watch.
If you go to the website before
the video has started, it will not
automatically show up when
worship begins. You will need
to refresh the webpage for the
video to load.

The videos from both worship
services are posted each week on
our church website at lenexaumc.
org/online-services/. They are posted
shortly after worship ends on Sunday
morning and are available to watch
anytime during the week. Videos are
left on this page for at least 3 months,
so you can go back and watch
previous weeks if you missed them or
want to watch them again.

#3: LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet
access available or would
prefer to listen on CD, we
have audio recordings of the
9:00 and 10:30 A.M. services
available on CD. Contact
the church office at office@
lenexaumc.org and we can
mail you CDs every week.
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NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
VINTAGE TV CHRISTMAS SPECIALS—SOCIAL MEDIA SERIES
Make sure your email address is updated with the church office, because right after Thanksgiving we will start a
new social media series, "Outstanding Moments from Vintage TV Christmas Specials." You won't want to miss
a single installment!
And please share any or all of the installments with friends and neighbors, no matter where they might be. We
want everyone to share the joy of the season!

CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM
Sunday, December 5

At 9:00 and again at 10:30, Barbara Pendleton will present "Christmas in Bethlehem (PA)." Learn about the
meaningful traditions in America's Christmas City-—and, as usual with Barbara's presentations, expect to
experience some of them yourself!

ZOOM ADVENT STUDY

November 28 – December 19 | 7:00 p.m. | Zoom
What are Wesley's "means of grace"? They're the way God works invisibly in His disciples' lives to hasten,
strengthen, and confirm their faith. They're also the method we use to actively engage with God in His grace.
In the book for this year's Evening Advent Study, All the Good, we'll take a look at some of those practices and
how we can rehearse them to lead more grace-filled lives.
Andy Oren leads the study on Sunday evenings, November 28 – December 19, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Pick up a
book outside the sanctuary on Sunday mornings or in the office during the week for a suggested donation of
$10. Contact office@lenexaumc.org for the Zoom information. We hope to see you there!

DECEMBER SING-A-LONG

Sunday, December 19 | 3 p.m. | The Sanctuary/Facebook Live
Sing a song of Christmas! Join Ms. Liesel on December 19 for our second annual Christmas sing-a-long! You can
join us either in person in the sanctuary or virtually at www.facebook.com/lenexaumc/live. We’ll sing favorite
Christmas and holiday songs and jingle a bell or two! It will be a holly jolly time!

GOD AND CHURCH

February 6 – May 1 | 2 – 3:30 p.m. | Wesley Room
We will be teaching the God and Church class at LUMC on Sunday afternoons. God and Church is a program
through the Boy Scouts to help young people grow in their faith, but is open to all youth in 6th–8th grade. For more
information and to register online, visit www.lenexaumc.org/godandchurch. Registration closes on January 19.
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING:
BANANA LOCAL CHURCH, KENYA
The Finance Committee has selected Banana Africa Gospel Church in Kenya as the recipient of this year’s
Advent and Christmas Eve offering. The church was started in 2011 and has been under the leadership of Pastor
Edward Koech, the brother of Rev. Ezekiel Koech, since 2012. They began construction of a church sanctuary in
2014 and officially dedicated it in 2018. They are currently in need of several repairs to the Junior Church, plastic
chairs for seating, a kitchen and coolers, a plastic water tank, a generator, and a Church Gate. These projects
total approximately 500,000 Kenyan Schillings, which is about $4,500 US Dollars. Will you help us achieve this
goal and help our fellow Christians from across the globe?
The congregation of
Banana Africa Gospel
Church in front of the
main building. (left)

The junior church
that will serve as the
children's
Sunday
school room. (below)
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES
join us on Sunday mornings!
9:00 A.M.
Nursery Care: Kids 3 and under—Room 206
Kid's Kingdom: Kids age 4–5th grade—2nd Floor of the Education Building

10:30 A.M.
Nursery Care: Kids 3 and under—Room 206
Kids Connect: Kids age 4–5th grade—meet in the Sanctuary, pick up on 2nd Floor of the Education Building
**Note: there will be no Children's Sunday School on December 26**

FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY | Sunday, December 5 | 11:30 A.M.–1:00 P.M.

Families are invited to stay after church for a family Christmas party on Sunday, December 5 on the 2nd floor of the
Education Building. We will have pizza, cookie decorating, games, and a movie. RSVP to Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.

GROWING IN GRACE CHOIR | Wednesdays | 6:15–7 P.M.

Growing in Grace Children’s Choir practices on Wednesday evenings from 6:15-7:00 p.m. We will not have practice on
December 22 or 29 and will resume rehearsals on January 5. All kids 4 years and older are invited to join us! Please
call or email Liesel at (816) 529-9242 or Liesel.Stephens@lenexaumc.org with any questions.

FAMILY VALENTINE'S DAY PARTY | Sunday, February 13 | 11:30 A.M.

Mark your calendars for a family Valentine’s Day party on the 2nd floor of the Education Building. We will have lunch and
fun activities. RSVP to Mary Clow at Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.

YOUTH MINISTRIES

join us Sundays
in the loft!

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 AM
YOUTH GROUP: 4–6 PM

ADVENT STUDIES

The Heart That Grew Three Sizes, based on The Grinch, is our main Advent study for this year! We’ll explore the faith
themes that are present throughout this classic and interpret the Grinch, his struggles, and his redemption. Additionally,
we’ll also be pulling from another Advent study called Come Home For Christmas. This study will be focusing on the
theme of home, what creates the feeling of home, and how we can spread that feeling to others.

EPIPHANY SPAGHETTI LUNCH | Sunday, January 9 | 11:30 A.M.

The Youth will be back serving our Epiphany Spaghetti Lunch to the congregation on January 9 following the 10:30 a.m.
service. This is a free lunch that we are providing as a thank you for supporting our Youth Group throughout the year!
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YOUTH MINISTRIES (cont.)
SERVICE PROJECTS

One of our service projects this month is to help supply items for the Hillcrest Apartment that we sponsor as a
church. The items that we, as a youth group, need to supply are the following: boxes of Cheerios, pasta noodles,
toilet paper, boxes of saltines, cans of fruit or vegetables, and all-purpose cleaner. Please bring what you can to Youth
Group or Sunday School by December 19.
Our second service project this month is raising money for Camp Chippewa. When you donate to Camp Chippewa
the money will help build programming, maintain and improve camp facilities, keep the horses healthy, and bring
kids to camp to experience God. Additionally, whichever group raises the most fundraising support will receive a free
1-night retreat for their group, including lodging and a choice of 2 activities! This challenge ends on December 31. You
can give online or in-person. There will be a box set up in the Narthex.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays | 10:30 a.m.

These gatherings in the Underground are casual and enlightening. Our topics originate
from the morning’s sermon topic, the editorial pages of different newspapers, and ideas
from our young adults. One of our favorite topic sources is from the Wall Street Journal
weekend edition when they feature “Soapbox”. Here, 6 different and diverse people are
asked to share their thoughts based on one word. Young Adults 18-35-ish are always invited to join in the conversations.
Occasional older adults wandering in are OK too!

UFO: UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, December 15 | 6:30–8 p.m.

UFO happens on the third Wednesday evening every month. In December, we will be
celebrating an early Christmas dinner together. All adults 18 to 80-ish are invited to
join us for a meal, fellowship, and a fun game with the group. On December 15, join
us at 6:30 p.m. in the Underground—and please bring a dish to share if you wish!
The Freemans will bring a main dish. Cold beverages will be loaded in our fridge and
coffee will be freshly brewed!

MIXED NUTS 2022: WE'RE HEADING TO HOUSTON!

Our destination is set. Areas in and around Houston experienced a Kansas-like freeze earlier this year, but unlike
homes in Kansas, Texas home builders put water pipes in exterior walls and in attics. Many, many Texas homeowners
had their water pipes burst! Yikes! Our job will be hanging drywall…lots and lots of drywall. Our lodging will be in a
church in Cypress, Texas and we will be working for Hope Disaster Recovery, which is based in that town.
Interested young adults 18–35 should mark their planners for January 2–8. Cost per young adult is $150. Older
adults will be recruited as needed. Their participation fee is $350. Interested persons of all ages should contact
Bruce or Lisa Freeman…NOW! Participation fees will cover most of the cost of rental vehicles, gas, food, and
lodging, but not the cost of our building materials. We would like to head to Texas with $1,000 to $1,500 earmarked
for drywall supplies and materials. If you are interested in donating to this effort, please drop your donation in the
offering plate or call the church office to give online. Thank you for considering financial support for MIXED NUTS!
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SPOTLIGHT ON WORLDWIDE METHODISM
“He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty-handed. He
has come to the aid of his servant Israel, remembering his mercy.” –Luke 1:53-54, CEB
I savor the words of Isaiah, who calls us to “walk in the light of the Lord!” (Isaiah 2:5 NRSV). How do we do this? The prophet
gives us the road map for our Advent journey. First, we learn from God. Isaiah 2:3 (NRSV) calls us to “go up to the mountain
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways.” Study God’s word with intentionality. Engage
in an Advent Bible study or devotion. Set aside time to ponder what Christ’s coming means to your life personally. Consider
also what God wants you to do about it.
Second, consider how your faith is a part of God’s master plan for the world. Isaiah speaks of all nations coming to the
Lord’s holy mountain (Isaiah 2:2). God wants to reach all of humanity. God’s plan has always been for the salvation of the
world. And God’s inclusive outreach should be ours as well. We can walk in the light and see the face of Christ among those
in need when we minister among them in love. Then we discover and share the true meaning of Christmas.
Finally, practice God’s peace plan! Isaiah proclaims that God “shall judge between the nations,…they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks” (Isaiah 2:4 NRSV). Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with
each of us during this holy season!
Adapted from “Walk in the Light,” Bishop Peggy A. Johnson, Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference, Dec. 2, 2019. Used by permission.

LOVE BEYOND BORDERS
The United Methodist Church is partnering with UNICEF in a global effort to end the pandemic and support the equitable
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. “Love Beyond Borders: The Interfaith Movement to End the Pandemic” is an Advance
giving opportunity which means 100% of all donations go to support the project. You may give online at lenexaumc.org/
online-giving, by mailing a check to the church office, or in the offering plate on Sunday.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
OCTOBER 2021

General Operating Fund Contributions Received ....................................................................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received ..........................................................................................................
Income from Endowment for Budget ............................................................................................................................................

$27,315
$7,168
$1,250

Total Operating Income Received ...................................................................................................................................................

$35,733

2021 Annual Budget ............................................................................................................................................................................

$512,000

Mission Share Paid ..............................................................................................................................................................................
Mission Share Paid Year-To-Date ....................................................................................................................................................
2021 Mission Share ..............................................................................................................................................................................

$4,235
$42,347
$50,815

GIVING ALTERNATIVES
There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating budget, kitchen
project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:
•
•
•
•

Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
Mail a check to 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the memo line.
Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving for information and the link to give online.
Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa United
Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

WANT TO MAKE TITHING EASIER – AND EARN THE CHURCH FREE MONEY?
Now is the time to sign up for recurring giving—and never have to remember to tithe to the church again! For every new
recurring gift initiated by December 31, our giving partner, ShelbyNext Giving, will match the gift, up to $50, with a maximum
match of $1,000 for LUMC. So, if 20 people start recurring giving this month, the church receives $1,000 of free money! Plus,
recurring giving allows you to be faithful and consistent in your generosity, and creates an even flow of money to the church.
To sign up, go to www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving, select “click here to give online” and follow the instructions. Recurring
gifts can be used to support the Operating Budget, the Kitchen Remodel Project, or any mission you are passionate about.
To be eligible for the matching gift, more than one installment must be set up and the first recurring gift must be transacted
by December 31, 2021. Thank you for your help!

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!
Doing your Christmas shopping online again this year? There are two ways to support the church while doing so.
#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church will receive a
percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings. Donations vary by retailer, but
can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win!
Right now, iGive is giving out bonus donations! For new members who join by December 15 and make their first purchase
by January 1, iGive will give an extra $5 donation to LUMC. What a great way to do your Christmas shopping and support
LUMC at the same time! To learn more and sign up, use the link https://www.iGive.com/QZ9eKqG. To make sure every
purchase you make goes to support LUMC, download the iGive button.
#2: Amazon Smile: If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose Lenexa
United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save the link https://smile.
amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! Using your Prime account still benefits the church.
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SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS
PATHFINDERS

Pathfinders Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. in the Asbury Room. You can also join via Zoom! For Advent we are
doing Almost Christmas, inspired by John Wesley’s famous sermon, "The Almost Christian." For the Zoom link, contact
Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org. All are welcome!

FOUNDATIONS

Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays in Room 119 and on Zoom to discuss thought-provoking
questions and support each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our
life. Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS

Dashers Sunday School Class meets Sundays at 10:15 in the Asbury Room. We typically have 8 to 10 people in attendance
and discuss a variety of theologically related topics. We generally begin our discussion with that week's sermon and how it
spoke to us, then move to the lesson topic. Recent discussion topics have included bible study of specific passages using
the Powers bible study methodology. Additional examples of topics we have had/are having classes on include prayer, how
other religions relate to Christianity, and how the bible came to be. Feel free to just drop by and join on Sunday morning—or
contact Dave Glisson at daveglisskc@gmail.com for more info.

SPECTRUM

Spectrum Sunday School Class meets at 9 a.m. in Room 122. For more info, contact Wayne Dothage at wdothage@gmail.com.

LADIES BOOKCLUB

December 15 will be our holiday "party". Let’s make it a potluck or bring your own lunch and meet at noon that day. We will
discuss books and book suggestions YOU bring, so be thinking and compiling a list! As always, invite friends and neighbors
and feel free to contact Linda Stoker with questions at lstoker98@gmail.com.

CHRISTCARE

The Friends and Followers ChristCare group meets in Room 105 on the 4th Thursday of each month. The group is a caring,
confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe environment.
After catching up with joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If you'd like more
information or want to join, contact Linda Stokes at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH

Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!

MEN'S GROUP

Men's Group meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Wesley Room for discussions and presentations of
interest to Christian men of all ages. All men are invited to attend! The December Methodist Men’s meeting will feature a
presentation by Jay Charles Soper entitled “The Millionaire, a Christmas Parable for Discussion”. The meeting will be on
December 11. If you'd like notifications about meetings or have questions, contact Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay
Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, or Chuck Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net.

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY

All are welcome to participate in a weekly zoom Bible study on Thursday evenings from 7–8 p.m. led by Fiske Miles. The first
week of December we'll finish our conversation about Isaiah, then after that we'll read chapters from Matthew and Luke
about about the Nativity story. Contact Fiske at fiskem3@gmail.com for the Zoom link and more information.
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