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CONNECT WITH US!
Office email: office@lenexaumc.org
Office phone: (913) 888-5600
facebook.com/lenexaumc

worship with us in the park at 8, in
the sanctuary at 9 or 10:30, or on
livestream at 9 or 10:30 every Sunday!
facebook.com/lenexaumc/live

The deadline for the September issue of the Messenger is noon on Wednesday, August 18.
Email articles to Lauren.Lanigan@lenexaumc.org.
The Messenger is available online or at church. If you'd like a copy mailed to you, please contact the church office.
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PASTOR’S
CORNER
Fresh Start Sunday +
Friendship Sunday
is coming up soon!

We have an annual event coming up on August 29 called Fresh Start Sunday. This is an opportunity to celebrate
the achievements that we have had, and at the same time restart other ministry and outreach activities in our
church.
It happens that Fresh Start Sunday falls on Friendship Sunday, so we will be hosting friends from far and near. I
encourage all members to think of one or more friends or family members to invite to attend church with you on
that day. The best invitation, of course, would be to a person or family who does not attend church anywhere at
all. However, for this special day, I am sure the invitations will not be limited in this manner.
During this special Sunday's worship, children, youth, and adult Sunday school leaders will have an opportunity
to share about their groups. Since we have several small groups in our church, the sharing will start on Sunday
the 22nd. We encourage you to get involved in our amazing small groups at LUMC!
On Sunday the 29th, we will recognize people who have been members of Lenexa UMC for 50+ years. The Men’s
Quartet will be singing at the 9:00 and 10:30 services, and a visiting musician, Mr. Galen Schmidtbberger, will
also be singing. Galen will sing at all three services, including Worship in the Park at 8 a.m. Following the 10:30
service, we will have a potluck luncheon. Please bring food to share!
Don’t forgot to sign up for the annual Hoop Shoot that will also take place on Fresh Start Sunday in the west
parking lot. The proceeds from the Hoop Shoot will support our Hillcrest Transitional Housing apartment.
I look forward to seeing you at church on Sunday, August 29, and I encourage you to do your best to invite a
friend or family member!
		

Blessings in Christ,

		

		

Pastor Ezekiel Koech
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WORDS ON WORSHIP
AUGUST 1 | 10th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Is It Inclusion or Exclusion?”
Galatians 6:1–2; 12–18. God’s arms are huge, and they embrace people of all races. Jesus spread his arms to die on the
cross, and now those same loving, self-sacrificing arms are spread to embrace all the children of our world; therefore,
all believers in Jesus Christ are welcome at his Holy Communion table. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.
HOLY COMMUNION: Communion will be served by the congregation coming up the center aisle. Communion servers
will wear gloves to hand out bread and prepackaged juice cups. Those who wish to continue taking communion with
the wafer in the cup instead of receiving bread are welcome to do so. After receiving the elements, you may kneel
at the communion rail or return to your seat to consume the elements. At the park, you come to the front to receive
communion in the same way and then return to your chair. Those worshiping at home can supply their own bread
and juice..

AUGUST 8 | 11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Building Spiritual Strength”
John 11:21–22. Martha already believed Jesus was the Messiah, but she was about to dig even deeper and achieve a
new level of faith. When Jesus told her to remove the stone covering Lazarus’ grave, she admitted her doubts, saying
in verse 39, “Lord, by this time there will be a stench, for he has been dead four days.” Yet even in her doubts, she
tapped into her faith and had the stone removed. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

AUGUST 15 | 12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Building a Deeper & More Significant Spiritual Relationship”
John 3:1–21. This is the story of a man looking for a deeper, more significant spiritual relationship. God wants us to
develop spiritual relationships—friendships with people who He wants to bring into Heaven. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

AUGUST 22 | 13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Diverse Community of Faith”
Galatians 3:26–29. Have you ever believed something, only to find out that it wasn’t true? That’s what happened to
the Apostle Peter. From birth, good Jewish boys and girls were taught that the Gentiles (all non-Jewish people) were
unclean. But one day, Peter went up to the roof to pray, and God came to him in a vision and told him that it was not
true. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

AUGUST 29 | FRESH START SUNDAY / FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY

“The Importance of Having Friends”
Ecclesiastes 4:9–12. A real friend helps You when you’re down. (v.10) “For if they fall, one will lift up his companion.
But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he has no one to help him up.” You may have a lot of people in your life
you call acquaintances, but you may only have a very few that you could term “real friends.” Pastor Ezekiel preaching.
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We continue to enjoy Worship in the Park at 8 a.m. each Sunday near the gazebo at Sar-Ko-Par Trails
Park (87th & Lackman). This great outdoor worship service, led by the Park Players, will continue through
September 26 this year. Bring your lawn chair or blanket and join us. In case of inclement weather, the
service moves to the Underground (basement of the Education Building).
Worship takes place at 9 and 10:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary and via livestream on Facebook for those
who are more comfortable worshiping from home. Tune in at www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.
COVID safety protocols are in place. If you choose to attend services in person, please read our protocols
first at www.lenexaumc.org/covid/.
Missed last week? Watch previous services at https://lenexaumc.org/online-services/.

Staying home?
Participate in Sunday worship remotely in any of these ways!
#1: LIVESTREAM

#2: WATCH LATER

At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch
the worship service live at
facebook.com/lenexaumc/live.
You do not need a Facebook
account to be able to watch.
If you go to the website before
the video has started, it will not
automatically show up when
worship begins. You will need
to refresh the webpage for the
video to load.

The videos from both worship
services are posted each week on
our church website at lenexaumc.
org/online-services/. They are posted
shortly after worship ends on Sunday
morning and are available to watch
anytime during the week. Videos are
left on this page for at least 3 months,
so you can go back and watch
previous weeks if you missed them or
want to watch them again.

#3: LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet
access available or would
prefer to listen on CD, we
have audio recordings of the
9:00 and 10:30 A.M. services
available on CD. Contact
the church office at office@
lenexaumc.org and we can
mail you CDs every week.
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NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
DONATIONS FOR RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE

The youth will be putting together newborn care kits for families staying at the Ronald McDonald Houses at Children’s
Mercy Hospital. Please help us shower these families with love! All donations can be brought to the church office by
August 8. Donation suggestions (new items only): baby toiletries, rattles & teethers, burp cloths/bibs, binkies & pacifiers,
diaper rash cream, and preemie/newborn clothing.

SIGN UP FOR THE ANNUAL HOOP SHOOT!
Sunday, August 29

The Hillcrest Transitional Housing Team is excited to sponsor the Hoop Shoot again this Fresh Start Sunday! Your age or
basketball skills are not important. We always have fun! Sign up to shoot baskets August 1–August 8 in the church foyer or
at Worship in the Park. To sponsor a shooter, sign up August 15–22. The Hoop Shoot takes place on August 29 before the
9:00 service, between services, or after the 10:30 service. All proceeds will go to the Lenexa UMC Hillcrest apartment fund.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW DRUMMER!
By now, most of you have heard the great news that Brian Fairchild is our new drummer for the
Tree of Life Praise Band. We're so excited to have Brian as one of us. If you haven’t already, stop
by to shake his hand and thank him for playing after the 9 a.m. service! We can’t wait to see how
the Lord will use him in the music ministry of Lenexa UMC.
Thanks to Brian and the entire Tree of Life Praise Band—your faithfulness and commitment to
music ministry in the 9 a.m. worship service helps to keep our service first-class!

HEAVENLY HALF HOUR IS COMING BACK!
We know you have missed our fellowship time. We are pleased to announce the return of Heavenly Half Hour beginning
September 5. Food is provided by Sunday school classes. If you are not in a group, and would like to help provide snacks on
occasion, contact the church office at office@lenexaumc.org.

GROWING IN GRACE CHILDREN'S CHOIR IS STARTING BACK UP!
Growing in Grace Children’s Choir is resuming this fall. We are so excited to start singing and making music together again!
Kids 4 years old through 8th grade are invited to join us. Wednesday evening rehearsals will begin September 8 and go
from 6:15–7:00pm. Can’t make Wednesday night? No worries---we will also have a brief practice during 10:30 a.m. Sunday
School for those who would still like to sing. We sing once a month during the 10:30 a.m. service. Please call or email Liesel
Stephens at (816) 529-9242 or Liesel.Stephens@lenexaumc.org with any questions.

FISHING DERBY
Save the date—the annual Merle Sparlin Fishing Derby is coming up on September 11! We hope you can join us for this day
of fun for the kids of LUMC and children around the community.

TREASURER'S REPORT
See the latest financial news about your church. Pick up a copy on the information table at the top of the stairs by the office,
or email Linda Stokes at Linda.Stokes@lenexaumc.org and she will send one to you.
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KITCHEN UPDATE
The kitchen demolition has been completed! No
more tired-looking cabinets, peeling countertops or
mismatched appliances. Even the old bathroom is gone!
A plastic “wall” was constructed between the old kitchen
and Schneeberger Hall to keep the dust down and to
keep us safe. The framing for the new kitchen has been
constructed, and structural support beams have been put
in place. Electrical and plumbing work is underway. A fence
has been erected in the west parking lot near the main
entrance. The fence is close to the building, but eliminates
a few parking stalls and has closed off one (not both) of
the north parking lot entrances. The west door remains
open, and a temporary ramp has been put in place for
accessibility. The enclosed area will be used by Shackbuilt
for construction deliveries and to install the 1500-gallon
grease interceptor (by code). The fence will be in place for
approximately one month. All is going according to plan!

Post-demolition, the beginning of new construction in the
kitchen and Schneeberger Hall.
Last but not least, a memo from Linda Stokes:
“In the attic above the kitchen, [the workers] found two
stained glass windows which we finally identified as the two
central pieces with the lily that would have been removed in
1969 when the narthex was built. One of them is in horrible
shape and missing most of the glass and the lead is bent,
etc. The other one is actually in pretty good shape and
only missing a couple of pieces of glass. We might want to
consider restoring and hanging it someplace.”

The stained-glass windows from the old sanctuary found
in the attic by Shackbuilt workers.

Currently, the windows are in safe storage. Please pardon
the dust and minor disruptions these next few months as
we strive to improve the look and function of our church
kitchen. – Wendy Clay from the Kitchen Committee

COVID-19 POLICY UPDATE
In response to the increase in the infection rate of COVID-19 caused by the delta variant, and in
keeping with the recommendation of the CDC and Bishop Saenz of the Great Plains Conference,
Lenexa UMC is strongly encouraging all individuals, including those fully vaccinated, to wear
masks indoors beginning this Sunday, August 1. This applies to worship and small group settings.
In addition, we encourage anyone who is not vaccinated and is able to get the vaccine to
prayerfully consider getting vaccinated. See the latest guidance from the CDC at https://tinyurl.
com/ywymym7z. You can also read the letter from the Bishop at tinyurl.com/4734k4t8.

THANK YOU
Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, and well wishes during my recent surgery. It’s been over a month now and I’m doing
well. A church family is such a blessing! – Pat Coole
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Readiness 360

SURVEY
RESULTS

Dear Lenexa UMC members,
The Readiness 360 Survey was completed by a total of 74 LUMC members and staff. The results came out and
were shared with the Readiness 360 committee in May, and the committee met in June and July with our coach
to identify areas for growth. As you will see in the survey summary of the results, the participant responses show
identified areas of focus.
We took the report to the Church Council, and we were approved to create a task force. The task force will work
with the congregation to create ways for LUMC to grow as a community of faith. My goal is to have a full church
plan before the end of the year. Please see the following summary of the results of the Readiness 360 survey.
– Pastor Ezekiel

The Results:
The Readiness 360 Report is an assessment of LUMC’s spiritual and practical readiness for faithful and effective ministry
in the 21st century based on the congregational survey. Readiness 360 assesses four critical capacities for multiplying
thriving ministries. The more multiplication energy your church has, the more ready you will be to start something new.
Lenexa UMC is strongest in terms of Spiritual Intensity and is most challenged in terms of Missional Alignment.

SPIRITUAL INTENSITY — 76%

There is some fire in people's hearts at Lenexa UMC, but it isn't burning as brightly as it should. Lenexa UMC has some
work to do in strengthening the personal connection between your people and God and God's mission for you in the world.
It would be wise to spend some time reconnecting with God through renewing spiritual practices both personally and as
a church body.

DYNAMIC RELATIONSHIPS — 73%

In some respects, your church has seen some amazing relationships and friendships across the years. However, the DNA
of these relationships is not currently indicative of the church as a whole. You have some work to do in terms of cultivating
trust within the church and relating effectively to folks who are different from the majority of the members.

MISSIONAL ALIGNMENT — 72%

Many folks at your church have a good sense of where God is calling you to go, but others are not aligned with this point of
view. There is seldom enough personnel or financial resources to run in many directions at once. Now is a time for serious
conversation about Lenexa UMC's priorities.

CULTURAL OPENNESS — 73%

On one hand, many in the church want to reach diverse people, but many in the church still have great apprehension about
what this might mean in terms of changing the face of Lenexa UMC. There may be some limitations in terms of how far the
church is able to reach toward different kinds of people in the next few years. Open communication will be critical.
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KIDS & FAMILY MINISTRIES
NURSERY CARE is available in room 206 for kids 3 & under during both the 9 and 10:30 worship services.
KIDS CONNECT SUNDAY SCHOOL for kids 4 years old–5th grade meets during the 10:30 a.m. worship

service. We start in the Sanctuary, then after the Children’s Moment we walk to the Education Building for Sunday school.
Parents/guardians pick kids up from the 2nd floor of the Education Building after worship. Children are always welcome in
worship, and there are activity packets and crayons available in the Narthex.

SUMMER OF KINDNESS

This summer in Sunday School, we have been participating in the Summer of Kindness. Every week, we’ve thought about
different aspects of kindness by diving into a Bible story. Each kid received a bingo board with random acts of kindness to
complete. They can bring their completed bingo board back to Sunday School by the end of August to receive a prize! If you
need a new copy of the bingo board or did not receive one, contact Mary Clow at Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.

LUMYOUTH
In Sunday School this month, we’ll be starting a series called Social Media & Our Identity! Join us in the Loft at 10:30 a.m.! For
Youth Group, we’ll be focusing on doing a service project almost every week. Come help us serve and thank our community
from 4–6 p.m. on Sunday nights! As a group, we’ll be assisting with the Hoop Shoot this year on August 29. We’ll be recording
the shots for each person shooting. We’ll also need some Youth to make a few announcements in worship starting on August
15 to spread the word! We’re always in need of adult volunteers to help with Sunday School and Youth Group. Please let Teila
know at Teila.Creekmore@lenexaumc.org if you’re interested! We would love for you to join us!

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES & TIMES
SUNDAY, AUGUST 1

4–6 P.M.

Condiment Creations & Messy Games!
Wear clothes you don’t mind getting messy & bring a towel!
There will be mustard, ketchup, & whipped cream involved…

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8

4–6 P.M.

Ronald McDonald House Volunteer Activity & GROG!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15

4–6 P.M.

Youth are planning this day!

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20

7:45 P.M.

Watching the Movie Up In the Park!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22

4–6 P.M.

Blessing Of the Backpacks & Volunteer Activity!
Bring your laptops, backpacks, or water bottles to be blessed.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29

5:15–6:45 P.M.
9 A.M.;
4–6 P.M.

Serving At Dinner's On Us
Helping with Hoop Shoot and Visiting the Fire Station!
We'll help with the Hoop Shoot in the morning and go to the fire station
in the afternoon to chalk their sidewalks and get a tour!
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YOUNG ADULTS
YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays | 10:30 a.m.

Meet us in the Underground on Sunday mornings for snacks, coffee and other tasty
drinks, and great conversations. We frequently talk about current events and articles
supplied by a member of the group, so bring your own topic anytime!

UFO: UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, August 18 | 6:30–8 p.m.

Every week at UFO, adults 18 years and older gather for a casual conversation and a crazy-but-fun game of some sort. Mark
the third Wednesday of each month on your calendar! There will be food…there will be fun…there WILL be friends.

YA CHALLENGE: RECAP
LUMC Young Adults made our 6th trip to the
Buena Vista valley of Colorado this summer.
We spent the week of July 11–17 working with
Chaffee County Habitat for Humanity. On day
one, we went hiking with the goal of reaching
12,500 feet. Five of us made it 12,500 feet and one
made it 12,280 feet. On day two, we helped with
rehabbing and expanding the Habitat offices
and ReStore. Our jobs included assembling
tables and cubicles, as well as rebuilding,
patching, and leveling the floors. In the evening,
we revisited Jessie, the owner of one of the
houses we worked on last year, for a reunion
barbecue. We enjoyed catching up with each
other while stuffing ourselves with burgers. We
continued our work on day three, then capped
it off with the Raft Guide Dinner. We popped
out of our “beds” at 3:30 a.m. on day four to hit
the trail head by 5. Seven of us enjoyed climbing
Mt. Columbia. Five summited, and the other
two reached 12,300 feet and just over 13,000
feet respectively. Meanwhile, a couple of us
stayed back at Habitat for Humanity to work on
building shelves. On day five, we worked a half
day, then enjoyed a float trip down the Arkansas
River. For our final day in Salida, CO, we enjoyed
pizza by the river for our late lunch and had fun
taking in the town. It was a great week! Young
adults, mark your calendar for next year. We
have already booked the church for lodging, so
plan ahead and join us!
Questions about Young Adult Ministries? Contact Young Adult Facilitators Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net or
Bruce Freeman at brfvet@aol.com.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
2ND QUARTER 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT
Thank you for your continued support of Lenexa UMC. Through your faithfulness, we support the many missions and
ministries of Lenexa UMC. Total income received for the operating budget in the 2nd quarter was $109,260. This includes
$9,305 from the Employee Retention Credit and $3,750 from Endowment Funds. We are slightly over budget for the year
because of several people prepaying their pledge at the beginning of the year. While contributions are down compared
to last year at this time, total operating income is on pace with last year. All bills are paid current, including 100% of our
Mission Share to date. During the 2nd Quarter, we also received $2,980 for special offerings and other mission projects, as
well as $33,705 for the kitchen remodel project.

JUNE 2021

General Operating Fund Contributions Received ....................................................................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received ..........................................................................................................
Employee Retention Credit Received ...........................................................................................................................................
Income from Endowment for Budget ............................................................................................................................................

$22,913
$4,285
$3,345
$1,250

Total Operating Income Received ..................................................................................................................................................

$31,793

2021 Annual Budget ............................................................................................................................................................................

$512,000

Mission Share Paid ..............................................................................................................................................................................
Mission Share Paid Year-To-Date ....................................................................................................................................................
2021 Mission Share ..............................................................................................................................................................................

$8,469
$25,408
$50,815

GIVING ALTERNATIVES
There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating budget, kitchen
project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:
•
•
•
•

Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
Mail a check to LUMC at 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the memo line.
Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving for information and the link to give online.
Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa United
Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!
Do you shop online? There are two ways to support the church while doing so.
#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church will receive
a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings. Donations vary by retailer,
but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win!
1. Sign up at www.iGive.com/LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch. Your registration automatically supports LUMC.
2. Download the iGive button. This is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a donation when
shopping at a participating merchant.
3. Shop!
#2: Amazon Smile: If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose Lenexa
United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save the link https://smile.
amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! You can use your Amazon Prime account and still
benefit the church.
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SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS
PATHFINDERS

Pathfinders Sunday School Class meets at 9:15 a.m. in Room 119 (location temporarily changed due to the kitchen remodel
project) and on Zoom. We discuss a wide variety of topics, including biblical studies and current events. Currently, we're
reading Learning To Study the Bible by L.J. Zimmerman. For the Zoom link, contact Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org.
All are welcome!

FOUNDATIONS

Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays in Room 105 and on Zoom to discuss thought-provoking
questions and support each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our
life. Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS

Dashers Sunday School Class meets every Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in the Wesley Room and on Zoom. We typically have 8 to 10
people in person and via Zoom combined. Lately, we have focused on Bible study using the methodology outlined by Bill
and Marjorie Power. Each passage is read from multiple translations and discussed in terms of what the passage tastes,
smells and feels like, as well as what it tells us about God, the human condition and our relationship with God and each
other. Finally, the question is posed as to what we will do differently, having better understood the passage. To join, contact
Dave Glisson at daveglisskc@gmail.com.

SPECTRUM

Spectrum Sunday School Class meets at 9 a.m. in Room 122. For more info, contact Wayne Dothage at wdothage@gmail.com.

LADIES BOOKCLUB

Ladies Bookclub meets at noon on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, either at the church or a member's home. Most
books are available at the public library. Our August book is News of the World by Paulette Jiles. Contact Linda Stoker at
lstoker98@gmail.com for more info. Visitors are always welcome!

CHRISTCARE

The Friends and Followers ChristCare group meets in Room 105 on the 4th Thursday of each month. The group is a caring,
confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe environment.
After catching up with joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If you'd like more
information or want to join, contact Linda Stokes at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH

Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!

MEN'S GROUP

Men's Group meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Wesley Room for discussions and presentations
of interest to Christian men of all ages. All men are invited to attend! If you'd like notifications about meetings, or have
any questions, contact Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, Chuck Sheppard at shepcr@
sbcglobal.net, or the office at office@lenexaumc.org.
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