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PASTOR’S
CORNER
Then what, after the resurrection of Jesus? From Acts 5:17-26: "Then the high priest took
action; he and all who were with him (that is, the sect of the Sadducees), being filled with
jealousy, arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. But during the night an angel
of the Lord opened the prison doors, brought them out, and said, “Go, stand in the temple and
tell the people the whole message about this life.” When they heard this, they entered the
temple at daybreak and went on with their teaching.
When the high priest and those with him arrived, they called together the council and the whole body of the elders
of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. But when the temple police went there, they did not find them
in the prison; so they returned and reported, “We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the
doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside.” Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests
heard these words, they were perplexed about them, wondering what might be going on. Then someone arrived and
announced, “Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!” Then the
captain went with the temple police and brought them, but without violence, for they were afraid of being stoned by
the people."
This story runs parallel with the story of Paul and Silas, also under arrest for preaching resurrected Jesus. But this
time, an earthquake opened the doors and released the prisoners from their shackles, yet no one left their cells.
(Acts 16:25-31). When the guard went in to check, preparing to take his own life for letting the prisoners escape, all
were present and accounted for. That jailer and his entire family believed and were baptized.
In Acts 5:17-26 and 16:25-31, the apostles were imprisoned. In both cases, God freed them. In both cases, God arranged
a way for the apostles to spread the Good News, but in different ways. Every Christian can relate to these stories,
because every Christian has been released from some personal imprisonment. For some, it is a dramatic release
from addiction or illness. For others, it is the release from despair or depression. For every Christian, there is a release
from the slavery to sin and death. However, the new freedom presents itself, and it will be followed by an opportunity
to proclaim the good news of salvation.
We will not all be given the exact same circumstances to lead others to Christ. But whether in a house of worship or
in a prison, in a Bible study or at a coffee shop, at work or at play, at the Lion’s Club or the golf course, God will give
every Christian the opportunity to bring others the knowledge of the love of God. The power of the Holy Spirit works
through believers in different ways at times chosen by God. Sometimes the Holy Spirit works quietly like the whisper
of a still small voice. Sometimes the Holy Spirit has the deafening power of an earthquake. Either way, God is at work
in the lives of Christians and through them in the world. Watch for your opportunity to share the Gospel of love in
your faith journey.

		Shalom!
		

		

Pastor Ezekiel Koech
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
FEBRUARY 2021
General Operating Fund Contributions Received .................................................................................................
Building Use, Fundraising and Other Income Received .......................................................................................
Employee Retention Credit Received ........................................................................................................................
Income from Endowment for Budget .........................................................................................................................

$63,650
$13
$2,849
$2,920

Total Operating Income Received ...............................................................................................................................

$69,432

2021 Annual Budget ......................................................................................................................................................... $512,000
Mission Share Paid ...........................................................................................................................................................
Mission Share Paid Year-To-Date .................................................................................................................................
2021 Mission Share ...........................................................................................................................................................

$4,235
$8,470
$50,815

GIVING ALTERNATIVES
There are several options for giving your tithes and offerings to the church. You may support the operating
budget, kitchen project, special offerings, and any of the many causes we give to in any of these ways:
• Place your gift in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
• Mail a check to LUMC at 9138 Caenen Lake Road, Lenexa, KS 66215. Designate the desired fund(s) in the
memo line.
• Give online. Go to www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving for information and the link to give online.
• Give via mobile app. Download the ShelbyNext Giving App on your smart phone and search for "Lenexa
United Methodist Church." Follow the instructions to make a one-time or recurring gift.
• Give via text. Text the amount you would like to give to (913) 444–5960.
• Use your bank’s Online Bill Pay to have your bank mail a check to the church.

GIVE JUST BY SHOPPING ONLINE!
Do you shop online? There are two ways to support the church while doing so.
#1: UMCMarket (powered by iGive): Donate while you shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers. The church
will receive a percentage of the amount you spend, plus you'll receive exclusive offers and instant savings.
Donations vary by retailer, but can be as high as 4 or 5% of your purchase. It's easy and a win-win!
1. Sign up at www.iGive.com/LenexaUnitedMethodistChurch. Your registration automatically supports LUMC.
2. Download the iGive button. This is optional, but it guarantees you'll never miss a chance to make a
donation when shopping at a participating merchant.
3. Shop!

#2: Amazon Smile: If you're purchasing from Amazon, start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose
Lenexa United Methodist Church as your favorite charity and LUMC will earn 0.5% on your purchases. Save
the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0845671 and all your purchases will support LUMC! You can use your
Amazon Prime account and still benefit the church.
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EASTER OFFERING
The Finance Committee has designated this year’s Easter offering to support Hillcrest Transitional Housing.
Hillcrest provides working adults who have lost their homes with three months of housing. By participating
in the program, residents are able to become self-supporting and self-reliant. Lenexa UMC sponsors one
apartment, which costs approximately $7,000 per year.

KIDS & FAMILY MINISTRIES
CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL (2 ways to participate!)
#1: In-Person Sunday School is back!

Children’s Sunday School and Nursery care are back during the 10:30 a.m. worship service only. The nursery is open
for kids 3 and under and Sunday School is for kids 4 years old–5th grade. For Sunday School, we will start in the
Sanctuary and then walk to the Education Building after the children’s moment. Parents, please pick up kids in
the Education Building after worship. Visit lenexaumc.org/children to review our safety protocols. If you have any
questions, please contact Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.org.

#2: Sunday School At-Home Kits

Kits are still available for those who are not comfortable coming to church yet. Sign up on our website at
lenexaumc.org/children to receive kits with a lesson plan and supplies for a Sunday School lesson each week
that you can do as a family.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 21–25 | 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

VBS: Knights of North Castle will be June 21–25. Currently, registration is full and we have a
waitlist. If you would like to be added to the waitlist, please contact Mary.Clow@lenexaumc.
org. More volunteers for VBS are needed and will allow us to serve more children this summer.
Please contact Mary Clow if you are interested in volunteering. Even if you can’t volunteer all
5 days, we can still use your help!

FAMILY EVENTS

The Children’s Ministry Committee has put together several fun family events for this spring and summer. Stay
tuned for more details on these events. We hope to see you there!
SUNDAY, MAY 2 | 12:00 P.M. | All-Church Picnic at the Sunflower Shelter at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park
LATE MAY (date TBD) | Visit Deanna Rose Farmstead
SATURDAY, JUNE 19 | All-Church Day at Rockbottom Lake
JULY (date TBD) | See Cinderella at Theater In the Park
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER (date TBD) | Baseball Game
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LUMYOUTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL | 10:30 a.m. | The Loft
Join us every Sunday as we reflect on our week together, spend time de-stressing, and dive deeper into our relationship with
God. If you would feel more comfortable joining us via Zoom, contact Teila at Teila.Creekmore@lenexaumc.org for the link.

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES & TIMES
SUNDAY, APRIL 4

7 A.M.

4 – 6 P.M.

Easter Son-Rise Service
At the Lions Shelter at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park.
We'll head to Panera right after the service for breakfast!
Youth Group—Glow-In-the-Dark Egg Hunt

SUNDAY, APRIL 11

—

SUNDAY, APRIL 18

4 – 6 P.M.

FRIDAY, APRIL 23

6 – 9:30 P.M.

Spring Retreat

SATURDAY, APRIL 24

9 A.M. – 6 P.M.

Spring Retreat

SUNDAY, APRIL 25

10 A.M. –1 P.M.
4 – 6 P.M.

Spring Retreat
Youth Group: something fun (hopefully off campus!)

WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 28

5:15–6 P.M.

No Youth Group!
Life-Size Hungry Hungry Hippos / GROG

Volunteering at Dinner's On Us
We need at least 5 people to help serve! Let Teila know if
you can!

LUMY SPRING RETREAT | Friday, April 23 – Sunday, April 25
The LUMY 2021 Spring Retreat is right around the corner, but it’s not too late to sign up! You can sign up with the links on
the LUMYouth Facebook page or contact Teila at Teila.Creekmore@lenexaumc.org. It will be local, and there will be no
overnight part this year. The dates and times are: April 23, 6–9:30 p.m.; April 24, 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; and April 25, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
We hope to see you there!

YOUTH FUNDRAISER | Sunday, May 2
It’s almost time for our annual youth fundraiser! This year it will look quite different, as it will mainly take place online as a
silent auction. There will more information to come, but the kick-off date will be May 2!

GRADUATION SUNDAY | Sunday, May 23
Graduation Sunday will be on May 23rd this year! Like in previous years, we will honor the graduates in the 9 a.m. service
and then continue the celebration at 10:30 a.m. with some treats and a special presentation. Invite your family members!
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NEWS, EVENTS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOLY WEEK & EASTER COMMUNION
Holy Communion will be served at Maundy Thursday and all three Easter services. Those worshiping at home
can either supply their own bread and juice or pick up prepackaged communion elements at the church.
Elements can be picked up at the church office or during the Dinner’s On Us drive-thru Wednesday, March 31,
5:30–6:30 p.m.

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC

Sunday, May 2 | 12 p.m. | Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park
Join us for an all-church picnic on Sunday, May 2 at the Sunflower Shelter at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park. Turn in at the
skate park and drive up the hill past the pool; the shelter is next to the playground on the right. Bring your own
lunch and join us after church for some fun and fellowship. There are several picnic tables in the shelter, but you
are welcome to bring your own chair too. We will have a few lawn games and sporting equipment. Feel free to
bring other games or activities. Invite a friend!

EASTER HYMN SING-A-LONG

Sunday, April 11 | 7 p.m. | Facebook Live
Celebrate Christ's resurrection and the coming of spring with songs of praise! Liesel and Mary will be hosting a
Facebook Live Easter sing-a-long ff on Sunday, April 11. Let us know what your favorite Easter-themed songs are
on the Facebook event page—www.facebook.com/events/437823500858999. We look forward to singing with
you!

READINESS 360
If you have not completed the Readiness 360 survey yet, please do so by April 12. It is important that we hear
feedback from every member of LUMC as we go through this planning process to identify the needs and desires
of our congregation. Each person in your family, including youth, is invited to fill out the survey which takes
about 15 minutes to complete. Go to https://app.readiness360.org/survey/login and type in our congregation’s
survey code: 1274252739. The survey closes on April 12, so please complete it ASAP. If you need help accessing
the survey, or don’t have computer access, contact the church office for assistance at (913) 888–5600.

THE UPPER ROOM
March–April Upper Rooms are here. You may pick one up at the church, or if you would like one mailed to you,
contact the church office at (913) 888–5600 or office@lenexaumc.org.

ALTAR FLOWERS
If you'd like to provide flowers for the altar on a Sunday this year, sign up on the bulletin board across from the
office, call the church office, or send an email to office@lenexaumc.org.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
The Johnson County Food Pantry is welcoming all donations. Please bring your donations to the gray bins
outside of the church office.
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WORDS ON WORSHIP
APRIL 1 | MAUNDY THURSDAY | 7 P.M.

“The Hour Has Come”
Exodus 12:1–4, 11–13; John 12:20–26; John 13:1–17. Pastor Ezekiel preaching.

APRIL 4 | EASTER SUNDAY

“Why Is Jesus' Resurrection Important?”
Luke 24: 1–12. Important questions we might be asking today: Why are there different
aspects of the Easter stories? Why did He come as a suffering servant? Why did some
people not recognize Him and yet the prophets and the scriptures had prophesied about
His coming? Why did He resurrect? What is accomplished by the resurrection?
7 A.M.
9 A.M.
10:30 A.M.

Son-Rise Service (led by the youth)
The Lions Shelter at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park
Comtemporary Easter Service
The Sanctuary
Traditional Easter Service
The Sanctuary

APRIL 11 | ENDOWMENT SUNDAY

“What Is Your Legacy?”
2 Corinthians 9:6–15. Linda Stokes will share a history of LUMC Endowment funds, the
people behind them, and how they have been used to support the mission and ministries
of LUMC. We will also explore ways that you can leave a legacy and have a lasting impact
long after you are gone.

APRIL 18 | 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER

“Grace Is All You Need”
1 Peter 4:10–11; Romans 3:21–28. God wants us to do good works because we have
accepted his grace and want to do his work in the world, not as a way of earning our way
into his kingdom. Christ died for our sins and grants us his grace; all we have to do to
receive it is accept it. Dave Glisson preaching.

APRIL 25 | 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER

“Beyond the Comfort Zone–A New Look At Psalm 23”

Psalm 23 is the most memorized chapter of the Bible. We find the words so comforting,
like a soothing balm to our wounded souls. But let’s pull back the covers, take a deeper
look at this beloved Psalm, and get past our “comfort zone”. Tammy Shepherd preaching.
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Masks are required and COVID safety protocols are in place for worship in the sanctuary.
If you choose to attend services in person, please read these safety protocols first at
https://lenexaumc.org/covid/.
Worship takes place at 9 and 10:30 a.m. both in the sanctuary and via livestream on
Facebook for those who are more comfortable worshiping from home.
Tune in at www.facebook.com/LenexaUMC/live.
Missed last week? Watch previous services at https://lenexaumc.org/online-services/.

Staying home?
Participate in Sunday worship remotely in any of these ways!
#1: LIVESTREAM

#2: WATCH LATER

At 9:00 or 10:30, you can watch
the worship service live at
facebook.com/lenexaumc/live.
You do not need a Facebook
account to be able to watch.
If you go to the website before
the video has started, it will not
automatically show up when
worship begins. You will need
to refresh the webpage for the
video to load.

The videos from both worship
services are posted each week on
our church website at lenexaumc.
org/online-services/. They are posted
shortly after worship ends on Sunday
morning and are available to watch
anytime during the week. Videos are
left on this page for at least 3 months,
so you can go back and watch
previous weeks if you missed them or
want to watch them again.

#3: LISTEN TO A
CD RECORDING
If you don’t have internet
access available or would
prefer to listen on CD, we
have audio recordings of the
9:00 and 10:30 A.M. services
available on CD. Contact
the church office at office@
lenexaumc.org and we can
mail you CDs every week.
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SMALL GROUPS FOR ADULTS
PATHFINDERS

Pathfinders Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom. They study a wide variety of topics including biblical studies
and current events. For the Zoom link, contact Keith Stokes at keith@mightymac.org. All are welcome!

FOUNDATIONS

Foundations Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays to discuss thought-provoking questions and support
each other on our faith journey. The class is named for the foundation that Christ provides in our life. Contact Tammy
Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

DASHERS

Dashers meets every Sunday at 10:30 in the Wesley Room and on Zoom. We typically have 8 to 10 people in person and
via Zoom combined. Lately, we have focused on Bible study using the methodology outlined by Bill and Marjorie Power.
Each passage is read from multiple translations and discussed in terms of what the passage tastes, smells and feels like,
as well as what it tells us about God, the human condition and our relationship with God and each other. Finally, the
question is posed as to what we will do differently, having better understood the passage. To join, contact Dave Glisson at
daveglisskc@gmail.com.

LADIES BOOKCLUB

The LUMC Ladies Bookclub will meet on Zoom their April 21 meeting at noon. We will discuss Man's Search for Meaning
by Victor E. Frankle. We hope to meet in person for our May 19 meeting, when we will discuss The Book of Lost Friends by
Lisa Wingate. Our June book will be The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd. Contact Linda Stoker at lstoker98@gmail.
com for more info. All are welcome!

CHRISTCARE

The Friends and Followers ChristCare group currently meets on the 4th Thursday of each month via Zoom. The group is
a caring, confidential circle of friends with Christ at the center where the ups and downs of life can be shared in a safe
environment. After catching up with joys, concerns, and activities of the past month, we share a brief devotion together. If
you'd like more information or want to join, contact Linda Stoker at lindalipp@gmail.com.

DINNER'S ON US OUTREACH

Lisa Freeman coordinates the group of members who serve at and bake cookies for our Wednesday evening drive-thru free
dinner. Contact Lisa Freeman at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net if you'd like to volunteer!

MOVIE GROUP

Movie Group usually meets on the first Friday of the month at 7 p.m. When we can gather in person at someone's home, we
have pizza, watch a movie, and engage in great fellowship and discussion. Currently, we are gathering via Zoom for fellowship.
Contact Tammy Shepherd at shepherd.tammy@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.

MEN'S GROUP

Men's Group meets on the second Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. The group provides an opportunity for discussions and
presentations of interest to Christian men of all ages. Anyone who would like notifications about meetings should contact
Erik Troy at troysinks@hotmail.com, Jay Soper at jcs@jcsoper.com, Chuck Sheppard at shepcr@sbcglobal.net, or the office.
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YOUNG ADULTS

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE UNDERGROUND
The Underground Coffee Corner will be installed in April. The countertop has arrived, and the sink has been
purchased. Cabinets are set to be delivered in the first part of the month. With lots of help from our skilled
property management committee members, the project should be completed soon after that.

YAC: YOUNG ADULT CONVERSATIONS
Sundays | 10:30 a.m.

Our Sunday YAC gatherings continue to be outstanding. The college students join us when they happen to be in
town, and our conversations are all over the map—and always enlightening. Young adults (18+ years) are invited
to join us in the Underground. Hot & cold beverages are always available, and sometimes snacks, too. Please
wear a mask!

APRIL UFO – UNDERGROUND FELLOWSHIP ODYSSEY
Wednesday, April 21 | 6:30–8 p.m.

Our Underground has become the perfect place to gather with friends to enjoy fellowship together. Young adults
and adults 18 & over are invited for our April UFO on April 21 from 6:30 to about 8 p.m. Our plan is to grill burgers
and feast on home-made macaroni & cheese and more of our stockpile of Ghirardelli chocolates. We may also
have a re-match of “double-deck-oh-heck”…who knows.

YOUNG ADULT CHALLENGE 2021
Only three months from now, our young adults will return to Salida, Colorado for their summer mission/fun trip.
Here is our basic information:
DATE: July 11-18 (we depart from LUMC at 7 a.m. SHARP on July 11)
DESTINATION: Salida, Colorado
LODGING: Salida UMC
COST: $175 per young adult 18-30, ($300 for older young adults)
All young adults 18-35 are invited to come on this mission trip adventure. Our week will include:
1. One day of hiking up to 12,500 ft. to get acclimated to high altitude
2. Three+ days working with Chaffee County Habitat for Humanity
3. Climbing and hopefully summiting a 14,000+ foot mountain
4. A float trip, too!
(“Older adult” facilitators will be recruited as needed.)
INTERESTED PERSONS should contact Lisa Freeman, Young Adult Facilitator, at soaringhogs@sbcglobal.net.
Space is not limited. If we have greater interest, we will secure another vehicle. All are welcome.
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SPOTLIGHT on
WORLDWIDE
METHODISM
APPORTIONMENT GIVING
The United Methodist Church’s special giving structure ensures your generosity blesses as many people as
possible in sustainable and strategic ways. Our shared ministries allow us to do together what we cannot do
alone. Apportionments form the framework for our participation in mission and ministry beyond the local church.
When you give to Lenexa United Methodist Church, you help change lives both locally and around the world.

EPISCOPAL FUND
Bishops have always had a very special role in our church, elected and consecrated to speak to the church
and from the church. The Episcopal Fund pays for the expenses of active bishops and for the support of retired
bishops and spouses. Whether presiding over annual conference sessions, surveying disaster damage, giving
advice on dealing with a global pandemic, or meeting with district leaders, bishops accept what the apostle
Paul called “a noble task” (1 Timothy 3:1). It is practical as well since our bishops are responsible for the oversight
and promotion of both the temporal and spiritual interests of the church. This fund was one of the three general
apportioned funds which were part of the financial plan of the Methodist Church from the time of its unification in
1939. Your support, through Lenexa UMC’s faithful giving, is what makes the shepherding ministry of our bishops
possible. Today the bishops of The United Methodist Church are providing spiritual leadership to more than 12.4
million persons in a broad range of settings on four continents, including North America, Europe, Africa and Asia.

NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY
APRIL 18
One of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings of The United Methodist Church, Native American
Ministries Sunday serves to remind United Methodists of the gifts and contributions made by Native Americans
to our society. The special offering supports Native American outreach within annual conferences and across
the United States and provides seminary scholarships for Native Americans.
When you give generously on Native American Ministries Sunday, you equip seminary students who will honor
and celebrate Native American culture in their ministries. You empower congregations to find fresh, new ways
to minister to their communities with Christ’s love. You may give in the offering plate on April 18 or online at
www.lenexaumc.org/online-giving.
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